
Branson this Week

Wednesday
October 14, 2020

Volume 2, Issue 34

 Everyone’s favorite 
Russian Comedian Yakov 
Smirnoff has returned to 
Branson, and he’s offering 
a cure for the pandemic 
blues with his new show.
 On Oct. 6, Smirnoff 
opened with his new 
show “Laughter Vaccine 
Kills COVID-19” at the 
Yakov Smirnoff Theatre. 
However, this isn’t the 

first time Smirnoff has 
been in Branson this year. 
 When COVID-19 first 
struck the United States, 
Smirnoff said he and 
his wife knew that they 
wanted to be in Branson 
during this pandemic, so 
earlier this year they left 
their home in California 
and traveled to Missouri.
 “Once we were here, 

we did the quarantine 
of 14 days,” said Smirn-
off. “Then we’re going, 
‘Now we’re here. Going 
to California not going to 
happen. So what are we 
going to do? Well let’s do 
the show!’”
 Opposed to perform-
ing at his own Branson 
theatre, Smirnoff chose 
to take his show to the 
76 Strip and set up shop 
at the Caravelle Theatre. 
Smirnoff explained that 
he went to the Caravelle 
in hopes of attracting 
more families to his show. 
 “We did a summer 
show of 48 shows,” said 
Smirnoff. “It wasn’t a big 
home run, but at least, 
and what’s amazing about 
this to me, that at least 
we’re working. Vegas is 
not working. Broadway 
is not working. Nobody 
really is working. We are. 
So that’s a unique spot.”
 Following the end of 
his summer run at the 
Caravelle, Smirnoff said 
they traveled back to 
California, but not before 
they made a quick trip to 
Turkey.

Yakov prescribes dose of 
laughter vaccine with new show 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Yakov Smirnoff begins his new show “Laughter Vaccine 
Kills COVID-19,” by joining the audience in his theatre 
dressed in full doctor scrubs.
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 Following the success of their 
mid-August showcase, Famous Impres-
sions has announced plans to return to 
Branson with performances for the rest 
of the 2020 show season.
 Starting on Oct. 8, Famous Impres-
sions will find themselves back at the 
Hughes Brothers Theatre, where they 
will be performing shows every Mon-
day and Thursday at 2 p.m. and Satur-
day’s at 10 a.m. through Dec. 19.
 Doug Stiel and Cindy Bea, the voic-
es behind Famous Impressions, have 
been together on stage for more than 
20 years. While they mostly performed 

in Las Vegas at a variety of casinos and 
convention centers, the duo also found 
themselves traveling across the Unit-
ed States to perform for private par-
ties, traveling tours and even political 
events. 
 After visiting Branson a few years 
back, Stiel and Bea fell in love with 
the area and made plans to return with 
a show. Recently joined by Business 
Manager and Show Emcee Mark Sand-
er, the now trio held a showcase on 
Aug. 19 at the Hughes Brothers Theatre 
to determine if they would be a good fit 
for Branson.

Famous Impressions members Cindy Bea and Doug Stiel perform an ABBA song to-
gether, except Stiel sings the vocal parts traditionally assigned to women.
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Famous Impressions opens 
new show at Hughes Theatre
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