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By JOHN BAKER

Pamplin Media Group

As he stood in front of 
a large crowd on a chilly 
Thursday night, you’d never 
know that Canby Mayor 
Brian Hodson isn’t a fan of 
public speaking.

There’s a bit of irony there 
given Hodson is now in his 
11th year as mayor, a position 

that includes plenty of public 
speaking, including the annual 
State of the City address he 
delivered Feb. 16 at Cutsforth’s 
Town Hall.

The State of the City, he said, 
provides a chance to reflect on 
the city’s accomplishments from 
the past and look at what’s pos-
sible in the future. That, said 
Hodson, is one of the things 
he does enjoy about the SOTC 
address.

“Generally, my goal with 
every State of the City address 
over the last 10 years is to give 
a recap of how the previous 
year was, the challenges and 
successes we had, and looking 
ahead to this year and coming 

years. What are the things we 
(the city) are looking at getting 
accomplished, or we can head off 
potential challenges we might 
already know are coming our 
way.”

Hodson said that his goal for 
the State of the City address is 
that those who attended have a 
better understanding of what’s 
going on, particularly the things 
that get done that go beyond the 
everyday operational aspects.

“I want them to take away 
some of the things that are being 
looked at in the coming years 
and where those people who are 
interested, can get engaged and 
get plugged in and have a say in 
what’s going on,” Hodson said. 

“I want them to find a place to be 
interactive rather than reactive.”

One of the biggest items 
Hodson discussed is the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan. It pro-
vides an overarching plan for 
just about every aspect of city 
services and programs and pro-
vides plenty of opportunity for 
local involvement.

“This is a big piece of the State 
of the City address and where 
I ask people to be watchful 
of these gates as the planning 
moves forward,” Hodson said. 
“We really crave that input 
from Canby citizens about 
where they want to go in the 
next 20 years. How do we want 
to grow, develop and frame our 

transportation system, formu-
late our future housing and what 
will that mix look like?”

By soliciting citizen input 
at various stops along the 
Comprehensive Plan trail, 
Hodson hopes to see a lot of 
locals getting involved and 
making a difference.

“It will offer a lot of oppor-
tunity to get involved,” he said. 
“It’s an interactive process. 
The plan is only as good as the 
input we get as a city council 
and staff.”

Here’s a few other things 
Hodson covered during the 
State of the City address:

Canby mayor offers look back, ahead
Annual ‘State of the 
City’ provides plenty 
of touch points for 
Canby’s mayor
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Canby Mayor Brian Hodson had plenty to talk about regarding Canby’s future during his ‘State of the City’ address Thursday night.
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Molalla city leaders have 
been investigating ways to 
attract a larger food cart 
scene to a city some say 
doesn’t have enough late-
night dining options, which 
begs the question: Is Molalla 
ready for more food carts?

And if so, will more food 
carts even lead to more late-
night dining options? These 
questions were explored Feb. 
15 during a work session.

Both Mayor Scott Keyser 
and Councilor Eric Vermillion 
lamented the lack of dinner 
options in the city, not just 
food carts.

“When I go out for, say 
Valentine’s dinner, I do not 
stick in town,” Vermillion said.

The city isn’t completely 
devoid of food cart options. 
Molalla River Brewing 
Company hosts three carts with 

plans to open a couple more. 
But leaders like Keyser would 
like to see the industry grow.

“I see other cities that have a 
market for it,” he said. “Cities 
like Estacada that are half the 
size of us and they have 10 or 

15 food trucks in their down-
town core area.”

Some councilors pondered 
whether the city’s System 
Development Charges — which 
are $8,000 per space — could 
be the main culprit behind 

what’s stunting the industry 
and if reducing them or waving 
them altogether might incen-
tivize more food cart owners 
to come to Molalla. Councilor 
Rae Lynn Botsford said she 
called up a cousin who owned 
a food truck in Estacada, who 
told her she only had to pay the 
city $100 to open her business.

City Administrator Dan 
Huff cautioned councilors 
about using only anecdotal evi-
dence to get the whole picture 
of what’s happening in other 
cities, noting that most food 
cart pods already have a prop-
erty owner who paid an SDC, 
which is why the individual 
food cart owners aren’t neces-
sarily the ones footing that bill.

He also said looking at 
Estacada is an apples-to-or-
anges comparison.

“The thing about Estacada, 
if you look at their downtown, 
it’s pretty compact, and it’s all 
in one spot,” he said. “That’s 
not Molalla. We’re a lot more 
spread out — that may have 
something to do with it.”

Councilors like Crystal 
Robles, Leota Childress and 
Terry Shankle posed the 
question of why food carts in 
Molalla are a topic of conver-
sation in the first place.

“Why is this particular 
industry more important to 
us than say any other indus-
try? I personally think they’re 
not interested just yet. Molalla 
isn’t ready,” Shankle said.

Huff also noted that the lack 
of late-night dining options has 
more to do with the market 
than what the city has control 
over and that having more food 
carts does not necessarily mean 
more late-night dining.

“I think the market plays a 
big part in this and we don’t 
control that market,” Huff said.

While there was no official 
action item passed during the 
work session, council did direct 
staff to get concrete numbers 
on the industry in Estacada 
and look into SDCs in other 
cities to see whether the city 
should consider adjusting them 
to attract more business.

Why isn’t the food cart scene in Molalla popping?
Mayor Scott Keyser 
and Councilor Eric 
Vermillion lead 
council discussion 
about the issue
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Krysty’s, owned by Kristy and Vince Adams of Estacada, is one of that town’s newest food carts. Molalla city leaders 
are looking to cities like Estacada to explore ways to incentivize the food cart industry in Molalla.
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There will be a familiar 
face in a new place within the 
Canby School District come 
the end of the 2022-23 school 
year.

Jennifer Turner had previously 
announced that 
she would be 
leaving her post 
as principal at 
Baker Prairie 
Middle School 
at school year’s 
end, setting in 
motion a search 
for her eventual 
replacement.

That replacement will be Sam 
Thompson, who will move over 
from Carus Elementary School after 
14 years as principal there. Before 
that, he was an assistant principal at 
Ackerman Middle School.

“We have great confidence 
that Mr. Thompson is the 
right fit for Baker Prairie,” 
said Kristen Wohlers, director 
of communications for Canby 
School District.

Thompson offered some 
thoughts in an email to Carus 
families.

“While I will be sad to leave 
the halls of Carus, filled with 
dedicated and caring staff, and 
the joy, innocence, and curios-
ity of elementary learning, I am 
excited to be able to continue 
to serve you, and your children 
as they grow up and enter their 
middle school years, and face the 
joys and challenges of middle 
level learning,” he wrote.

Thompson 
tabbed new 
principal 
at Baker 
Prairie MS
After 14 years as principal 
at Carus Elementary, the 
veteran educator takes on 
new role within Canby 
School District
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