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The Lennon Sisters to celebrate 65th Anniversary this Christmas

 On Christmas Eve 
1955 The Lennon Sisters 
made their television de-
but and were formally 
introduced to the world. 
Now in 2020, the lon-
gest performing sister act 
of all time is celebrating 
their 65th Anniversary in 
the entertainment busi-
ness this Christmas with 
the release of three new 
albums and an updated 
television special. 
 Kathy Lennon said the 
sisters came from a mu-
sical family and grew up 
listening to their father 
and uncles who per-
formed as The Lennon 
Brothers.
 “Dianne is the oldest, 

then Peggy, then (me), 
then Janet. That’s the four 
oldest. We have 11 broth-
ers and sisters. There are 
11 of us,” said Lennon. 
“We were children and 
we would hear Dad with 
his brothers rehearse. 
They would walk away 
knowing their arrange-
ments and so did we. We 
had trained ears and we 
could copy them.”
 Before The Lennon Sis-
ters made their first ap-
pearance on television, 
Lennon shared that the 
sisters first got their start 
performing for local area 
organizations in Venice, 
California.
 “Our church put on a 

musical and everybody 
performed in it. My dad 
and his brothers sang in it 

and they asked if we would 
sing in it in a little group,” 
said Lennon. “Daddy was 

a milk man for Edgemar 
Farms and his boss was 
in the audience and he 
said, ‘You know the girls 
sound so beautiful, would 
they come and sing for 
the Lions Club and we’d 
pay them like $10?’ At 
the time we were in a two 
bedroom, one bath little 
house with eight children, 
Mom, Dad and our grand-
mother. Daddy said, ‘Oh 
boy, if you guys want to do 
that we can start adding a 
dormitory onto the house.’ 
All the sudden we started 
doing that. We sung a few 
little songs at the Lions 
Club and they asked us to 
the Rotary and they asked 
us different places and 
we’d pick up $10 here, $5 
here.”
 Lennon shared that 

their opportunity to per-
form on television for the 
first time was the result of 
her sister Dianne’s friend-
ship with classmate Larry 
Welk Jr., who had come 
to one of their perfor-
mances to take Dianne to 
a Halloween Party after-
ward.
 “So Larry shows up 
at this Lions Club and 
he hears us sing and he 
said, ‘I didn’t know you 
sang with your sisters. I 
thought you sang in a big 
choral group or some-
thing,’” said Lennon. 
“Then he said, ‘You know 
my dad (Lawrence Welk) 
has a television show on 
ABC and he’s looking for 
talent, I’m going to tell 
him about you.’”

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

The Lennon Sisters, Janet, Kathy, Dianne, Peggy, perform 
“Do Re Mi” with sister Mimi, age 4, on a 1960 episode of 
The Lawrence Welk Show.
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Final days for An Old Time Christmas at SDC

 As we enter into the final weeks of 
December, Silver Dollar City is also en-
tering into the final days of its annual 
An Old Time Christmas festival. 
 Guests of the 1880s theme park can 
still be a part of all the festivities be-
fore the award winning festival and the 
Christmas season prepares to come to 
an end. As park visitors walk the streets 
Silver Dollar City, they can take in the 
sights, sounds and smells of Christmas.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Silver Dollar City’s An Old Time Christmas 
runs now through Dec. 30.

Courtesy of Silver Dollar City
The Shepherd of the Hills Trail of Lights features 
millions of multi-colored Christmas lights.
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Lots of Christmas at Shepherd of the Hills

 Shepherd of the Hills and Christ-
mas. Christmas and Shepherd of the 
Hills. It’s kind of a package deal.
 Now through Dec. 31, folks are 
invited to enjoy the Christmas sea-
son at Shepherd of the Hills Home-
stead in Branson. As part of their 
annual festivities, Shepherd of the 
Hills is hosting a variety of activi-
ties and productions that are sure to 
create some holiday cheer.

By Tim Church
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