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COVID-19 cases stress area healthcare systems

 COVID-19 cases throughout the 
region have been increasing be-
cause of the highly infectious Omi-
cron variant of the disease, which 
is causing increased stress on area 
health systems.
 The state of Missouri’s statistics 
show Taney County with 253 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 in the 
last seven-day period ending Janu-
ary 6, with an additional 145 sus-
pected cases. Stone County has 84 
confirmed cases in the last week, 
with an additional 49 cases.
 Katie Towns, head of the Spring-
field-Greene County Health De-
partment, noted all counties in Mis-
souri are seeing rises in the number 
of cases.
 “We’re going to see these num-
bers rise over the next couple 
weeks,” Towns said at a Jan. 5 press 
conference.
 Area health leaders are saying the 

challenge from Omicron is not nec-
essarily the variant will make peo-
ple as sick as the Delta variant or the 
initial strain, but the infectiousness 
of the disease can cause a more 
rapid spread, and more patients 
puts more impact on the ability for a 
healthcare system to provide care.
 “At Cox, our COVID cases are up 
sharply,” Amanda Hedgpeth, pres-
ident of Springfield Cox Hospitals, 
said at the press conference. “We 
have 124 patients hospitalized at 
Cox with COVID, a 31% increase 
in a week. We anticipate the hospi-
talization numbers to increase over 
the next week.”
 Cox Medical Center Branson, 
whose COVID-19 unit was de-
signed to hold six patients while 
sending the rest to Springfield, is 
currently holding 15 patients.
 Craig McCoy, President of Mercy 
Springfield, said at the press confer-

By Jason Wert
jwert@bransontrilakesnews.com

ence he could say “ditto” to the 
statistics which were shared by 
Hedgpeth.
 “We’re seeing a rapid spike,” 
McCoy said.

 The two hospital spokespeople 
were urging the community to get 
vaccinated as a way to stop the 
spread of the virus.

Last week, the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reported 

one in every three COVID-19 tests in the state were positive.

Courtesy of the Taney County Health Department

See COVID on Page 2A

 Stone County has been awarded federal grant funds to help sup-
plement emergency food and shelter programs in the county.
 According to a press release from OACAC of Stone County, the 
federal funds were made available through the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security Federal Emergency Management Agency un-
der the Emergency Food and Shelter National Board Program. The 
funds, which were appropriated by Congress, are to be distributed 
to help expand the capacity of food and shelter programs in high-
need areas around the country.
  Stone County was selected by a national board, which is chaired 
by the emergency management agency. The board also is made up 
of representatives from the American Red Cross; Catholic Chari-
ties, USA; National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; 
The Jewish Federations of North America, The Salvation Army; 
and the United Way Worldwide. 
 A local board made up of representatives from local organiza-
tions, churches and governments will determine how the funds 
awarded will be distributed to locally run emergency food and 
shelter programs in Stone County. The local board is responsible 
for recommending eligible agencies to receive these funds and 
any additional funds made available under this phase of the pro-
gram.

Stone Co. awarded 
federal grant funding

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

See GRANT on Page 2A

 The Taney County Health 
Department is providing 
the administration of the 
COVID-19 vaccinations for 
ages 12 and up. Children 
ages five to 11 can get vac-
cinated by appointment 
only.  For more information 
call 417.334.4544 ext. 590.

 The Stone County Health 
Department is currently vac-
cinating individuals age 12 
and up for Covid-19. SCHD 
currently has all 3 types of 
vaccines. Call 417-357-
6134 for an appointment.

 COVID-19 booster clinics 
will be held by the Taney 

County Health Department.
 Pfizer Clinics will be held 
Jan.18 and 25 from 9:00 a.m. 
to -12:30 p.m. for ages 16 
and up at the Branson Mead-
ows Mall, 4340 Gretna Road. 
To schedule an appoint-
ment visit hipaa.jotform.
com/213544476152152. 
 Moderna Clinics will be 
Jan. 20 and 27 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. for ages 16 and 
up at the Branson Meadows 
Mall, 4340 Gretna Road. 
To schedule an appoint-
ment visit hipaa.jotform.
com/220025284954151.
 For more information call 
417-334-4544 extension 
590.

