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Fans to gather for 14th annual 
Branson Elvis Festival

 The 14th Annual Bran-
son Elvis Festival is official-
ly just around the corner. 
 Friday, July 23, to Sun-
day, July 25, Branson will 
welcome Elvis Presley 
tribute artists and die-hard 
fans to Dick Clark’s Ameri-
can Bandstand Theater for 
a weekend full of events 
honoring and recognizing 
the King of Rock ’n’ Roll. 
 Branson Elvis Fes-
tival Coordinator and 
Award-Winning Elvis Trib-
ute Artist Ryan Pelton said 
the three-day event kicks 
off at 3 p.m. on Friday with 
a show presented by Wink 
and Sandy Martindale 

called Memories of Elvis.
 “In 1954, in July, Elvis 
had just recorded this song 
‘That’s All Right Mama.’ 
The owner of Sun Records, 
Sam Phillips got Dewey 
(Phillips), a big name DJ 
from Memphis, got him to 
play it on the radio. Peo-
ple loved it,” Pelton said. 
“Later that night, Elvis met 
up with Wink Martindale, 
who was a DJ in Memphis 
at the time. In just one day, 
(Elvis) went from nothing, 
to on the map. It just hap-
pened like that. Their rela-
tionship started literally on 
day one and really Wink is 
the only person that expe-

rienced that, in that time, 
and is still alive today. 
You’ll get a lot of mem-
ories. They were friends 
throughout their entire life. 
You get a lot of memories 
from day one from this guy. 
It’s going to be a really in-
teresting show.”
 Additionally, Pelton said 
Sandy Martindale, who was 
a dancer in “Viva Las Vegas” 
and dated Elvis, will talk 
about their relationship. 
 “Sandy and Elvis dat-
ed for six years starting in 
1960. They dated, but in 
1970, Wink and Sandy 
ended up meeting and they 
ended up getting married. 
They’re both very good 
friends with Elvis over the 
years,” Pelton said. “It’s a 
really interesting show in 
terms of getting that be-
hind the scenes look of 
who Elvis really was as a 
person, a boyfriend and 
someone in the music 
business. That’s a very fun 
show and I would highly 
recommend people check 
that out. If you’re an Elvis 
fan, history fan or anything 
like that it’s a really good 
behind the scenes look.”
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Ryan Pelton will emcee the Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist 
Contest on Saturday night and perform an Elvis Presley 
gospel show on Sunday morning. 
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Treasure Lake RV Resort to host 
2nd Annual Gospel Festival

 Treasure Lake RV Resort will wel-
come several regionally and nation-
ally known performers to Branson for 
its 2nd Annual Treasure Lake Gospel 
Festival this weekend.
 The festivities begin on Friday, July 
23, at noon and run through 8 p.m. The 
event will pick back up at noon on Satur-
day, July 24, and will once again end at 
8 p.m. Treasure Lake Activities Director 
Rhonda Hull said a total of nine gospel 
singers and groups will perform in the 
festival. 
 “We have local, regional and national 
artists and groups. Locally we have The 
Missourians, The Abundance Quartet, 
Dan Keeton from The Baldknobbers, 
Brian Pendergrass & Sheila Meeker, 
Dwayne Williams known as The Texas 
Teddy Bear, Daryl Mosley — he wrote 
‘Ask the Blind Man, He Saw It All’ that 

made The Booth Brothers very popular,” 
Hull said. “Our headliners are Michael 
O’Brien, Brian Free & Assurance and 
Legacy Five.”
 Compared to other gospel concerts, 
Hull said they’re going to be able to offer 
attendees something a little different.
 “Our headliners normally do 30 min-
utes at other venues,” Hull said. “Our 
three headliners will do 90 minutes with 
a small break in between. (Attendees will) 
be very much up close and personal to the 
stage and the venue and the acts, which is 
totally different than when you go to other 
places as well. You’ll really feel like you’re 
right there in the thick of things.”  
 Following their performances, all of 
the entertainers will be available for meet 
and greets at their merchandise tables. 
On top of the live music performances, 
the festival also includes around 25 ven-
dors on site, as well as a few barbecue 
and concession booths.
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At the Treasure Lake Gospel Festival, Legacy Five will perform at 6:15 p.m. on Saturday. 
Courtesy of Legacy Five
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