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ATTENTION Real Estate Agents
Are you looking for a way to STAY “Active” in the Real Estate Business?

Are you looking for a way to supplement your Income?
You should consider “Weichert- Referral Associates”

Call LaNora Kay TODAY to visit about the “Referral” opportunity that awaits YOU! 417-331-3200

•NOGeographiclimits-youcanreferbuyers&sellersANYWHEREWorldwide!
•YourLicenseStaysACTIVE–withoutthecostlydues&fees.Justasmall-nominalyearlymembershipfee.
•AbsolutelyNOPressure-Therearenotimeconstraintsorquotastomake.Youcangearyourreferral
businesstoyourcurrentlifestyle.Beasproactiveorasinactiveasyouchoose.
•“WeichertReferralAssociates”isfarmorethanjustaplacetohangyourlicense.Youwillbepartofthe
largest,strongestandhighest-qualityreferralcompanyintherealestateindustrytoday!
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 On Dec. 4, 1956, Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, 
Carl Perkins and Jerry Lee Lewis, through fate and 
circumstance, found themselves at Sun Records 
in Memphis, Tennessee, resulting in a legendary 
happening called “The Million Dollar Quartet.” 
On Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019 – 63 years and one 
day later – the Welk Resort Theatre’s production of 
“Million Dollar Quartet” will take the stage for the 
final time.
 “It’s definitely bittersweet,” said Tyler Hunter, 
who portrays Elvis Presley in the show. “We’ve 
had a great time, made some great friends, and 

we’ve got some things in the works.”
 According to General Manager of the Welk 
Resort Branson and producer of “Million Dollar 
Quartet” Susan Smith, the Welk Resort Theatre 
had a five-year commitment to producing the 
show, and this year is the fifth and final year of that 
commitment.
 “‘The Million Dollar Quartet’ has been one of 
the most gratifying theatre experiences we have 
had in our 25 years of business in Branson,” Smith 
said. 

‘Million Dollar’ finale
By Joshua Clark

jclark@bransontrilakesnews.com

See MDQ on Page 7A

John “Jerry Lee Lewis” Countryman, from left, Bradley “Carl Per-
kins” Waters, Cliff “Johnny Cash” Wright and Tyler “Elvis Presley” 
Hunter perform their final “Million Dollar Quartet” show at the 
Welk Resort Theatre Thursday night.

JoshuaClark•jclark@bransontrilakesnews.com

Beaver Creek bridge 
reopens weeks 

ahead of schedule

Branson city meeting comes to halt when aldermen walkout
 The regular Board of Alder-
men meeting on Tuesday end-
ed abruptly when two alder-
men stood up and vacated their 
seats.
 Ward ll Alderman Rick Cas-
tillon created a stir in the coun-
cil chambers when he collect-
ed his belongings and walked 
out of the council chambers in 
response to Mayor Edd Akers 
declaring Castillon’s “abstain” 
vote be counted as a “no” vote. 
Therefore, creating a tied vote 
to adjust monies for the Tour-
ism and Capital Projects Funds 
to bury utilities from Presley’s 
Theater to the Branson Ferris 
Wheel property.
 Akers, who was then able to 

make a tie-breaking vote, then 
voted ‘yes’ to pass the bill.
 This bill has officially been 
brought before the aldermen 
seven times and has failed to 
pass it’s final reading multiple 
times due to the need of four 
‘yes’ votes by the aldermen. 
Three of the aldermen, along 
with the mayor, have shown 
unwavering support for this 
project.
 During discussion after the 
passing of the bill, Ward ll Al-
derman Larry Milton, who vot-
ed against the bill, stood up 
and left his seat vacant as well.
 This caused the meeting to 
come to an abrupt halt due to 
the lack of quorum and being 

unable to vote on anything fur-
ther.
 These events took place after 
the public comment section at 
the beginning of the meeting, 
when Akers announced he 
would count abstentions as ‘no’ 
votes.
 “I’ve learned a lot in the first 
eight months of serving here 
as mayor of the city of Bran-
son,” Akers said. “I’m trying to 
learn exactly what some of my 
responsibilities are. What I’m 
about to share with you is what 
I believe my responsibilities 
are, and I would like to read 
those to you.
 “It is my responsibility as 
mayor under state law to take 

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

Murder case 
bound over to 
circuit court

care of the ordinances of our 
city and the state law regard-
ing our city are complied with. 
Under one of our ordinances, 
Branson Municipal Code 264, 
I am tasked with the respon-
sibility of being the presiding 

officer of the board, and I’m 
required to observe strict order 
and decorum at all meetings of 
the board. Decorum (is defined 
as) proprietary and good taste 
in conduct or appearance. 

See ALDERMEN Page 2A

 The case of a woman ac-
cused of murdering a man in 
Stone County has now been 
bound over to circuit court.
 In a Nov. 26 hearing in 
Stone County Associate Cir-

cuit Court, Judge Alan Blan-
kenship sent the case to Stone 
County Circuit Court where it 
has been assigned to Circuit 
Judge Jack Goodman. 

By Cliff Sain
csain@bransontrilakesnews.com

 The Missouri Department of Transportation has reopened the 
Beaver Creek bridge, near Kissee Mills.
 The bridge, which was built in 1953, was closed to traffic on 
Friday, Nov. 22 after a routine safety inspection found that the 
concrete bridge columns that support two of the four girders 
were severely deteriorated. 
 Once a finalized project plan was put into place, MoDOT 
originally announced that the bridge wouldn’t reopen until 
sometime in the middle of next month. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

See BRIDGE on Page 2A

See MURDER Page 8A

Dozens of run-
ners participated 
in the annual Tur-
key Trot Thanks-
giving morning at 
Branson Landing.

MadisonBryan•mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com
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