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Turner: plaintiffs outside legal right seeking $16.3M in cannabis suit
By Davis Harper
davis@calaverasenterprise.com

A motion and demurrer hearing for a $16.3
million lawsuit against the county for recovery
of commercial cannabis cultivation taxes was
held in Calaveras County Superior Court on
Dec. 21, with Judge Timothy Healy presiding.
The class action complaint was filed in
August by Golden State Herb Inc., a cannabis
cultivation company seeking compensation for
$12.3 million in Measure C taxes and $4 mil-

lion-plus in fees received from cannabis cultivation businesses that participated in the county’s
now obsolete Commercial Cannabis Urgency
Ordinance Registration Program.
One of the plaintiff’s attorneys, William
Panzer, appeared in person, and the other attorney, Andrew F. Scher of Henry G. Wykowski &
Associates, appeared by phone.
Representing Calaveras County and the county supervisors, Deputy County Counsel Ethan
Turner alleged in the demurrer that plaintiffs
Andrew Greer of Golden State Herb Inc., and

Adam Ray of Rainbow Trees are ineligible for
refunds, since they had evaded paying taxes.
“Case law is firm that while there are taxes
owed, no relief can be sought,” Turner said.
Turner also argued that plaintiffs were outside of their legal right in challenging the 2016
Urgency Ordinance 170 days after the regulation
had expired, as the legal deadline to do so is
within 90 days.
In response, Panzer told Healy that they are
not challenging the legality of Measure C or the

Friends serve
annual feast in
Murphys

A
passion
for
pets
Local shelter
volunteers give
all to care for
fuzzy friends
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Hungry celebrants arrive early for the Murphys Friends
Christmas Dinner Tuesday.

By Mike taylor
mike@calaverasenterprise.com
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Calaveras County Animal Services volunteer Patty Payne walks Klaus, a German shepherd, on the exercise path outside the
Calaveras County Animal Shelter in San Andreas.

By Dakota Morlan
dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

It’s early and cold and a little bit wet,
and Patricia Payne is one slip away
from being dragged through the mud by
a lumbering German shepherd named
Klaus. The veritable beast of a dog
spends most of his hours in a cage, and
he’s more than eager to stretch his legs
and relieve himself – several times.
“If it wasn’t for the volunteers, they’d
just be in cages all the time. And a lot
of them are house trained,” Payne said,
catching her breath. “You can’t hire
people to do what we do.”
Payne, a retired zoo employee and
artist, is one of 18 dog walkers who
volunteer at Calaveras County Animal
Services. Two to three times a week, she
drives to San Andreas from her home in
Sheep Ranch to exercise the dogs and
provide some much-needed attention.
She also helps give baths and takes photos of animals for adoption.

“Volunteers are an essential
part of our Animal Services
operation, and our operation
would not be effective without
them.”
-Brad Banner,
Calaveras County
Environmental Management
Agency
Dog volunteers at the shelter put in
an estimated total of up to 120 hours per
week, with some coming in every day
of the week, according Brad Banner,
administrator of the Calaveras County
Environmental Management Agency,
which oversees Animal Services.
An additional 15 volunteers clean
cages and socialize the many cats at the
shelter. Some work with both dogs and
cats, and some help transport animals to
other facilities when needed.

“Volunteers are an essential part of
our Animal Services operation, and our
operation would not be effective without
them” Banner said. “They make all the
difference for the animals also, who benefit greatly from the love and attention
that is received from the volunteers.”
The basic needs of animals never
cease, and volunteers like Payne must
perform their duties in rain or shine or
even sleet, Christmas Day and every
other holiday that a more conventional, paid gig might provide off. But
as most volunteers will tell you, it’s a
labor of love.
“I love dogs,” Payne stated simply
while watching Klaus do his business.
For her, the hardest part is letting go.
Although the euthanasia rate at the
shelter was last reported to be less than
10 percent, some of the dogs come in
with health and behavioral issues that
see Volunteers, A7

Museum highlights history of Mother Lode meds
By CHarity Maness
charity.calent@gmail.com

The latest creative display found at the Calaveras
County Museum on Main
Street in San Andreas follows
the rich history of pharmacies
and medicines in the county.
Early in the formation of
the pharmaceutical world,
snake oil salesmen were a
dime a dozen, selling tinctures and liniments sure to
cure anything from seasickness to kidney stones and
everything in between.
Items on display came
from Kelly’s Drug Store and
the Earl M. “Buck” Kelly
family. The display was created by Karen Nicholson.
Swamp Root, created by
Dr. S. Andral Kilmer, in the
mid-1870s, was said to help
the kidneys by promoting the

Urgency Ordinance, but rather, are challenging
the time in which the county started acting on
those laws.
Panzer continued to allege that the taxes were
obtained illegally, since state law authorized
local jurisdictions to collect taxes from state
licensees only. State licenses did not exist in
2017 when the taxes were collected, according
to the company.
The next court date will be April 10 at 1:30
p.m. in Calaveras County Superior Court for a
case management conference.
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Swamp Root, created by Dr. S. Andral Kilmer in the 1870s,
was said to help the kidneys by promoting the flow of urine,
as well as chloroform toothache drops for “quick relief of
tooth aches due to cavities.”

flow of urine. It was a syrup
base with many herbs and
oils added and had the added
benefit of 10.5 percent alcohol. By 1906 the Pure Food
and Drug Act required that

products be tested and carry
“honest” labeling as well as
a complete list of ingredients.
This all but shut down the
sales of Swamp Root, with
some medical experts claim-

ing it to be pure quackery.
If those special herbs
didn’t cure one’s ills, oftentimes doctors would turn to
more harsh remedies such as
bloodletting.
Bloodletting was a surgical procedure to remove
some of a patient’s blood in
hopes of extracting the illness held within the body.
It could be accomplished a
variety of ways, but most
common during the early
mining years was the practice of bloodletting through
medicinal leeches.
The medicinal leech,
Hirudo medicinalis, can
ingest 5 to 10 milliliters of
blood, almost 10 times its
own weight. Leech “therapy” often called for multiple
leeches placed near the organ
see Meds, A6

What started as a meal for folk who couldn’t find a place to
enjoy a meal on the holiday served more than 700 people Tuesday
as the 35th annual Murphys Friends Christmas Dinner was held at
the Native Sons Hall in Murphys.
“I love it,” exclaimed Ron Dwelley, sporting a Santa hat like
other volunteers at the annual feast. “It’s fun and these are very
fun people.”
Those fun people aren’t just the many volunteers who work
to create the complete Christmas dinner with all the fixings, but
also the diners who come to the hall for a nice meal and loads of
community spirit.
see Meal, A7

Supervisors appoint
Lopez interim CAO
Chief Building Official
Short tenders resignation
By Davis Harper
davis@calaverasenterprise.com

The Calaveras County
Board of Supervisors appointed Manuel Lopez as interim
chief administration officer in
a special meeting Dec. 21.
Supervisors voted 5-0
to adopt the resolution to
appoint Lopez, effective Dec.
26, and to authorize the board
chair to sign the employment
agreement.
“Mr. Lopez retired from
San Joaquin County where he
served in various positions for
28 years and county administrator for the last 12,” the
resolution states. “Mr. Lopez

served as the interim CAO
for Calaveras County from
January to April of 2017 after
the retirement of CAO Shirley
Ryan.”
CAO Timothy Lutz’s last
day will be Jan. 5, according to
the resolution.
Lopez will fill the position
for four months as County
Human Resources seeks a permanent CAO, and will save the
county $12,500 as compared
to the current CAO’s income,
since his employment will be
temporary and will not include
benefits.
see CAO, A6
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