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Last year was the first year thathigh-ranking appointees in the Erie CountySheriff’s Office were prohibited – alongwith all other top-ranking county ap-pointees – from receiving overtime. ButSheriff’s Office appointees still made themost of a provision allowing them to collectovertime pay for working on holidays.More than half of them collected at leasttwice as much holiday pay in 2023 than in2022.
County legislators are now deliberatinga resolution to put a stop to that. The res-olution directs the county personnel com-missioner to set uniform policies regardingpersonnel compensation for all employees,including all nonunion, salaried appoin-tees. The resolution explicitly states that any employee not entitled to regular over-time pay is also not entitled to receive time-and-a-half for working on holidays.Currently, Sheriff’s Office appointees re-ceive worked-holiday pay on top of their regular paid holiday time, similar to union employees.

Sheriff John Garcia said that if the County Legislature directs that his top ad-ministrators should not receive overtime for working on holidays, he’ll abide by that.He also said his office has been playing by the rules from the beginning and that 
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that it expected “at least several hundredthousand taxpayers” to participate in what it called a “limited” pilot.Many filers already have the option to prepare and submit free electronic returns based on their income, either through IRS Free File, a partnership with do-it-yourself tax software firms,or directly through some commercial providers. The IRS also provides online forms that any filers can use, regardless of income, to file returns at no cost.The IRS Free File program, however,has had mixed results. The nonprofit newsroom ProPublica has reported, for instance, that Intuit’s TurboTax programsteered users away from its free version.(Intuit no longer participates in IRS FreeFile, although it offers its software free tocertain users.)
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K iara Johnson checked her
phone on Mother’s Day
of 2022, and saw two text
messages from numbersshe didn’t immediately recognize.Only a few days earlier, shehad met Latrice Perkins andChellia Watson, two of her newteammates on the Universityat Buffalo women’s basketballteam, and did so with sometrepidation. Johnson didn’t justintroduce herself. She intro-duced her infant son, Joseph,in the conversation. She wasn’tsure what the response from hernew teammatammates wes would be.ould be.

Then came the relief.
“They told me, ‘You have ababy! I love kids! We’re goingto be here for you!’ ” Johnsonrecalled.

When she realized the mes-sages were from Perkins andWatson, she felt even more re-lief. In those messages, Johnsonsaid, her new teammates toldher they would be there for her.That she was a great mom. Thattheir story motivated them.And that they loved Joseph,who was only a few months oldat the time. He will be 2 yearsold in February.
“That was something thatreally stuck with me, becauseeven my friends outside bas-ketball didn’t text me,” Johnsonsaid.

“They’re amazing. They lovehim. Every time he walks in, hedoesn’t just brighten my day.It’s theirs, too.”
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esperson for Intuit, Tania Mcriticized the direct file project -baked solution” and a waster money. “The direct file schemein search of a problem,”Intuit makes the TurboTax ation software.
ats in Congress generally supidea of free, direct filing, while ans contend that the idea, p

Biden’s plan to overhaul theould give the agency even morver ordinary taxpayers.
direct file pilot will be open and moderate-income taxpayer

returns. To be eligible, fe, filers must take the standarand have income limited reported on Form W-2, Social Seor unemployment as well as interome of $1,500 or less. Gig workereligible. The IRS said in November
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a Johnson kisses her son, Joseph, after helping her team defeat Daemen Univt Buffalo in Amherst in October. After overcoming a torn Achilles tendon and six monontributing to their 58-42 win.

ying in an exhibition game
t Buffalo in October.

LENZI / NEWS SPORTS REPORTER
 LIBBY MARCH / BUFFALO NEWS

ves himsel
, personality attrac

INDEX Ask
Buff
Cit
Cl

est in deep-red areas including Indiana. Yet no careful studwhy so few people used 
which cut the risk of death 
risk patients in the NIH stud

“I don’t know why ther
ity and why uptake isn’
board,” said Dr. Josh Fes
ical adviser on the NIH 
the drug’s use. “If you 
and you do take Paxlo
ommended time frame,
death or hospitalization 
reduced. That’s a big de

Please see 

k Amy.......................................B7
ffalo Next................................B3

ty & Region...............................B1
lassified.....................................C8

Comics..........................................B7
Crossword...................................C9
Horoscope...................................B7
Obituaries...................................B4

Opinion .......................................A6
Refresh .......................................B6
Sports...........................................C1
Television...................................C10

States and low-
including Florida and

study has clarified 
the medication,

ath by 73% for high-s in the NIH study.
there is such variabil-

isn’t higher across the 
essel, a senior clin-

NIH team that studied 
ou can take Paxlovid 

axlovid within the rec-
ame, the likelihood of 
ation are significantly s a big deal.”

