
 Ballparks of America is gearing up for 
baseball in the Ozarks.
 Although they were scheduled to start 

their tournament season earlier in the 
year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the start of their season was moved to 

Friday, May 22 as they host the 2020 
Memorial Day Classic through Monday, 
May 25.
 Ballparks of America recently an-
nounced the hiring of their new general 

manager, retired professional baseball 
player Scott Bailes.
 “It’s an honor to represent the Ball-
parks of America,” said Bailes in a 
phone interview. 

 Saturday night at the Shepherd of the Hills His-
toric Farm and Adventure Park, the show that tells 
the story that sparked the tourism industry in Ozark 
Mountain Country, “The Shepherd of the Hills Out-
door Drama,” will kick off its 60th season of shows 
on the property. 
 The outdoor drama first opened at the Old Mill The-
atre at the Shepherd of the Hills Historic Farm Aug. 6, 
1960.

 “We are very excited to be opening the 60th anni-
versary season of the ‘Shepherd Of The Hills Outdoor 
Drama,’” owner Jeff Johnson said. “We know what it 
means to the community to get back open,  as well as 
what it means to our employees. We are also grateful 
that our theater is an outdoor amphitheater where peo-
ple can sit out under the stars in a time where sitting in 
closed in and confined spaces may not be ideal.
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Providing quality service since 1983Kivett’s Body Shop
137 Industrial Park Drive, Hollister

HaIl Damage?
Choice of shop is yours!
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Paintless Dent Removal Specialist, Scott Davis

www.GLREPros.com

417-331-3200
417-338-4500

2277 Hwy. 265, 

Branson, MO 65616
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We Have Implemented “Healthy Showing Protocol”  &  Offer “Live Video Walk Through”

LaNora, I wanted to let you know you have one awesome realtor named Nichole working in your office. 
She did an outstanding job helping us buy our lake Condo this February.  Nicole was very professional, 
thoughtful and caring of all of our needs when purchasing it. We were so grateful when we found 
your office ad and ended up with her. You all struck gold when you hired her and so did I!  Thank you 
Weichert! Sincerely, John & Jeanne B. clients

LaNora, I just wanted to take a minute and tell you how awesome it is to get to work with Nichole and 
Carolyn.  Nichole is one of the hardest working and most awesome realtors I have worked with in a 
long time.  I love her attitude and thought you might like to hear that.  Tammy M. Mortgage Consultant.

NICHOLE LAWRENCE
417-352-1110

Nichole@GoodLifeBranson.com

Nichole Lawrence; “Bransons Home Run
Realtor” is Knocking It Out Of The Park

             Like her on
Nichole Lawrence - Realtor with
Weichert, Realtors - Good Life

Search for properties at

www.BransonsHomeRunRealtor.com

Under Contract in 3 DAYS
224 Indian Run, 

Rockaway Beach Mo
MLS #  60163613
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60 years of 
‘Shepherd’

‘Shepherd of the Hills Outdoor Drama’ opens for 60th season

The ‘Shepherd of the Hills Outdoor Drama’ 
will kick off season 60 performing shows at 
the Shepherd of the Hills Historic Farm and 

Adventure Park.

By Joshua Clark
jclark@bransontrilakesnews.com

See SHEPHERD  Page 8A

More from Ballpark of America’s new manager
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

Soldier from Kimberling City killed in Texas shooting

 An investigation is un-
derway following the 
murder of a Fort Hood, 
Texas soldier, original-
ly from Kimberling City, 
who was killed on May 
18.
 In a press release, Har-
ker Heights, Texas, Po-
lice Chief Phillip Gadd 
reported that following a 

preliminary investigation, 
they’ve determined that 
Brandon Scott Rosecrans, 
27, died from a gunshot 
wound and that his death 
was now being investigat-
ed as a murder.
 An orange-colored 
2016 Jeep Renegade that 
belonged to Rosecrans 
was discovered, on fire, 

May 18. The cause of the 
fire is under investigation 
by the Harker Heights 
Fire Marshal, the release 
stated. 
 Pfc. Rosecrans was sta-
tioned at Fort Hood Mil-
itary Base in Fort Hood, 
Texas. In a separate press 
release, Fort Hood Offi-
cials reported Rosecrans 
entered into the Army 
in May 2018 as a quar-
termaster and chemical 

equipment repairer and 
had been assigned to 
the 3rd Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Cav-
alry Division since Nov. 
2018. 
 Rosecrans’ awards and 
decorations include the 
National Defense Service 
Medal and the Army Ser-
vice Ribbon.
 “Command Sgt. Maj. 
Ryan McLane and I would 
like to express our deep-

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Pfc. Brandon Scott Rosecrans
Courtesy of Fort Hood

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 The city of Branson is continuing to open aspects 
of its parks department, including the opening of the 
AquaPlex.
 According to a release from the Parks and Recre-
ation Department, Branson AquaPlex is set to open 
June 2 with two daily sessions.
 “The AquaPlex is a 12,250-square-foot aquatic 
park featuring water slides, play structures, a climb-
ing wall, lap lanes and a diving well,” stated the re-
lease. “The AquaPlex also features a zero depth entry 
area, allowing easy in-and-out access.”
 The AquaPlex will be open Tuesday through Sun-
day and will offer two daily sessions from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m., and 3-6 p.m. 
 According to the parks department, they are work-
ing to ensure that all visitors of the AquaPlex remain 
safe by having a maximum occupancy of 150 guests 
each session to ensure adequate room for social dis-
tancing. 

est regrets to the family 
and loved ones of Pfc. 
Brandon Rosecrans,” said 
the press release. “The 
thoughts and prayers of 
the Soldiers of 215th Bri-
gade Support Battalion 
and the Greywolf Brigade 
are with them during this 
difficult time,” said Col. 

Kevin Capra, commander 
3ABCT.”
 The murder and arson 
investigations are being 
run concurrently by the 
Harker Height’s police 
and fire departments and 
the U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Command, 
according to the release.

Branson Parks & 
Rec continue to 

reopen

See PARKS Page 2A

See BALLPARKS Page 8A
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