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Hillary Cohen at her machine during the first Sew-A-Ton.

 A Branson performer is taking part in a 12 hour na-
tional “Sew-A-Thon.”
 Mallory Cunningham, dance captain and dancer on 
the Showboat Branson Belle, is working with the event 
creator and long time friend Hillary Cohen, located in 
Encino, California, to help out the community of essen-
tial workers (non-medical, such as grocery store and 
gas station employees) in this time of need.
 “The background of this event is that the creator of 
the event, Hillary Cohen, was looking for a way to help 
out her community in California during this pandem-
ic,” said Cunningham.
 “She works on NCIS Los Angeles, and when the 
show season was cut short for quarantine season, she 
decided to use her life-long love of crafting to create as 
many masks as she could for the essential workers in 
her area. She shared her cause with friends, co-workers 
and family, and, seeing interest, decided to respond to 
the 100 Million Masks Challenge with a 12 hour Sew-
A-Thon.”

Submitted by Mallory Cunningham

COVID-19 update

 Late last week, Missouri Governor Mike Parson is-
sued a statewide “Stay Home Missouri” order.
 In a press release, Parson stated that the order is an 
effort to control, contain and combat COVID-19. The 
order went into effect at 12:01 a.m. Monday, April 6.
 The order states that residents shall avoid leaving 
home unless necessary.
 “First and foremost, I want everyone to know that I 
love this state and the people of this state,” Governor 
Parson said in the press release. “The people of this 
great state clearly define who we are in Missouri, and 
as Governor, I have no greater responsibility than to 
protect the health, well-being, and safety of all Mis-
sourians.”
 The governor’s order includes specific guidance for 
staying home, social distancing, businesses and em-
ployees, schools, restaurants, firearm sales, and state 
government buildings.
 Among other guidelines, the Order requires the fol-
lowing:
– Individuals currently residing within the state of 
Missouri shall avoid leaving their homes or places of 
residence. 
– All individuals in the state of Missouri shall avoid 
social gatherings of more than ten (10) people. 
– All public and charter schools must remain closed 
for the duration of the Order.
– Any entity that does not employ individuals to per-
form essential worker functions, as set forth in guid-
ance provided by the federal government, shall ad-
here to the limitations on social gatherings and social 
distancing. 
– Any entity that employs individuals to perform es-

sential worker functions, and that is engaged in retail 
sales to the public, shall limit the number of individu-
als in any particular retail location as follows:
– Twenty-five (25) percent or less of the entity’s au-
thorized fire or building code occupancy, as set by 
local authorities, for a retail location with square foot-
age of less than ten thousand square feet (10,000 ft²);
– Ten (10) percent or less of the entity’s authorized 
fire or building code occupancy, as set by local au-
thorities, for a retail location with square footage of 
ten thousand square feet (10,000 ft²) or more.
 The order does not prohibit Missourians from ac-
cessing essential services, such as grocery stores, 
gas stations, and banks, or engaging in outdoor rec-
reation, provided that necessary precautions are 
taken and maintained to reduce the transmission of 
COVID-19, including observing the social gathering 
and social distancing requirements set forth in the Or-
der.
 The release states that the order shall be observed 
throughout the state and enforced by all local and 
state health authorities. Local public health authori-
ties are directed to carry out and enforce the provi-
sions of the Order by any legal means.
 “There comes a time when we have to make ma-
jor sacrifices in our lives. Many of us make sacrifices 
each and every day, but now more than ever, we must 
all make sacrifices,” Governor Parson said. “This is 
not about any one individual person. This is about 
our families, friends, neighbors, and the entire state of 
Missouri. For the sake of all Missourians, be smart, be 
responsible, and stay home, Missourians.”

Missouri under stay-at-home order; new area cases, 
Including first death; Cox employees exposed

By Branson Tri-Lakes News staff
bransontrilakesnews.com

National Sew-A-Thon 
to be recorded live

See SEW on Page 3 See COVID Page 2