ANN CARRNS
New York Times

The IRS is rolling out a free option for filing federal tax returns this year to some residents of a dozen states.Last month, the agency published de-tails of its plan to test an in-house filing system, in which taxpayers submit their federal tax returns directly to the agencyonline at no cost. Residents of 12 states are eligible to participate if they meet certain criteria.
“This is a critical step forward for thisinnovative effort that will test the feasi-bility of providing taxpayers a new op-tion to file their returns for free directlywith the IRS,” Danny Werfel, the agency’scommissioner, said in a recent statement.While the direct filing system is start-ing on a limited basis, it has already facedsome resistance, particularly from com-mercial tax preparation companies.
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Western New York’s best
resource for real estate.
Every Saturday in The Buffalo News:
Open house listings, plus spotlighted
homes, apartments & more.
Call 849-4104 to advertise

CHRISTINA JEWETT
New York Times

As Covid rises again, killing about 1,500 

y rules from the beginning and that the reason his top administrators received holiday-related overtime pay this past yearis because Personnel Commissioner Brian Bray agreed it was permissible in Januar2023 after conferring with John Greenan,the sheriff’s chief of administration.

Paxlovid cuts 
Covid death 
risk, but few 
are taking it
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500 rises again, killing about 1,500 Americans each week, medical researcherare trying to understand why so few people are taking Paxlovid, a medicine that stunningly effective in preventing seillness and death from the disease.A study of 1 million high-risk people Covid found that only about 15% who eligible for the drug took it. If instead,of the eligible patients in the U.S. had Paxlovid during the time period of search, 48,000 deaths could have been vented, authors of the study, conductthe National Institutes of Health,concluded.It’s not because people don’t knothe drug – most do – but the rseems to come from doctors worriedinteractions with other drugswary of a possible rebound castallic aftertaste.
Regional differences offer uptake highest in the Democrholds of the Northeast and Pwest regions of the United Stest in deep-r

500 
chers
peo-

that is 
evere 

people with
ho were
ad, half

had gotten
of the re-
been pre-

onducted by
oncluded.

know about
reluctance 

orried about
and people 

ase or the me-

er a clue, with 
emocratic strong-

Pacific North-
States and low-

7 Deer Run Ct. Spectacular 4 bed, 2 full & 2
half bath home on park-like cul-de-sac lot.
Grand 2-story foyer w/ marble flr. Updated
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Carol Smith, Lic. R.E. Salesperson
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as an open layout and large windows,
which provide abundant natural light.
Quality craftsmanship and an asso-

ciation that handles exterior mainte-
nancemeans peace ofmindandmany
years of carefree living. Condo status
also provides significant tax savings.
Have an existing home to sell? Inquire

about Marrano’s exclusive Safe & Sold
Program that helps you sell your exist-
inghome so you can get started building
your new home right away.
And ask a sales representative

about the 5.50% APR mortgage incen-
tive for the first 10 years of the mort-
gage–save approximately $104,000.
Limited time offer, some restrictions
apply.
Come tour the model and choose

the perfect lot for your new patio
home – theywon’t last long. Visit
Nicole Freidenberg or Patty Manns
at the new Mission Hills model
(4543CampRoad,#72) from 1-5 p.m.
Saturday-Wednesday.
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Natural light and modern, geometric painted
tile in the sunroom add a touch of modern style
and visual interest, making it a great space for
entertaining guests. The combination of white
and wood cabinetry, quartzite countertops,
hardwood flooring, built-in bench seating and
floating shelves in the kitchen create harmo-
nious contrast, offering a contemporary yet
timeless look. The primary bedroom provides a
spacious retreat with a private bath and walk-in
closet. Call 716-809-8688 or visit Marrano.com
for more information.
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71 private homesites now available in

Hamburg’s only patio home community

ADV E R T I S I N G

Thebest place
to look for aplace
to call home


