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Reeds Spring School to keep the district name

 The people have spoken and Reeds 
Spring School District will not change 
its name.  
 According to a press release from the 
Reeds Spring School District, the dis-
trict will no longer move forward with 
researching a name change due to the 
community’s feedback that made it 
clear there was little support for chang-
ing the name.
 At the Reeds Spring School Board 
meeting in April, the discussion was 
brought up to get public feedback to de-
termine if the name Reeds Spring School 
represented all of the student body or if 
a name change was needed, according 
to Branson Tri-Lakes News archives.
 The district sent out paper surveys and 
asked members of the community to fill 
out an online survey to give feedback 
on a proposed name change in late 

April, based on the recommendation of 
the Strategic Planning Committee, ac-
cording to the release. 
 More than 4,400 responses were re-
ceived from the paper and online sur-
veys. The online survey had 83.60% op-
position, with 16.40% showing support. 
The paper surveys that were received 
had 98.06% opposition, with 1.94% 
showing support. Overall 84.28% of 
those surveyed opposed a name change, 
while 15.72% showed support, accord-
ing to the district’s website. 
 According to the release, the district’s 
strategic plan believes in the collabo-
ration of all stakeholders is vital to the 
success of every student. They believe 
that informed and engaged citizens are 
integral to the success of the community. 
The district announced the community 
forum, which was scheduled for May 
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After receiving feedback from the community Reeds 
Spring School District will not change its name. 
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Old Ozark’s Settlers Days will include a variety of crafters and artisans offering demon-
strations of their skills. 

Courtesy of The Shepherd of the Hills

Old 
Ozark’s 
Settlers 

Days

24, is canceled as there is 
no longer a need for more 
input on the matter, since 
the opposition expressed 

in the surveys was all the 
input they needed. 

See REEDS on Page 2A

 The Shepherd of the Hills Farm is welcoming more 
than 40 demonstrating artisans and crafters to the his-
toric homestead this weekend for their inaugural Old 
Ozark’s Settlers Days.
 Coinciding with the opening week of the 61st sea-
son of the Shepherd of the Hills Outdoor Drama, this 
two-day pioneer event is being held on Saturday, May 
15 and Sunday, May 16. Shepherd of the Hills General 
Manager Jeff Johnson said the weekend long event will 
feature a variety of activities.
 “People get to come in and see a wide variety of 
crafts, as well as a number of demonstrators, live mu-
sicians and also speakers that we’ll have on-site,” said 
Johnson. “It will be a really dynamic weekend. We’re 
trying to bring a lot of different crafters of current prod-
ucts, but there will also be old-school crafts.”
 As a part of the event, artisans will be showcasing 
their skills with hand-thrown pottery, woodcarving, 
broom making, chainsaw carving, rope making and 
1880s camp/pedal sewing. Johnson added they’re 
hosting the event as a fundraiser to assist a local orga-
nization. 
 “It’s a benefit of sorts to help The Society of Ozarkian 
Hillcrofters, so part of the proceeds go to them. We’ll 
be charging $5 at the gate,” said Johnson. “They’ve 
done a lot to raise funds for different things, like re-
storing Notch Post Office. It’s a volunteer organization 
that hasn’t had a lot of opportunities in the last year to 
really do any fundraising events. They had a database 
of some of those older crafters that we didn’t, so it was 
a way to come together to help each other. 

By Tim Church
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Shepherd of the Hills 
event to feature crafts, 

demonstrations, 
live music

See SHEPHERD on Page 9A

Branson town hall meetings
First of three announced to discuss animal ordinance 

 The city of Branson has announced the first 
of three upcoming town hall meetings to dis-
cuss the new proposed animal ordinance.
 The proposed ordinance, as designed, 
would replace the existing animal ordinance 
in Branson’s Municipal Code if passed by the 
Branson Board of Aldermen.
 According to the news flash provided by 
the city of Branson, Branson Mayor Larry Mil-
ton and the board of aldermen are hosting a 
series of town hall meetings to get resident’s 
input on the proposed animal ordinance. 
 One meeting will take place in each of 
Branson’s three wards. 
 The first town hall meeting is for Ward lll 
residents and will take place on May 20 at 

5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at the 
Skyline Baptist Church Family Life Center, 
located on 949 Mo-165.
 According to the news flash, the other two 
meetings for Ward l and Ward ll residents 
will be announced at a later date.
 Ward III Aldermen Jamie Whiteis and Ruth 
Denham will conduct the first town hall 
meeting. Residents and community mem-
bers are encouraged to attend to learn more 
information about the proposed new animal 
code from the Branson Police Department. 
Residents will be able to ask questions and 
voice any concerns at the meeting.
 According to the news flash, the proposed 
ordinance change to the animal code stems 

from many years of public, elected officials, 
and staff interaction, which dates back to 
2018. 
 It was at that time when the Branson Police 
Department absorbed ‘Animal Control’ re-
sponsibilities from the Taney County Health 
Department. Then the board of aldermen 
asked the police department to update the 
current animal ordinance, “which is severe-
ly outdated and doesn’t take into account 
public safety or pet health”, according to the 
news flash.
 The board also asked the police depart-
ment to come up with a streamlined pet re-
unification process. 

By Madison Bryan
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