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Yakov to kick-off holiday weekend with opening of 2021 show

 Just days before his first show of the year, Yakov Smirn-
off has announced his return to Branson for the 2021 
show season. 
 For his show last fall, Smirnoff prescribed audiences 
with a “Laughter Vaccine” to help kill COVID-19. For 
this year’s show, Smirnoff has placed a creative twist on 
his past slogan, “Laugh Your Yak-Off,” and is inviting au-
diences to join him in 2021 to “Laugh Your Mask-Off.”
 “My focus is people being cooped up and they are 
really tired of politics and they want to just let go 
and just laugh at silly stuff; and I have plenty of that. 
The other piece that American’s need is some kind 
of hope,” said Smirnoff. “This has been my privilege 
over the years to help people feel hopeful and look at 

America from a different angle.”
 On Friday, May 28, Smirnoff will host his first show 
of 2021 at his theatre. While audiences are at his show, 
Smirnoff said his hope is that he’ll be able to take them 
away from their worries, even if it’s just for a few hours.
 “When you’re laughing, you cannot be sad. Just at 
least for a moment … when you’re laughing the en-
dorphins are just flooding your brain and you’re actu-
ally experiencing happiness. I think it’s paramount for 
people to just let their hair down and enjoy the com-
radery,” said Smirnoff. “Think about this. When you 
are watching something on YouTube and if it’s funny, 
normally you won’t laugh out loud. You will go, ‘Oh, 
that’s funny.’ But when you’re next to people who are 
laughing, it’s contagious and you laugh. But it’s a good 
contagious. It’s not a bad contagious.”

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Yakov is returning to his theater for the 2021 Branson 
show season, starting with a performance on May 28.
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Black Oak Amp to host Hairball, first concert since 2013 on Friday

 The Black Oak Mountain Amphithe-
ater will welcome concert goers back 
for the first time in nearly eight years as 
they bring Hairball and Lytyl Skynyrd to 
the stage on Friday, May 28.
 For more than 20 years, Hairball have 

been providing fans of 80s rock ’n’ roll 
with a performance concert goers don’t 
soon forget. Hairball Frontman and 
Guitarist Michael “Happy” Schneider 
shared some insight into the experience 
they’ll be providing attendees next Fri-
day night.
 “It’s a big huge smile festival. The 
cool thing about Hairball is, if you don’t 

like Journey, it turns into Kiss in five 
minutes. If you don’t like Kiss, it turns 
into Motley Crue in five minutes. If you 
don’t like that, it turns into Van Halen, 
then it turns into Guns N’ Roses, then 
it turns into ACDC and Queen. Now if 
you don’t like that, then we can’t help 
you,” said Happy. “If you remember 
seeing any of these groups growing up, 

I’m going to put you back in high school 
and if you’re 10-years-old I’m going to 
show you why these groups are so cool 
and why they’re going to be timeless.”
 Compared to other bands who put 
on 80s tribute shows, Happy explained 
Hairball is more than a concert, it’s an 
event.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

See HAIRBALL on Page 6

http://bransontrilakesnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=80S&uuid=515f10a6-46ce-5020-8f53-e3e31b6d67b1
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=80S&uuid=515f10a6-46ce-5020-8f53-e3e31b6d67b1

