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Fire Chief Loves Volunteering
By CARL PRICE

GREEN CREEK – David Zeiss has seen it 
all as a volunteer firefighter for over three 
decades, house fires, car and airplane crash-
es, search and rescues, changing smoke de-
tector batteries and  rescuing cats from trees 
and other animals from precarious places. 

According to Zeiss, some things stand out 
in his memory.

“I can still picture in my head every fatali-
ty. It’s something you never forget and there 
have been too many,” Zeiss said, pointing 
to Route 47, a hotspot in Cape May County 
for severe car crashes.

Despite the tough situations all fire-
fighters deal with, Zeiss points out that he 
wouldn’t want to be anything but a volun-
teer fireman.

“I love being a fireman. All the volunteers 
love doing it. We love doing what we do,” 
Zeiss said. 

Deputy Chief Paul Fritsch agreed.

“Being a volunteer fireman is a lifestyle. 
You have to be ready at anytime to go out 
on a call. We are a family,” said Fritsch, 
a retired 20-year veteran of the Middle 
Township Police Department.

Although firefighters spend a lot of time 
doing superhero stuff, Zeiss said most of his 
day is spent doing paperwork.

“Being a volunteer fireman is a lifestyle. 
You have to be ready at any time to go out on 
a call. We are a family,” Fritsch explained.

Although firefighters spend a lot of time 
doing superhero activities, Zeiss said most 
of his day is spent doing paperwork.

“I spend a lot of time filling out paper-
work, applying for grants and purchasing 
equipment. Over the last six years we’ve 
saved the taxpayers over $1 million due to 
successful grants,” Zeiss explained.

Having friends in high places helps, too 
as U.S. Rep. Jeffrey Van Drew (R-2nd) writes 
the company a letter of support for every 
grant application, Zeiss pointed out.

Fritsch said there are 50 active members 
on the fire company roster, a huge number 
considering some volunteer fire companies 
are finding it harder and harder to staff 
their trucks.

“We have amenities the guys can take 
advantage of including a nice workout area, 
a lounge area with a pool table and state-of-
the-art coffee machine, but they want to be 
a member here because we are family. We 
help each other, look out for each other,” 
Fritsch said.

Becoming a firefighter is no easy task. 
Every volunteer must pass through the 
county fire academy. That schooling starts 
in February two nights a week and every 
other weekend until June. Then, there is 
fire school Part 2 that is also available to 
members.

The only compensation volunteers earn 
is a $1,400 per year 401K after five years 
of service that requires attending a certain 
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Cape Watches, Prepares as COVID-19 Looms 
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - News on the advance 
of the coronavirus changes consistently. The 
virus, officially COVID-19, has generated 
over 100,000 confirmed cases worldwide 
with over 3,411 deaths, as of March 6.  

Just one month ago, there were about 
20,000 confirmed cases, and 99% of those 
were in China. As of March 6, China holds 
less than 60% of the still-active cases, with 
active cases in nearly 80 countries. 

Active cases are the number of confirmed 
cases minus those who died and those who 
recovered.

New Jersey has joined the states battling 
the virus, with at least three presumptive 
cases. The two individuals have tested 
positive for the virus, but the state De-
partment of Health is waiting for detailed 
analysis from the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC). 

Local Preparations
In Cape May County, Cape Regional 

Health System has prepared isolation facil-
ities, should they be needed. All staff who 
deal with any patient suspected of possible 
virus contamination will wear personal 
protective equipment (PPE).

Chief Nursing Officer Rosemary Dunn 
said that the hospital has established proto-
cols for dealing with patients who “present 
with signs and symptoms which include 
fever, cough, and shortness of breath” and 
have been in areas of known infection.

The county Office of Emergency Manage-
ment has equipment for local law enforce-
ment and first responders if the equipment 
is needed.

The message from officials is stay in-
formed, be prepared and don’t panic.

The county website lists a series of 
frequently asked questions. A hotline ref-

erenced on the county health department 
page provides a link to the state poison 
control and coronavirus information center, 
where questions about the virus can be 
answered, but not questions about specific 
local preparations.

Schools Alerted
Much is evolving as the threat emerges.
The New Jersey Department of Education 

has instructed school districts to prepare for 
possible school closings if the virus spreads.  

A March 5 memo stated “schools may be 
asked to close preemptively or reactively.”

Possible Impact on Tourism
Cape May County Tourism Director and 

Public Information Official Diane Wieland 
said that county officials still consider the 
threat level to county residents as low, but 
that reassessment is conducted regularly.
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Will Solar Panels Generate Savings?
By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD - City 
commissioners are con-
sidering installing solar 
panels on city buildings. 
They would supply en-
ergy at a lower cost than 
the city’s provider, Atlan-
tic City Electric.

“We’re taking a look 
under every rock to see 
where we can save mon-
ey. We made a pledge to 
bring fiscal stability back 
to town,” Mayor Peter 
Byron said, in a phone 
interview.

According to one pro-
posal, solar energy could 
save the city 27.5% on its 
electric bill.

“Electric is a big cost 
to us,” Byron said. “A potential 28% savings on 
anything is substantial. That would be awesome, 
so we’re looking at that.”

The solar panels would be owned by the com-
pany that gets the contract; the city would only 
pay for the energy that it uses.

“The installation of the solar panels will be 
solely at the cost of whomever the company is 
that we’re dealing with. We put an RFP (request 
for proposals) out, we got two responses and 
we’ve interviewed with both companies,” Byron 

explained.
The panels would go on roofs of City Hall, the 

municipal courts, the Byrne Community Center, 
the water building and the Holly Beach Volunteer 
Fire Company. 

The panels would power the connected build-
ing, with enough to produce 100% of electricity 
used last year, according to one proposal by J.R. 
Castle of Castle Energy.

“Any money that we save by doing our research 
and cutting down our cost, we can better utilize 

US Attorney General, 

Sheriffs Back Nolan
By AL CAMPBELL

COURT HOUSE - On 
Oct. 15, 2019, Sheriff 
Robert Nolan and Cape 
May County filed a com-
plaint against New Jersey 
Attorney General Gurbir 
S. Grewal, who issued a 
directive that ordered him 
to stop informing Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE)  of jailed 
immigrants who entered 
the country illegally.

The Focus 
Grewal Sept. 27 issued a directive to all state, 

county and local law enforcement agencies in 
New Jersey ending the use of so-called “287(g) 
agreements,” which allow U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) to deputize local 
law enforcement officers to perform federal civil 
immigration duties.

According to a release, the order, which revis-
es the “Immigrant Trust Directive” that Grewal 
issued in November 2018, will have the practical 
effect of terminating the two 287(g) agreements 
still in effect in New Jersey, namely, those in-
volving the Sheriff’s Offices in Cape May and 
Monmouth counties.

In the Interim
Since then, Nolan went to Washington to confer 

with U.S. Department of Justice and ICE officials. 
The suit was filed in U.S. District Court for 

the District of New Jersey in Trenton by County 
Counsel Jeffrey Lindsay, for the county, and Sen. 
Michael Testa, for Nolan.

 It is a civil action that seeks declaratory and 
injunctive relief from the court that would prevent 
the AG from enforcing the terms of his directive.

Subsequently, the Department of Justice filed 
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 Green Creek Volunteer Fire Company Chief David Zeiss.
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Test kit for the COVID-19 virus issued by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

Shay Roddy

J.R. Castle, foreground, of Castle Energy makes a proposal before 
Wildwood Board of Commissioners Feb. 26. Wildwood is considering 
putting solar panels on city buildings to save on energy costs, Mayor 
Pete Byron, said. 


