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Celebrity Car Museum brings vehicles, pop-culture fans together
 For those who love the DeLoren time machine from 
“Back to the Future,” K.I.T.T. from “Knight Rider,” the 
Mutt Cutts van from “Dumb and Dumber” or any of the 
many rides from “The Fast and the Furious” franchise, 
there’s a hidden gem of an attraction in Branson that 
should not be missed. 
 Located on the lower level of Dick Clark’s American 
Bandstand Theater, The Celebrity Car Museum: The Vel-
vet Collection features an immersive variety of more than 
100 vehicles from some of Hollywood’s biggest movies 
and television series. Social Media Manager Andy Simp-
son said the owner of the museum, Scott Velvet, is con-
stantly buying, selling and trading vehicles, so the celeb-
rity cars on display are always changing.
 “In general we change out about 30% of the cars every 
year. It equals probably two or three cars a month con-
stantly that we change,” said Simpson. “The newest stuff, 
which doesn’t even count what I have on the way, is the 
‘Thelma & Louise’ car, which is a big one because that’s 
old school Hollywood. It’s not a newer movie and there’s 
not a lot of older cars left out there.”

 Simpson added that the museum has a good relation-
ship with Netflix and Universal, so they’re able to get a 
lot of their cars from those studio properties. 
 “Lots of stuff from ‘Stranger Things,’ ‘Breaking Bad’ and 
‘Fast and the Furious.’ ‘Fast and the Furious’ has a new 
movie coming out. We’re already working on buying 
new cars from the new movie. They want to sell them 
to us, but they can’t until the movie’s out,” said Simpson. 
“Actually 95% of our cars are the screen used cars used 
to film the movie and not reproductions, so we do a lot 
with purchasing from production warehouses.”
 The Celebrity Car Museum opened in Branson in 2012. 
However, long before the Branson museum came along, 
the Velvet family had been collecting cars and celebrity 
memorabilia for many years. 
 “After Elvis passed they did a lot with Elvis Presley 
museums and Elvis Presley memorabilia,” said Simpson. 
“For a while that turned into screen used outfits and cos-
tumes and prop guns, and then it just became cars. Cars 
were the easiest way to do it.”
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The museum has more than 100 vehicles, including Vin 
Diesel’s purple 1967 Pontiac GTO from the film “xXx”. See CAR on Page 4

New family-friendly improv comedy show debuts in Branson

 On Friday, June 4, the Americana Theatre hosted the 
first of four special performances of The Arena; a new 
improv show in Branson. 
 Billed as a high energy, interactive, family-friendly 
comedy show, The Arena promises a hilarious time for 
all ages, according to Producer and Director Doug Ew-
art.
 “We have two teams of comedians that compete 
head-to-head for your laughs. We also have a panel of 
judges. The judges and the audience decide the win-
ning team at the end of the show,” said Ewart. “It’s 
a very friendly competition and very funny. We play 
improv games, so if you’ve seen ‘Whose Line Is It Any-

way?’ or familiar with ComedySportz and that kind of 
stuff, it’s very similar to that kind of format.” 
 Originally a native of Rolla, Missouri, Ewart said he 
grew up coming to Branson, which is what helped in-
spire the idea for the show.
 “I’ve been coming to Branson for years thinking it 
needed an improv comedy show that would appeal 
pretty much to all ages,” said Ewart. “I started working 
on it back in March.”
 Ewart said putting together this show during a pan-
demic was an interesting challenge, but they were able 
to still make it happen.
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The Arena, a new improv show at the Americana Theater, 
debuted the first of four scheduled shows on June 4. 
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See IMPROV on Page 6


