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$1500 off
A Dryer Vent Cleaning

Limited Time Only. Can not be combined with any other offer.
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DREAM. MOVE. HOME.
Imagine: Mountain views, Lake views, Golf course views, Acreage with secluded-privacy....

Today’s Real Estate Market has proven to be THE BEST TIME to buy 
a Lot or Land to start planning & building your DREAM HOME!

Anything you can imagine is yours for the building!

LET US HELP YOU MAKE YOUR 2021 DREAMS COME TRUE.

Check out the many choices available in our area.
Go to www.GLREPros.com to start your search today.

5 running for mayor in Branson’s April election, including current alderman

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 The filing period for the April 6 Municipal 
Election has officially closed and the open 
seats for the Branson Aldermen and Mayor 
positions have seen more interest than usual.
 By the end of the filing period on Tuesday, 
five candidates had filed for mayor, five for 
the Ward 3 alderman seat, and three more 
for the Ward 1 alderman seat.
 With only 15 minutes remaining in the fil-
ing period, Ward 2 Alderman Larry Milton 

Stone Co. Loaves and Fishes
Free meal program returns despite pandemic challenges

 Despite the pandemic, 
seven churches in Stone 
County have rallied to-
gether to continue serving 
daily meals to local resi-
dents as they make their 
way through the Branson 
area’s annual slow sea-
son. 
 For around a decade, 
Love INC. was the organi-
zation behind the annual 
Stone County Loaves and 
Fishes program, which 
offers free meals and dai-
ly fellowship to folks in 
need. After the nonprofit 
closed its doors in 2020, 
Dennis Ahlvers, a former 
Love INC. board member, 
strived to keep the pro-
gram alive for those who 
needed it.
 “As a past board mem-
ber for Love INC, I had 
kind of taken over the 
Loaves and Fishes in 
Stone County in the last 
few years anyway, and 
I did it as a Love INC 
board member. So I could 

see the demand over the 
years of the people that 
were needing it,” said 
Ahlvers. “Of course we 
run January, February and 
March every night of the 
week, and that is the three 
months of course when 
Branson is shut down. For 
Silver Dollar City, that’s 
the time that they’re shut 
down and that effects a 
lot of the people that are 
needing these meals and 
the demand there.”
 While he’s serving as 
coordinator of the pro-
gram, Ahlvers said he’s 
actually wearing two 
hats.
  “I also am over one of 
the seven nights at the 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church. That’s where I’m 
a member. I’m also the 
head of the meals at that 
location, plus keep it or-
ganized amongst the six 
other churches as well,” 
Ahlvers said. “One on 
Monday night and then 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Led by Coordinator Dennis Ahlvers, seven churches are continuing to serve free meals 
to those in need during the pandemic via the Stone County Loaves and Fishes program.

Courtesy of Dennis Ahlvers

Former superintendent, state 
representative, dies at 77

By Cliff Sain
csain@bransontrilakesnews.com

 Former Forsyth Superintendent 
and state legislator Maynard Wal-
lace died Jan. 17 at the age of 77.
 Maynard Leon Wallace had a ca-
reer in education, serving as the su-
perintendent at the Forsyth School 
District – where he also coached 
basketball for a time – and at the 
Ava School District. He also served 
three years on the State Board of 
Education.
 He later served eight years in the 
Missouri House of Representatives, 
representing voters in the eastern 
half of Taney County.
 According to an online obituary 
from Clinkingbeard Funeral Home, 
Wallace was born April 21, 1943 

Maynard
Wallace

withdrew his name for re-election to that seat 
and, instead, filed to join the crowded race 
for mayor. Cody Fenton had filed Tuesday 
morning to run against Milton for the Ward 2 
seat, but now Fenton will run unopposed.
 Milton will be running against  current 
Mayor Edd Akers; former mayor Karen Best; 
Marshall Howden, who ran for mayor in 
2016; and Amber Thomsen.
 The Ward 1 seat, currently held by Al-
derman Bob Simmons who did not file for 
reelection, will see a race between Rod Ro-
mine, Clay Cooper and Jantzen Craine.

 Finally, the Ward 3 seat, currently held by 
Julia King, who was appointed last August af-
ter the resignation of Kevin McConnell, will 
see her run to retain her seat. She will face 
four challengers: Richard Allan Banks, Dan-
iel Meenen, Dr. Ralph J. LeBlanc and Ruth 
Denham.
 All of the Branson seats open in the munic-
ipal election are for two year terms.
 Aldermen Bill Skains, Jeff Seay and Jamie 
Whiteis are in the middle of their two-year 
terms. Their terms will be up in April 2022.

the other is every night of 
the week to help out or 
anything anybody needs.”
 The program runs sev-
en days a week now 
through March 31. The 
daily meals are being 
served at the following 

locations from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m.:
– Sunday: New Hope 
Church of the Nazarene, 
37 Leigh’s Way in Reeds 
Spring;
– Monday: St. Andrew 
Presbyterian, 30 James 

River Road in Kimberling 
City;
– Tuesday: Our Lady 
of the Cove Catholic 
Church, 20 Kimberling 
Boulevard in Kimberling 
City;

in Pond Fork, 
Missouri.
 Lyle Row-
land served 
in the same 
House seat 
for eight years 
after Wallace 
was term-lim-
ited out. He 
also had been 
a student of Wallace’s and when 
he taught at Forsyth, Wallace was 
his superintendent. Rowland also 
spent many years as a superinten-
dent with the Taneyville School 
District. He said he talked to Wal-
lace on the phone on Jan. 12, five 
days before he died.
 “Maynard was a brother to me,” 
Rowland said. “He touched a lot of 

lives. Everyone I ran into really like 
Maynard Wallace. The other side of 
the isle, the Democrats, really liked 
him.”
 “I hope the legacy I left in the 
House of Representatives is the 
same that he left. What he said, 
he did. If you asked him what he 
thought about something, he’d tell 
you what he really thought. People 
respected that. He wasn’t a politi-
cian, he was a statesman.”
 Travis Smith, who just began serv-
ing as a state representative in the 
same district that Wallace served, 
wrote on social media, “Rest in 
Peace to the gentleman from Ozark 
County, the Honorable Representa-
tive Maynard Wallace. You served 
your constituents well. Your legacy 
shall not be forgotten. Thank you 

for you service. God bring peace to 
your family and friends.”
 Former Branson and Logan-Rog-
ersville Superintendent Doug Hay-
ter also wrote on social media, 
“They do not make them any better 
than Maynard Wallace.”
 Wallace spent 33 years in pub-
lic education. However, even after 
he retired, he still served the field 
of education as a member of state 
government. During his time in 
the House, Wallace spent time as 
chairman of the Education Com-
mittee.
 Wallace married his wife Linda 
in 1967. He is survived by her, two 
children, and three sisters. A funer-
al service was held Jan. 21 in Ava. 
Burial followed at the Thornfield 
Cemetery in Thornfield.
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