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The news of 2019: Stories that help shape the year in the Tri-Lakes area

MAY (continued)

 Hail and high wind damage proper-
ties
 A storm system hauling golf ball- to 

baseball-sized hail, up to 75-mile per 
hour winds and heavy rainfall made 
a quick, but damaging stop in Taney 
County on Wednesday. 
 “It was a very intense storm that ac-

tually moved through portions of the 
Branson area and into portions of Taney 
County as well,” said Springfield Na-
tional Weather Service Meteorologist 
Cory Rothstein. “As far as the storm type 
… it quickly pulsed up as a storm and 
just got a large strong downdraft that 
came down.”
 The storm proceeded to produce 
widespread damage from high winds 
and hail across the entire county.  
 “Wind driven hail caused a lot of 
damage to siding, windows, cars and 
we even had a wind report of up to 75 
miles per hour again in the Hollister 
area.”

JUNE

 Alderman looking at ways to rein in 
ticket sellers
 Branson’s newest alderman is looking 
to level what he says has become an un-
even playing field with ticket resellers in 
the community.
 Larry Milton, who was elected to the 
city’s board of aldermen in April, said 
there has been a problem with decep-
tive practices from some ticket resellers, 
and those deceptive practices have only 
grown in the past year.
 “It’s been an issue for quite a while, 
it’s just been getting to be a larger prob-
lem, especially about a year ago,” Mil-

ton said. “Six months ago it was getting 
real loud, and when I decided to run for 
alderman, I had a ton of theaters and 
shows sit with me and ask if there’s any-
thing we can do.”
 Ticket resale businesses purchase 
bulk tickets from shows at a discounted 
rate and then sells them for a profit. The 
perceived benefit for shows is that they 
get cash up-front, and the resellers help 
promote the shows.
 Milton said the practice ultimately 
hurts area shows, and in some cases, re-
sults in resellers falsely claiming a show 
is sold out.

 Bridge opens earlier than expected
 A full three weeks ahead of sched-
ule, the Missouri Department of Trans-
portation has reopened the Long Creek 
Bridge.
 The bridge, which carries Missouri 86 
traffic across Table Rock Lake between 
Ridgedale and Blue Eye, reopened to 
drivers at 8:15 a.m. on Friday.
 In a press release, MoDOT Senior 
Communications Specialist Angela 
Eden said crews completed the urgent 
repairs to the structural steel that con-
nects the bridge’s driving surface to the 
truss support system, which was expect-
ed to take up to 30 days to complete. 

From the pages of the Branson Tri-Lakes News

See TOP STORIES Page 8A

 The Taney County 2020 Bud-
get has been approved.   
 On Monday Jan. 6, the Taney 
County Commission approved 
the proposed 2020 budget pre-
sented by Taney County Audi-
tor David Clark. 
 Clark shared with commis-
sioners that the total expen-
ditures approved for Gen-
eral County Revenue was 
$16,755,685.45. He added 

that the total expenditures 
for the whole county was 
$61,213,130.20.
 “We have right now a bal-
ance of $36,168,965.70, but 
with all the revenue that’s go-
ing to be collected its going 
to be $43,825,701.88 in the 
revenue,” said Clark. “The to-
tal amount that we’re (project-
ing to end at) is going to be 
$18,781,537.38.”  Clark shared that when mak-

ing preparations for the 2020 
budget, he elected to go to ev-
ery single county department 
head and elected official in 
advance to go over and discuss  
their needs for the year.
 “The budget went pret-
ty smooth. I’ve heard a lot of 
people say that it was a pretty 
smooth development of this 
budget to get the numbers in,” 
said Clark. “I think everything 

went pretty successful this 
year.”
 In 2018, the 2019 county 
budget was prepared and sub-
mitted to the commission by 
former Taney County Auditor 
Rick Findley before he left of-
fice at the end of term. Now a 
year later, Clark was given the 
chance to create and present 
his first budget from start to fin-
ish. 
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Up and coming businesses in Branson
What you need to know

 There has been a lot of chatter about 
up and coming businesses in Branson.
 Here is a behind the scenes look at 
what is happening with four up and 
coming businesses.
 Up first is the widely talked about ar-
rival of Aldi.
 Aldi will be located at 1231 Branson 
Hills Pkwy, on the other side of Branson 
Hills Pkwy across from Lakeland Phar-
macy.
 Aldi is a supermarket company.
 According to the Director of Planning & 
Development, Joel Hornickel, the city has 
completed the first round of plan review 
and is awaiting the applicant’s responses 
to the staff’s outstanding comments.
 However, the applicant has stated that 
the project will be in a “holding pattern” 
for an unknown amount of time with no 
current ETA (estimated time of arrival).
 Another business coming to town is 
Ross: Dress For Less.
 Ross will be at 1057 Branson Hills 
Pkwy., in the previous Bed Bath and Be-
yond location at Branson Hills.

 Ross Stores, Inc. (Ross Dress for Less) 
is a chain of discount department stores.
 According to Hornickel, the city is-
sued a “prep demo” permit on Dec. 30.
 According to the city of Branson, there 
is no ETA on Ross, as they have only 
recently been issued a permit for prep 
demo. The city has not received any 
plans for improvements to their space at 
this time.
 Also, there is Aquarium at the Board-
walk.
 The Aquarium will be located at 2700 
West 76 Country Blvd, at the former 
Grand Palace property.
 According to their website, Aquari-
um at the Boardwalk Branson is being 
designed to focus on fun as you take a 
walking journey through the oceans of 
the world. Here, you’ll be mesmerized 
by up-close views of amazing creatures 
ranging from colorful fish, seahorses 
and jellyfish to octopi, eels and sharks. 
Along the way, you’ll enjoy all kinds of 
entertaining activities such as taking a 
photo wearing a high-tech diving suit, 

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

The new WonderWorks attraction is set to open later this year. The stretch of 76 Coun-
try Blvd. in front of the construction site will be closed until Jan. 26.

Madison Bryan  •  mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

coloring a fish and watching it come to 
life on screen, and climbing through a 
kelp forest.
 According to Hornickel, construction 

is ongoing and recent inspections have 
included “rough-in” for plumbing and 
fire systems.
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The Long Creek Bridge, located between Ridgedale and Blue Eye, was repaired a full 
three weeks ahead of schedule earlier this year.
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