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• Over 50 years in Branson
• Educated and experienced  
   in business
Bachelors Degree in
  Business/Accounting
Recently retired COO of regional

  utility company

• Proven community
leadership and service
City of Branson Finance Committee
Skaggs Foundation (Current President)
Branson Christmas Coalition
  (Current Treasurer)
Branson/Hollister Rotary
Taney County Ambulance District

The Easter Bunny
will be hopping into

Taney Co. this weekend

 With a keen eye and a basket in hand children can 
show off their hunting skills as they search for eggs, 
candy and prizes left by the Easter Bunny at area Easter 
events this weekend. 
 Forsyth kicked off the egg hunting season on March 
27 at Shoals Bend Park, but there are still upcoming 
Easter events open to the families in Taney County 
scheduled for this weekend.
 The Branson Parks & Recreation Department will 

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

18 month old Carsyn Voliva tenatively gave the Easter 
Bunny a high five at the 2021 Forsyth Easter Egg Hunt on 
March 27. 
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host the 5th Annual Branson Communi-
ty Easter Egg Hunt presented by Branson 
United Methodist Church and Tri-Lakes 
Christian Church. This free event opens 
on April 3 at  9 a.m. at the Branson Rec-
Plex ball field complex for children 10 
years old and younger.
 The event will feature hunts for dif-
ferent age groups, as well as prizes, in-
flatables, family-friendly activities and a 
chance to take a picture with the Easter 
Bunny.
 There will be over 12,000 candy 
filled eggs and hundreds of prizes will 
be available. Participants will need to 
provide their own basket or bag for eggs 
and prizes.
 Participants will be expected to wear 
face coverings during the events and 
social distance when possible. Hunts 
will be spread out over separate fields 
to provide adequate space for social dis-
tancing.
 For more information call the Branson 
RecPlex at 417-335-2368 or visit www.
bransonparksandrecreation.com/729/
Easter-Egg-Hunt
 The Hollister Chamber of Commerce 

is hosting its 35th Annual Great Hol-
lister Easter Egg Hunt on April 3 at the 
Hollister High School Football Field. 
 Kids will be able to hunt for 10,000 
eggs in three age groups and meet the 
Easter Bunny at this free event. 
This year the event has some new addi-
tions including;:an obstacle course, col-
oring contest, scavenger hunt, a photo 
backdrop and a performance by Diskey 
the Wonder Dog. 
The tentative schedule:
- 11:30 Gates Open
- 12:30 Easter Bunny Arrives
- 1:00 Hunt for ages 1 - 5
- 1:20 Hunt for ages 6 - 8
- 1:40 Hunt for ages 9 - 11
 Masks are required where social dis-
tancing is not possible.
 For more information go to hollister-
chamber.net/event-4229526
 Grace Community Assembly will be 
hosting an Easter Egg Hunt at Eiserman 
Park. Registration starts at 1:30 p.m. and 
the egg hunt will start at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day April 3. This is a free event for chil-
dren up to 12 years old. 

See EASTER on Page 2A

Six people found safe after capsizing canoes in Lake Taneycomo

 Six missing individuals are safe and accounted for 
after capsizing their canoes on Lake Taneycomo Sun-
day evening, March 28.
 Due to the unique location of the incident, both the 
Western Taney County Fire Protection District and 
Branson Fire-Rescue were dispatched to the waterway 
at approximately 7:15 p.m. on report of six missing 
people who had capsized their canoes in the water. 
 Western Taney County Fire Battalion Chief Danny 
Rylott said both departments came together and de-
veloped a plan to begin the search for the missing per-
sons.
 “Three boats were launched from the Scotty’s Trout 
Dock area. Two from Western Taney County and one 
from the Branson Fire Department,” said Rylott. “They 
both worked their way up stream looking for the peo-
ple.”
 However, Rylott said it wasn’t long before reports 
started coming in that one of the missing persons had 
found their way out of the water. 
 “One of them made it to shore at the Sunset Inn 
Park on the Branson side and was met by the Bran-
son Police Department  there and was attended to by 
the Taney County Ambulance District,” said Rylott. 

By Tim Church
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Western Taney County Fire Fighter Logan Young looks out over the Lake Taneycomo 
during Sunday evening’s rescue efforts. 

Courtesy of Western Taney County Fire

See CANOES on Page 2A

Stone County Clerk provides election need to knows

 The April 6 Municipal Election is officially a week away.
 Stone County residents will have several things to choose from 
and it’s important to know what to expect.
 According to Stone County Circuit Clerk Cindy Elmore, although 
the expected turnout is small, voters are still asked to have patience 
throughout the voting process.
 “Typically in the April election it’s anywhere from 7-10%. It’s not 
an overly big turnout, it never has been,” said Elmore. “In Stone 
County we have 29 different ballot styles for this one election and 
that takes them a little extra time to get the right ballot to go to that 
person.”
 Even though almost all the polling places have remained the 
same, a small change has occurred that will affect a few voters.
 “I did have to combine a poll, it’s up here in the north part of 
the county. It was my Lincoln precinct, I have combined it with 
my Washington one in Galena about five miles down the road,” 
said Elmore. “We weren’t able to use the building anymore so I just 
combined one.”
 COVID-19 precautions will still be in place for the Municipal 
Election, including masks and sanitizing voting stations for voters. 
According to Elmore, they’re doing even more to help out this time 

around.
 “This was kind of (the) direction (given) from the Secretary of 
State’s office: they are asking us to send out the PPE (personal pro-
tective equipment) stuff this time just as a precaution, which I’m 
going to do,” said Elmore. “I will send out masks and gloves and 
the usual thing that we did all last year. So when they go to vote 
just be a little patient because it takes them time to get everything 
ready but other than that it’s going to be kind of following along 
with what last year was. This may be the last time we have to go to 
that kind of extreme.”
 Absentee voting is also still helping many voters practice their 
civic duty as the election nears.
 “We’ve mailed out about 254 ballots and we’ve got about 55% 
of them back,” said Elmore. “The polls close at 7 p.m. so we should 
have our absentee ballot (totals) up on the website first thing, usu-
ally before 7:30 p.m. if we can get everything in because it takes us 
a little while because we have to hand-put the data in.
 “I just encourage everybody to get out and vote and take part in 
the Municipal Election.”
 Stay tuned to bransontrilakesnews.com to catch the April 6 local 
election results.

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com
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