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OPINION

Murphy Makes Tubman Museum Official
Cape May Hosts Governor for Ceremony at Newly Renovated Howell House 

By ERIC CONKLIN

CAPE MAY - Gov. Phil Murphy, for the second 
time this year, visited Cape May County Sept. 17, 
this time to commemorate the Harriet Tubman 
Museum’s opening. 

After a morning in which he introduced the 
millionaire’s tax, the governor headed south to the 
museum, on Lafayette Street, in Cape May, arriv-
ing around 2 p.m. to applause from a multiracial, 
multi-aged crowd along the sidewalk, street, and 
homes. Welcoming Murphy with elbow bumps as 
he walked down Lafayette Street from Franklin 
Street were numerous state, county, and city 
officials, along with those who helped save the 
museum, also known as the Howell House, and 
took part in the building’s rehabilitation process.

The museum officially opened June 19, also 
known as Juneteenth, which signifies slavery’s 
end in the U.S. Its opening came amid ongoing 
discussions nationwide about ending racism and 
police misconduct among minority communities. 

With the governor and other guests seated on 
the front lawn, the event began with Lynda An-
derson-Towns introducing Pastor Harold Harris, 
from the neighboring Macedonia Baptist Church, 
who said a prayer.

Anderson-Towns spoke about the museum’s 

Eric Conklin
Gov. Phil Murphy, center, joined members of the Mullock family and others in front of the newly opened Harriet Tubman Museum, on 
Lafayette Street, in Cape May, for an official ribbon cutting ceremony Sept. 17. Earlier in the day, he signed legislation designating the 
building, also known as the Howell House, as the Harriet Tubman Museum of New Jersey.(Page A34 Please)
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Libraries Still Limiting Access
Curbside Pickup, Virtual Programming Continue

By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - Local libraries are still using 
curbside pickup for patrons, despite being open in 
a limited capacity due to COVID-19 restrictions.

As of July 2, indoor portions of libraries were 
allowed to reopen, at 25% capacity, while following 
appropriate mitigation requirements (https://bit.
ly/3hFw4VT). 

Libraries offering curbside pickup must follow 
appropriate mitigation requirements detailed in 
Administrative Order 2020-15 (https://bit.ly/3m-
BRdDM). Libraries reopening indoor spaces must 
institute mitigation requirements in Executive 
Order No. 157 (https://bit.ly/3iEsHj8).

Across the Cape May County library system, the 
libraries are still doing curbside pickup at all eight 
locations, but have expanded services to include 

computer, fax, and copier use by appointment only.
Ocean City Free Public Library opened to the 

public July 7 but continues to offer curbside pickup 
services, as well.

Avalon Free Public Library reopened July 16 but 
is still limiting capacity in the facility and offering 
curbside pickup for all patrons who aren’t ready 
to come inside.

All libraries are continuing with virtual pro-
gramming.

“The library plans to move to more broadly 
reopening our doors, at 25% limited capacity, in 
a few weeks,” said Andrea Orsini, county library 
director. “At that point, patrons would be limited 
to 30 minutes of walk-through service. Masks and 
temperature checks will be required.”

Information regarding the county’s libraries 
during the pandemic can be found on its website 

(https://cmclibrary.org/).
Ocean City Free Public Library Director Karen 

Mahar said that while numbers for the curbside 
pickup services “dropped off a bit” since the start 
of the service, people are still taking advantage of it.

“Things continue to go well, even with our ‘new 
normal’ policies and procedures,” Mahar said. 
“The opening went very smoothly, and we were 
as prepared as we could be in this unprecedented 
situation. 

“We are constantly reevaluating the situation to 
see where changes can be made to best service our 
patrons while keeping staff and community safe and 
healthy. Our community has also been very patient 
and cooperative with these new procedures.”

She credited the “supportive” library’s board 
of trustees and staff as the reasons for the smooth 
transition.

Mayor: ‘This Town Could Not Fit Any More People’
By VINCE CONTI

STONE HARBOR - “This town could not fit any 
more people.” That was the statement from Stone 
Harbor Mayor Judith Davies-Dunhour months 
after borough officials looked at the approaching 
summer with trepidation. 

“There was such uncertainty five months ago,” 
Davies-Dunhour added.

The occasion for the mayor’s comments was the 
Sept. 15 Stone Harbor Borough Council meeting. 
The agenda was not designed around the topic of 
the summer crowds, but that turned out to be the 

focus of many of the seemingly unrelated items.
Beach Patrol Capt. Sandy Bosacco spoke of the 

crowds on the beach, especially over Labor Day 
weekend. Expecting many of the people in town 
to remain longer than usual, the borough will 
attempt to guard some beaches as long as it can.

Emergency Management Director Jonathan 
LaKose  provided an update on the hurricane 
season, adding, “This summer looked like sum-
mers of the past,” implying it did not look like 
the summer of a nationwide pandemic.

Report after report, following a standard agenda 
for committee presentations, provided evidence 

of the same thing - a lot of people in town.
Recreation programs that charged fees were 

ahead of 2019 in revenue. The demand for 
recreation programming for the fall is high, with 
efforts underway for youth and “on the beach” 
programs. This summer saw more participants for 
youth programs than in the previous year.

Even though some programs, like a basketball 
league, were canceled because they could not be 
structured to meet health guidelines, Recreation 
Director Tina Prickett said, “People turned to 
recreation programs during the crisis.”

COURT HOUSE - As the deadline to respond to 
the 2020 census approaches, Cape May County 
residents and second homeowners are urged to 
go online, call, or complete the form sent to them 
by the U.S. Census Bureau. 

According to a release, the deadline for this 
opportunity to participate as a self-response pro-
vider is Sept. 30. Census forms and invitations to 
complete the 2020 census were mailed to every 
household, in March; follow-up forms were sent, 
in August.

“Due to COVID-19, the Census Bureau has 

Respond to Census Before Sept. 30 Deadline, County Urges
had to make adjustments to the way they planned 
to conduct the national count. Self-response is 
more important now than ever, so if you have 
not already done so, please go online, at ww-
w.2020census.gov or call 844-330-2020,” stated 
Freeholder Will Morey, liaison to the Cape May 
County Planning Department. “Additionally, cen-
sus workers are out in our communities knocking 
on doors of households that did not respond. If 
an enumerator visits your home, please help 
your community by responding. It’s quick, easy, 
confidential, and important.”

The census data is important for New Jersey 
and Cape May County and will be used for the 
next 10 years. It determines the distribution of 
hundreds of billions of dollars in federal funding 
for schools, hospitals, clinics, roads, bridges, and 
other services that benefit communities. This in-
cludes support for over 100 programs that impact 
Cape May County residents, such as Medicaid, 
Head Start, mental health services, and SNAP. 

Further, it determines the number of seats each 
state has in the U.S. House of Representatives and 

“All of our programming - adult, young adult, 
and children - will remain virtual through the end 
of 2020,” she noted. She referred patrons to the 
library’s website (https://www.oceancitylibrary.
org/) and social media for information about 
upcoming programs and their weekly newsletter.

At Avalon Free Public Library, all programming 
is still virtual, according to Director Erin Brown. 
The facility is open seven days a week. 

Visits are limited to 20 minutes, masks are 
required to enter, and there is limited occupancy 
to support social distancing. Access to public com-
puters, scan/fax, and copier services is limited to 
15-minute sessions.

A full calendar of events and information can 
be found on the library’s website (https://www.
avalonfreelibrary.org/).

To contact Karen Knight, email kknight@cm-
cherald.com.


