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Shepherd’s Pumpkin Fest offers 
full month of fall family fun 

 Now through the rest of this month, Shepherd of 
the Hills invites folks to join them for their inaugural 
Shepherd’s Pumpkin Fest.
 Shepherd’s Pumpkin Fest provides families the 
chance to indulge in all of their favorite fall-time ac-
tivities, according to Shepherd of the Hills General 
Manager Jeff Johnson.
 “We got pumpkin painting. We’ve got a little 
pumpkin patch that we planted down on the farm. So 
we’ve been picking pumpkins,” Johnson said. “We’ve 
got different decorative stuff that we’re selling as well 
as just a number of activities for kids. Pumpkin bowl-
ing, bounce houses, face painting, pumpkin painting, 
scarecrow building and that sort of thing. So they can 
come out and pick out a pumpkin and take it home 
with them.”
 While Shepherd of the Hills is one of Branson’s 
main tourist attractions, Johnson added they also 
wanted to create an event that locals could come and 
enjoy.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Shepherd’s Pumpkin Fest offers a variety of family photo opportunities and activities.
TimChurch•tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

New state park to host 
public information meeting

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 Missouri State Parks representatives will 
be hosting an informational public meeting 
at the highly anticipated Ozark Mountain 
State Park.
 The meeting is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 15 at Ozark Mountain State 
Park, 4424 Sycamore Church Rd. Branson, 
at the metal barn in the park.

 At the meeting, the public will be able to 
share comments, ask questions and listen 
to the staff provide information.
 According to a press release provided by 
Missouri State Parks, input from the pub-
lic is important to the Missouri State Parks. 
These meetings give staff an opportunity to 
inform the public of the current status and 
future plans, while also allowing the public 
to provide feedback.
 All COVID-19 guidelines are strongly en-

couraged at the meeting, including: practic-
ing social distancing, using hand sanitizer, 
avoiding large crowds, staying home if sick 
and wearing face coverings when proper 
social distancing isn’t possible.
 Ozark Mountain State Park is not yet 
open to the public. According to Superin-
tendent Carl Bonnell, it is too early in the 
process to provide an estimated opening 
date.

Neighbors and Friends of Table Rock Lake
Fundraiser for Stone and Taney county charities

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 Neighbors and Friends of Table Rock Lake 
is hosting a Craft Extravaganza to raise mon-
ey for Stone and Taney county charities.
 The Craft Extravaganza is going to be held 
under tents at Harter House in Kimberling City 
on Saturday, Oct. 17 from 9 a.m. till 5 p.m. and 
Sunday, Oct. 18 from 9 a.m. till 3 p.m.
 “Neighbors and Friends in the past have 
had a Home Tour the first weekend of De-
cember and a Twilight Fundraiser live and 
silent auction in October, which were can-

celed due to COVID,” said Barbara Walker, 
Neighbors and Friends of Table Rock Lake 
publicity. “Those were our two main fund-
raisers. Last year we raised $62,000 for local 
Stone and Taney county charities, and the 
year before we raised $72,000.”
 Despite the pandemic forcing Neighbors 
and Friends to alter their original schedule, 
they’ve found a new, fun way to bring every-
one together.
 “This year, obviously we’ve had no luck 
in raising anything,” said Walker. “So, one 
of our interest groups are ‘the Crafters,’ and 
they decided that they wanted to hold a 

fundraiser.
 “So, we all joined together and hundreds 
of different ladies throughout Stone and 
Taney county have been working on all dif-
ferent kinds of items, all kinds of decor for 
Christmas, Halloween, Thanksgiving, dif-
ferent jellies, canned goods; we’re going to 
have a raffle, probably have about 20 raffle 
baskets that you’ll be able to buy a chance 
to. One of our members’ husband made an 
Adirondack chair (handcrafted water ski Ad-
irondack chair) that will be a separate silent 
auction item that people can bid on.”

Care For Kids donating more sooner to area schools
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 During a time filled with tre-
mendous uncertainty and finan-
cial hardship, Silver Dollar City 
Foundation’s Care For Kids, with 
the help of Woodland Hills Fam-
ily Church, has made sure that 
Stone and Taney county children 
have the funding needed to suc-
ceed, sooner.
 According to Silver Dollar 
City Foundation President John 
Baltes, for the last 15 years Care 
For Kids has provided funding to 
14 school districts in Stone and 
Taney County to help schools 
meet student’s physical needs: 

coats, medicine, shoes, meal 
programs, school supplies, field 
trips, rent and more.
 “The school has this flexi-
bility to help the student with 
those kinds of purchases so that 
they get back in the classroom 
and do what they do best,” said 
Baltes. “Annually, we give them 
a check in September, and with 
those funds they have the whole 
school year to spend those funds 
at their discretion.
 “We don’t tell them which 
kid gets it or doesn’t get it, they 
have full responsibility to make 

decisions. They know their kids 
best, they know who might need 
help with food or clothing or 
medicine or eye glasses. There’s 
really no limitation on it which 
really makes it helpful that they 
can move very quickly to help a 
child that’s hurting.”
 Thanks to a donation made by 
Woodland Hills Family Church 
in Branson, Stone and Taney 
county school districts were able 
to receive their funding in July, 
instead of September this year, 
so more money was delivered 
sooner to students in need.

 “That may not sound like a big 
deal, but we were very fortunate 
to have that donation made, and 
we just gave it right to the schools 
immediately,” said Baltes. “We 
get the dollars out in the com-
munity right away, so, that’s re-
ally what I think is important is 
that we realize that people on 
the front line, which are many of 
our teachers and counselors in 
the schools, they need this extra 
help that when a kid needs med-
icine and the family can’t afford 
it, the school can help.
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