COVID-19 vaccine and 
boosters available at
health departments

Almost half of Republican voters 
undecided on Congressional nominee

By Jason Wert
jwert@bransontrilakesnews.com

 A new survey conducted on be-
half of the Missouri Scout website 
is showing almost half of Republi-
can voters in the 7th Congressio-
nal district don’t know who they 
will vote for in the August Repub-
lican primary.
 The poll conducted by Reming-
ton Research Group on Jan. 6-7,  
surveyed 797 likely 2022 Repub-
lican primary voters within the 
proposed map of the 7th Congres-
sional District.
 According to the poll, 49% of 
likely Republican voters have not 
decided on who they will vote for 
in the August primary. Voters who 
expressed a preference chose 20th 
District State Senator Eric Burlison 
(21%) and 29th District State Sen-
ator Mike Moon (12%) as the two 
front runners. No other candidate 
reached a double-digit percentage 
in the overall numbers.
 “The only poll that really matters 
to me is election day,” Sen. Burli-
son told Branson Tri-Lakes News. 
“However, it’s great to have early 
support. I’ve worked hard during 
my time serving the area to be a 

reliable conservative, and when I 
look at the poll numbers, I think it 
shows I’ve been a true conserva-
tive.”
 In two major metros, Joplin 
and Springfield, Burlison led both 
cities but Joplin was significant-
ly more in play than Springfield, 
which is home area to both Bur-
lison and Jay Wasson. Burlison 
led in Joplin with 10% of voters, 
with 72% of the area’s voters un-
decided. In Springfield, Burlison 
(24%) led Moon (15%) and Was-
son (11%) with 42% of voters still 
undecided.
 “I’m flattered having that name 
recognition among 12 percent,” 
Sen. Moon told Branson Tri-Lakes 
News. “We still have a long way 
to go in the race, and we have a 
lot of work to do.”
 Candidate Audrey Richards told 
Branson Tri-Lakes News she sees 
positives in the poll despite being 
last among those who showed a 
preference in candidate.
 “The amount of undecided 
voters does not surprise me be-
cause people are searching for 

something other than more of the 
same,” Richards said. “I am grate-
ful for the 3% share I received 
in this poll and when I look at 
these numbers, all I see is room to 
grow.”
 Burlison led in a breakdown of 
voters into traditional, evangelical, 
or Trump Republicans; Moon was 
second for evangelical or Trump 
voters. Sam Alexander shows sec-
ond with 13% of traditional vot-
ers.
 “We believe when voters learn 
about Jay Wasson, his business 
background, his lifetime of com-
munity service and that he is a 
constitutional conservative who 
will put America first again, the 
undecided will overwhelmingly 
move to Jay Wasson,” Wasson’s 
campaign manager, Mavis Busiek, 
told Branson Tri-Lakes News.
 In addition to the candidate 
polling, the survey by moscout.
com asked Republican voters if 
the next Congressman’s next pri-
ority should be helping Southwest 
Missouri or stopping the agenda of 
the Biden Administration.

 In total, 58% of voters said the 
priority should be stopping the 
Biden agenda, with 38% choos-
ing putting helping Southwest 
Missouri first. Only 4% said they 
could not decide.
 Stopping the Biden administra-
tion was top priority in both Jop-
lin (57%) and Springfield (59%.) 
When broken down by ideology, 
stopping Biden was chosen as a 
majority by evangelicals (66%) 
and Trump voters (72%) while 
those who consider themselves 
traditional Republicans chose put-
ting Southwest Missouri first by a 
percentage point, 49-48%.
 Richards said she sees the two 
major answers working together.
 “Southwest Missouri always 
comes first, however, those two 
things work in concert because 
the needs and priorities of South-
west Missourians are often over-
looked by the Biden administra-
tion,” Richards said.
 The rest of the polling results 
can be found at moscout.com and 
were provided to the Branson Tri-
Lakes News courtesy of MOScout.
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