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Aldermen extend face-covering mandate indefinitely
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 On Oct. 13 the Branson Board of Aldermen 
voted to extend the city of Branson’s face cov-
ering ordinance.
 The ordinance was passed with an indefinite 
end date. Aldermen and/or the city can call for 
a special meeting at a later date to revisit the 
topic.

 “I choose to listen to the medical communi-
ty,” said Alderman Bill Skains. “If I go to a doc-
tor and I have an issue with my heart, then I go 
to them. If I have an issue with my lung or my 
foot, but in this particular situation it’s some-
how just different? You denigrate a man (Cox 
Medical Center Branson President William 
Mahoney, who spoke earlier in the meeting 
in favor of the mandate) of great integrity back 
there, and the other people, this guy was the 

head of the American Medical Association and 
the World Medical Association (David Barbe, 
M.D., M.H.A. who is currently a member of 
the AMA Board of Trustees and who also spoke 
earlier in the meeting in favor of extending the 
ordinance), and you sit there and shake your 
head that this means nothing to you. But, if you 
do have a heart attack you do go to a doctor 
and you will listen to them then.

Progress continues at Aquarium
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

Pictured is an updated look of the construction of the octopus that will 
wrap around the front of Aquarium at the Boardwalk as of Oct. 13.

 On Oct. 7 the installation of the 
greatly-anticipated Giant Pacific 
Octopus, that will wrap around 
the front of Aquarium at the Board-
walk, began.
 According to a press release by 
Kuvera Partners, Demiurge, a mul-
tifaceted art fabrication studio in 
Denver, collaborated with aquar-
ium developers Kuvera Partners, 
on this one-of- a-kind sculpture 
and will be on-site to install the 
structure over a six week period.
 According to the release, the 
octopus sculpture is built of stain-
less steel and painted carbon steel, 
weighs 34 tons and stands 55-feet 

tall. Panels of polyhedral stainless 
steel with varying surface textures 
and finishes make up the skin 
components. An intricate internal 
structure of steel coils creates the 
organic form and provides con-
nections for each of the panels. A 
fleet of 27 flatbed freight trucks, 
extending longer than three foot-
ball fields, transported the disas-
sembled art from Colorado to Mis-
souri. 
 The week of Sept. 20, world-re-
nowned Trompe L’oeil mural artist 
John Pugh began a month-long 
mural on the northwest corner of 
the aquarium. When completed, 
this will be “one of John’s largest 
ever masterpieces.”
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‘Old High School’ property has interested buyer
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 The “Old High School” property, lo-
cated at 300 S. 6th St. in Downtown 
Branson has an interested buyer.
 According to the staff report provided 
by the city of Branson, the buyer, Prairie 
Fire Development Group LLC, wants to 
buy the property “as is” for $25,000 and 
create a 40 unit affordable housing de-
velopment for individuals over 55 years 
old using MHDC tax credits.
 In 2019, Prairie Fire Development 
Group LLC executed an option to pur-
chase the property for $25,000 in an “as 
is” condition to build affordable hous-
ing, contingent on block grant funding 
opportunities after being the high bid-
der. The Option Agreement was termi-
nated because funding was not award-
ed by the state of Missouri, according to 
the report.

Affordable housing townhomes receive aldermen support
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com
 A proposed affordable housing develop-
ment at 325 Wildwood Drive, parallel to the 
Tanger Outlets, received unanimous support 
from the Branson aldermen.
 The proposed housing development by 
North Star Housing, LLC, to be called The 
Cottages at Oak Creek, will include approxi-
mately 40 permanent, two or three bedroom 
residential units, according to the staff report 
provided by the city of Branson.
 “I appreciate the time this year, I’m here to 
make a similar request as we did last year, 
not really much has changed,” said Andrew 

Danner, principal in North Star Housing, 
LLC. “We got good feedback from the Mis-
souri Housing Development Commission 
and now that they have more funding, now 
that the state low-income housing tax credits 
are available, we hope we can garner some 
funding here.
 “Our location is in a great walkable score 
area to jobs, opportunities and other means 
if they don’t have reliable transportation. So, 
we think our location and the surrounding 
amenities, along with the surrounding uses, is 
very complimentary for the townhome struc-
tures that we plan on building, 40 of them.”
 In addition, the two story, quadplex town-

homes are expected to be complimented by 
a community center near the development’s 
entrance.
 “We have two and three bedrooms, so it’s 
focused on families,” said Danner. “We’re 
working with OACAC (Ozarks Area Com-
munity Action Corporation) to do our sup-
portive services for the development. We’ve 
previously done a development down here 
with Developmental Connections – we did a 
100% special needs (housing development) 
up on E. 76 over there by their facility. This 
won’t be our first project done here, we’re 
excited to come back.”

The “Old High School,” as seen from College St. in Branson.
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IF YOU’VE BEEN THINKING 

ABOUT SELLING...

NOW IS THE TIME!

Call me today!

 417-331-3200

Inventory is low 
and

demand is high!

We would LOVE
to list your 

property FOR 
SALE

MOTEL OPPORTUNITY!

19 rooms PLUS 3 bedroom 
on-site living quarters, office 
and two car garage located 
minutes from Branson, CLOSE 
TO Silver Dollar City and Table 
Rock Lake. Convenient to all 
attractions. The units are mod-
est in finishing and furniture. 
Sitting on 6.5 acres, very high 
traffic on Hwy 265. Onsite 
laundry facilities! 

5545 STATE HWY 265, 

BRANSON

MLS 60156139 $265,000

TANEYCOMO

LAKEFRONT HOME!

Absolutely beautiful and peace-
ful on Mid America’s top trout 
fishing spot. This lovely home is 
filled with charm and character 
and has a true homey feel. Easy 
living space, wood engineered 
flooring, interesting decorative 
features. Covered patio with 
expanded open deck. Also avail-
able lot next door available for 
additional$.

582 FOGGY RIVER ROAD,

HOLLISTER

MLS 60176050 $330,000
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