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 For the first time since 
the Commemorative Air 
Force AirPower History 
Tour began making their 
annual trips to Branson, 
the Consolidated B-24 
Liberator Diamond Lil 
has joined the line-up of 
historic aircrafts touching 
down at the Branson Air-
port this week.
 Joining the Diamond 
Lil will be FIFI, the Boe-
ing B-29 Superfortress, 
a P-51 Mustang, a T-6 
Texan, a PT-13 Stearman 
and a T-34 Mentor. The 
Diamond Lil was set to 
make her Branson debut 
appearance in 2016, but 
was unable to make the 
flight due to mechanical 
issues. 
 B-24 Flight Engineer 
Mat Ellison said after 
being down nearly four 
years for maintenance, 
the Diamond Lil rejoined 
the tour this year after 
receiving three new en-
gines and a whole bunch 
of new modifications. He 
said that anyone com-

ing out to the airport this 
week to experience these 
historic aircrafts are in for 
a treat.
 “It’s the only place 
in the world right now 
where I guarantee you 
there’s a B-24 and a B-29 
(FIFI) sitting on the same 
ramp,” said Ellison. “This 
whole year we’ve tried 
to keep them together as 
much as possible.”
 Built in 1940, the Dia-
mond Lil was being used 
by two Trans World Air-
lines pilots to practice 
landings in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. During 
landing, the right main 
brake locked up and the 
aircraft departed the run-
way. The plane’s right 
gear collapsed, the nose 
gear failed and the bomb 
bay was significantly 
damaged.  
 As the aircraft was still 
flyable, but too damaged 
to return to service as a 
bomber, she was used as 
a C-87 Liberator Express 
prototype and returned 

to service in 1942 to haul 
personnel and equipment 
between the five B-24 
production plants and 
vendors. 
 Ellison said the Dia-

mond Lil was sold to the 
Continental Can Compa-
ny in 1948, where she 
was repainted and outfit-
ted with a luxury interior.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Consolidat-
ed B-24 Lib-
erator Dia-
mond Lil sits 
on display 
at the Com-
memorative 
Air Force 
A i r P o w e r 
History Tour 
at the Bran-
son Airport.

Paul Maupin, member of the Commemorative Air Force, 
looks to the sky for approaching aircraft in front of the Boeing 
B-29 Superfortress FIFI.
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Branson senior Priscilla Williams announced her commit-
ment to Syracuse University.
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Williams taking her talents to Syracuse
 Priscilla Williams called an audi-
ble with her recruiting process.
 The Branson High School senior 
took her first official visit last week-
end, of the five planned for her list 
of finalists. She won’t be taking the 
other four.
 Williams announced her com-
mitment to Syracuse University on 
Twitter on Monday afternoon.
 She talked about the decision 
and process in a phone interview 
later Monday.
 “I’m very relieved,” she said. “It 
feels like there’s been a big weight 
lifted off my shoulders, and now I 

can just enjoy the rest of my senior 
year. 
 “I’m very excited to have this de-
cision behind me and I can’t wait 
to get up to Syracuse.”
 Williams drew colleges from 
across the country to Branson since 
arriving before her sophomore sea-
son. 
 The 6-foot-3 guard is ranked as 
the No. 11 player in the country by 
ESPN.com, and the No. 3 guard na-
tionally in the Class of 2020. She is 
the top-ranked player in the state of 
Missouri.
 Williams announced earlier this 

summer her list of five finalists – 
Syracuse, Louisville, Mississippi 
State, Florida State and Southern 
Methodist.
 Once she spent some time on the 
Syracuse campus, with the coach-
ing staff and her future teammates, 
Williams knew it was the place for 
her.
 “It just hit me that this was the 
place for me,” Williams said. “My 
parents are very happy with the 
coaches, and they trust the coaches 
to take care of me for the next four 
years.”

By Jim Connell
jconnell@bransontrilakesnews.com

Aldermen approve more affordable housing developments

 Two more housing developments have received ini-
tial approval by the Branson Board of Aldermen at the 
Sept. 12 meeting.
 North Star Housing, LLC, introduced an affordable 
housing development that would be located at 325 
Wildwood Drive.
 Andrew Danner, owner and key principal of North 
Star Housing, LLC, introduced the development, to be 
called The Cottages at Oak Creek, to the aldermen.

 The development is planned to have approximate-
ly 48 permanent residential units with one, two and 
three bedrooms.
 The two-story quadplex townhomes are expected 
to have a community center near the development’s 
entrance.
 Parker Development, LLC, introduced a work-
force housing development that would be located off 
Green Mountain Drive, approximately 500 feet south 

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 The next step of the 76 
Project has passed the 
first reading.
 Moving the currently 
overhead utility lines un-
derground from Presley’s 
Theater to the Branson 
Ferris Wheel property 
has been a long-await-
ed move for some of the 
current businesses in the 
area.
 Amending the adopt-
ed 2019 budget to adjust 
monies for the project 
was originally postponed 
at the Aug. 27 meeting. 
It passed after Mayor 
Edd Akers voted yes to 
the tied vote by the al-
dermen at the Sept. 12 
meeting. It will need to 
be approved on a sec-
ond reading at the next 
aldermen meeting to go 

into effect.
 “I am very supportive 
of the 76 project ... my 
struggle is the timing,” 
said Ward ll Alderman 
Larry Milton, who vot-
ed against the measure. 
“For the life of me, I want 
that project to move for-
ward, I just don’t think it 
comes before several of 
our urgent needs.”
 Ward lll Alderman 
Kevin McConnell stated 
during the Aug 27 meet-
ing that, “we don’t have 
the funds” and “the mon-
ey can be used for other 
things.’’
 During the Aug. 27 
meeting Stan Dobbins, 
city administrator said 
that, “it’s a matter of 
keeping promises.”

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 Downtown Branson will be the center of attention 
this week as the 46th Annual Autumn Daze Festival, 
which features homemade crafts, foods, live enter-
tainment and more, returns for another year. 
 The festival is free to the public.
 Autumn Daze is set to see more than 80 vendors, 
featuring “handcrafted, unique items, décor,” as 
well as direct sale items. Some featured items in-
clude African-made woven baskets, Gecko heat 
packs, handmade goat milk soaps, body butter and 
sugar scrubs, wood carvings, Scentsy wax, oils and 
diffusers, embroidery, handmade jewelry, quilts and 
more.  
 Many vendors will be demonstrating their tech-
niques. Artisans and crafters will exhibit their work 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday and Friday, and from 
9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Saturday. 
 Also, many of the locally owned “mom and pop” 
downtown businesses will participate in sidewalk 
sales.
 In addition to the vendors, Autumn Daze will also 
feature continuous entertainment from some of the 
area’s most popular local performers, and even a 
few Branson stars. 

By Joshua Clark
jclark@bransontrilakesnews.com
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