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The 48th Annual Autumn Daze to be held 

 Fall is in the air and 
that means it is time for 
Branson’s annual Au-
tumn Daze Festival. 
 Downtown Branson 
Betterment Association 
will host the 48th Annu-
al Autumn Daze Festival 
this week. The festival 
will feature homemade 
crafts, foods, live en-
tertainment and more. 
Artisans and crafters 

will exhibit their work 
in historic downtown 
Branson Thursday, Sept. 
16  through Saturday, 
Sept 18, according to 
the Explore Branson 
website. 
 The festival is a free 
event and will be open 
Thursday and Friday 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sat-
urday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

Downtown Branson Betterment Association will host the 48th Annual Autumn Daze Festival
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See AUTUMN on Page 2A

Second arrest made in Taney County abuse case

 A second arrest has been made in 
the abuse and prostitution case involv-
ing two disabled victims in Forsyth.
 Andrew Dennis Vandorn, 40, has 
been charged with Financial Exploita-
tion of an Elderly or Disabled Person, 
Trafficking for the Purposes of Sexu-
al Exploitation, First Degree Rape or 
Attempted Rape, and other sexually 
based offenses.
 Court documents state that Vandorn 
“neglected the mental and physical 
health” of T.B., an adult woman who 
had been described in court docu-

ments by a witness as having the men-
tality of a 12-year-old.
 Vandorn is the step-brother of the fe-
male victim in this case.
 Investigators claim that T.B. stated 
she was often hungry because Van-
dorn and his mother, Ann Schilling, 
would use T.B.’s $583 a month Social 
Security payments on drugs and then 
not provide her with food. Vandorn 
did not work and lived off the income 
of T.B. and a second victim, Vandorn’s 
step-father. 

By Jason Wert
jwert@bransontrilakesnews.com

Two arrests have been made in connection with alleged 
abuse inside this Forsyth home.

JasonWert•jwert@bransontrilakesnews.com

See ABUSE on Page 2A

The resignation of an entire police department in a Stone 
County town continues to draw national attention. 

JasonWert•jwert@bransontrilakesnews.com

Kimberling City Police 
resignation letters released 

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

 The resignation of an entire police 
department in a Stone County town 
continues to draw national attention. 
 Since Aug. 23, all five members of 
the Kimberling Police Department 
handed in letters of resignation leaving 
the city without a police department. 
The resignations have left many in the 

small community of Kimberling City 
questioning how this could happen 
and why.  
 The Branson Tri-Lakes News request-
ed the resignation letters from the City 
of Kimberling City and we are printing 
them in their entirety.

See POLICE on Page 3A

State of the Ozarks Fest returns for fifth year

 Downtown Hollister 
will see musicians, craft-
ers, artists, dancers, his-
torians, cosplayers, food 
and more on Saturday, 
Sept. 18, as the 5th An-
nual State of the Ozarks 
Fest returns. 
 State of the Ozarks 
Fest is a one-day cele-
bration, hosted by State 

of the Ozarks Magazine, 
bringing the communi-
ty together in a height-
ened street fair filled to 
the brim with food, art, 
craftsmanship, and up-
roarious fun, all tied to 
the history and culture 
of our land, according to 
the State of the Ozarks 
website. 

 State of the Ozarks Ed-
itor-in-Chief Joshua Hes-
ton said he’s glad to be 
able to continue to bring 
people together to cel-
ebrate the unique arts, 
music, and people of the 
Ozarks.
 “SOTO Fest is the an-
nual celebration the 
State of the Ozarks hosts 

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

State of the Ozarks Fest is a one-day celebration, hosted by State of the Ozarks Magazine, 
which takes place on Downing Street in Hollister. 
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in Hollister. Our goal is 
to preserve and celebrate 
Ozark history and cul-
ture. It is also a celebra-
tion of our community,” 
Heston said. “It’s an ex-
tremely varied festival.”
 The event is free to 
the public and will take 
place from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. along Downing 
Street in Hollister. 
 This year the festival 
will feature traditional 
craftsmen, contempo-
rary artists, Ozarks his-
tory, local food, Ozark 
Mountain music, mod-
ern dance, cosplay, and 
European combat.
 “We currently have 
the Order of the Red 
Boar, Branson Karate, 
Premiere Dance Acad-
emy, Queen City Beard 
& Mustache Federa-
tion (competition), Luke 
Acker, the Wrights, Tom 
Lovato Band, Russ and 
Diskey the Wonder 
Dog, Independent Fight-
ing Systems and Ozark 
Mountain Music Associ-
ation scheduled to per-
form,” Heston said. 
 Heston explained, to 
him, the heart of the fes-
tival is to share the his-
tory of the Ozarks, but it 

also allows members of 
the community to share 
their stories and talents 
with others.  
 “It is very important for 
us to share the history of 
the area not only with 
visitors to the Ozarks but 
with those who make 
their home here. This 
area is so rich in a unique 
perspective and history,” 
Heston said. “SOTO Fest 
also gives our local art-
ists, craftsmen and per-
formers a place to ex-
press themselves.”
 SOTO Fest hosts sever-
al groups and individuals 
who will be dressed up 
in historical costumes, 
cosplay, or unique garb. 
Attendees are also invit-
ed to don their very own 
costumes at the festival.
 “For a lot of people, 
being in cosplay, peri-
od clothing and reen-
actment clothing allows 
them to feel like their 
most authentic selves. It 
is a unique aspect of our 
festival. We encourage 
anyone who shows up to 
be dressed in costume. It 
brings a fun dynamic to 
our street festival, which 
everyone can enjoy.”

See FEST on Page 2A
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