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 Emmy Award winning tele-
vision personality and Chef 
Restaurateur Guy Fieri is open-
ing a new restaurant in Bran-
son in 2020.
 In a press release, FACE 
Hospitality, a subsidiary of 
FACE Amusement Group, an-
nounced their partnership 
with Fieri to open Guy Fieri’s 
Branson Kitchen + Bar at the 
Branson Landing. The Branson 
Landing is also home to other 
FACE properties including the 
Mirror Maize, 7D Dark Ride 
Adventure and Arcade City At-
tractions.
 Scheduled to open Sum-
mer of 2020, the nearly 

8,000-square-foot kitchen 
and bar will be open daily for 
lunch and dinner. Restaurant 
guests will be able to enjoy 
Feiri’s award-winning dishes, 
craft beers and cocktails with 
both indoor and outdoor seat-
ing options, with views of Lake 
Taneycomo, according to the 
release.
 “I’m all about great food, 
good times and big fun so to 
be able to partner up with folks 
like FACE Hospitality is a per-
fect opportunity to bring it all 
together in one place…Bran-
son!,” said Fieri in the release.
 The menu will showcase 
Fieri’s signature, bold flavors 

with featured items like his 
Trash Can Nachos, award-win-
ning Bacon Mac N Cheese 
Burger and Bourbon Brown 
Sugar BBQ Wings. Additional 
menu items include signature 
sandwiches, scratch made en-
trees, house smoked meats, as 
well as desserts, such as the 
Pretzel and Potato Chip Cov-
ered Marbled Cheesecake, the 
release stated.
 “FACE Amusement Group 
has been serving up fun and 
excitement in the Branson area 
for the past three years,” said 
President of FACE Hospitality 
Rosemary Rose in the release. 
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Chef Guy Fieri is set to open a new restaurant at Branson Landing 
next year.
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Library continues quest for Taney Co. financial assistance

 Taneyhills Community Library of-
ficials returned to the Taney County 
Commission on Dec. 16 to follow-up 
on their request for financial assistance 
from the county.
 On Dec. 9, Taneyhills Community 
Library Director Marcia Schemper-Car-
lock shared plans with commissioners 
for the library’s proposed $75,000 con-
struction project, which would update 
the front entrance of the building to be 
more handicapped-accessible. 
 Schemper-Carlock explained that the 
building, which was designed in 1976, 
does not have an ADA compliant ramp. 
The small size of the ramp threshold 
causes problems for those with mobili-
ty issues and the roof isn’t connected to 
the gutters, which causes water to drip 

down onto the ramp and freeze in the 
winter time.  
 In response to these issues, the library 
has been working with an architect, ac-
cording to Schemper-Carlock.
 “What we have going here is we are 
going to have an awning installed to 
cover that walkway area, so that we can 
eliminate that condensation and the ic-
ing problems,” said Schemper-Carlock. 
“We’re going to put handicap push but-
tons on the doors to make it easier for 
people with a scooter or with a walker 
or a wheelchair to get into the build-
ing.”
 Schemper-Carlock said that as the 
library serves the residents of Taney 
County, they were hopeful that the 
county would consider contributing to 

their project, which they have already 
raised $45,000 for. 
 “I’d love to see you give 10% of the 
cost – $7,500. I don’t know if you have 

money in your year-end budget or if 
you can focus it in for next year,” said 
Schemper-Carlock.
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The entrance to the Taneyhills Community Library.
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Bloom Church moves to old theater
 The old Kirby VanBurch 
theater is the new home 
to Bloom Church, which 
was previously located at 
the Branson Meadows.
 “The abandoned Kirby 
VanBurch theater is now 
completely remodeled 
and renovated to be a 
center for life change in 
our community,” said Ex-
ecutive Pastor Tyler Long.
 According to their web-
site, Bloom Church was 
founded in March 2012 
and launched March 3, 
2013.
 Bloom Church is now 
at 2353 State Highway 
248 and hosts services on 
Sundays at 9 a.m., 10:45 
a.m. and 5 p.m. They also 

have two services provid-
ed in Forsyth at 9 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m.
 “It’s nice actually hav-
ing the space to be able 
to do what we need to 
do,” said Founding Pas-
tor Michael Carlton. “It’s 
nice being able to have 
less services, at the time 
being, and then be able to 
grow into more services 
because now we have the 
ability to.”
 With this new location 
and renovations, Bloom 
Church finally has the 
space it needs to continue 
to grow.
 “We definitely think 
we’ll need to add some 
more services (and) that’s 

a good problem to have,” 
said Carlton. “We never 
want to make people feel 
like there’s no room for 
them and that we don’t 
have a place for them. I’m 
very strategic with that. I 
don’t want a crowd or a 
service to feel too full or 
someone to walk in and 
go, ‘you know what, they 
don’t have a place for 
me,’ so we always want 
to make sure that we’re 
thinking about that.
 “When we add a ser-
vice, it’s because we feel 
like there’s a capacity 
limit to a room size, and 
we want to make sure 
that when new families 
come into our church 
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“The abandoned Kirby VanBurch theater, is now completely remodeled and reno-
vated to be a center for life change in our community,” said Executive Pastor Tyler 
Long.
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The Forsyth High School Band was one of dozens of participants who marched in the Forsyth Christmas Parade 
Dec. 14. See page 9A for more photos.
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Guy Fieri to open Branson 
restaurant and bar in 2020

See FIERI on Page 3A

they go, ‘hey, I can call 
this place home. They’re 
not too big for me, it’s not 
too uncomfortable, it’s not 
too packed out. I could 

actually make this a place 
where I can build rela-
tionships and have fami-
ly.’”
 Bloom Church also 
wants to reach out to 
those who are currently 
looking for a church or 
don’t have a church fami-
ly to call home.
 “There’s a lot of reasons 
why people feel scared 
to go to church, maybe 
they’ve been hurt in the 
past or they’ve had hurt 
in their life; all of that we 
understand,” said Carlton. 
“Our biggest thing is we 
want to make people feel 
like they are loved, that 
they matter, that they are 
welcome and that we are 
so honored for them to be 
here. Everything we try to 
do is to make people feel 
that way. We want you to 
come into this place and 
you not feel confused, 

you not feel neglected 
or feel like it’s a bunch 
of cliques. We want you 
to know that it’s a family, 
we’re the family of faith.”
 Pastor Carlton also puts 
an emphasis on #ForTh-
eOzarks.
 “Your first few years, 
you’re just trying to get 
a foundation going, and 
now we feel like God’s 
really shifting us to this 
place where we say ‘hey, 
we need to really under-
stand what we’re for,’” 
said Carlton. “We’re for 
the Ozarks, we’re for our 
cities, we’re for our com-
munities, we’re for the 
people in our communi-
ties and we want every-
thing to be about that. 
We’re for you because 
God’s for you and God 
wants you to thrive and 
that’s what we’re striving 
to try to be.”

Forsyth Christmas Parade
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