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SDC’s Star-Spangled Summer festival marks 
return of Globetrotters, new shows, more

 Summer can official-
ly begin as Silver Dollar 
City launches their annu-
al Star-Spangled Summer 
festival, which runs now 
through July 25.
 The 1880s theme park 
invites guests to join them 
as they celebrate summer 
time with new live enter-
tainment, unforgettable 
food and their more than 
40 rides and attractions.
 The live entertainment 
at the park starts with 
the return of The Har-
lem Globetrotters, who 
are teaming up with SDC 
to present an exclusive 
new show this summer. 
The Harlem Globetrot-
ters Skills Showcase will 
be 30 minutes of non-
stop showmanship and 
laughs as they exhibit 
their ball-handling skills, 
teamwork and trick-shot 
mastery.  The Globetrot-
ters will offer their show 
at the park now through 
Aug. 8. 
 “They’re going to be at 
Red Gold Heritage Hall 
doing three shows a day, 
everyday but Thursday,” 
Silver Dollar City Manag-
er of Entertainment Events 
Casey Robertson said. 
“They’ve got five players 
and an emcee, and then 

Globie will be here too. 
We’ll have two different 
crews. We’ll switch them 
out after the July 4 week-
end and get a whole oth-
er crew in, so they’ll be 
with us for Summer and 
Moonlight Madness.”
 The Dockside Theater is 
now home to the newest 
SDC production, Down by 
the Riverside, which stars 
the Rivertown Ramblers.
 “We took cover songs 
about rivers and water and 
adventures and put it into 
a show with three singers 
— two girls and a guy — 
and a four-piece band. All 
the music, we changed the 
style from what it was orig-

inally to kind of southern 
gospel and kind of Dixie-
land. Songs like ‘Come Sail 
Away,’ ’The Water is Wide’ 
and ‘River Deep Mountain 
High.’ It’s really fun. It’s go-
ing really well,” Robertson 
said. “Audiences are really 
loving it. We opened that 
a week ago, and it’s just 
packed every show, and 
people are hoopin’ and 
hollerin’. It doesn’t matter 
who you are, everybody 
seems to love it.”
 Since 1973, SDC has 
been entertaining folks 
with their saloon show. 
Though the saloon re-
mains closed due to the 
pandemic, Robertson said 

that hasn’t stopped the 
show from finding a new 
home at the Boatworks 
Theater. 
 “The saloon show is Sa-
die’s Traveling Wild West 
Revue, and that’s at Boat-
works. (For the show) the 
owner of the Boatworks 
Theatre is a little upset that 
we’re still there and kind 
of getting everybody riled 
up, so he wants us out,” 
Robertson said. “Comedy 
ensues, and there’s some 
tomfoolery. ... It’s fun to do 
the saloon show outside. 
People get to walk by and 
see it in a way they’ve not 
seen it before.”
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New Copperhead 
Mountain Coaster 
welcomes riders

 The Copperhead Moun-
tain Coaster at Shepherd 
of the Hills has officially 
welcomed its first drivers 
and riders.
 On Friday, June 11, 
the adventure park host-
ed a soft opening to give 
folks the opportunity 
to be among the first to 
take in the loops, drops 
and curves of the new 
mountain coaster. 
 “We hired the best moun-
tain coaster company, Wie-
gand,” Shepherd of the 
Hills General Manager Jeff 
Johnson said. “They’re the 
No. 1 builders of mountain 
coasters in the country. We 
have been working with 
them since last November. 

... We’ve been after it and 
working through the winter 
and a very wet May to get 
it going.”
 Johnson explained 
the inspiration for the 
name of the Copper-
head Mountain Coaster is 
drawn from two sources. 
 “In the (Shepherd of the 
Hills) play, Wash Gibbs 
says ‘I’ll stomp him like I 
would a young copper-
head.’ It seemed like a 
nice, fitting tribute for a 
coaster that snakes its way 
down the hills. We’ll have 
the longest downhill track 
of anything in the area,” 
Johnson said.
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After months of construction, the Copperhead Mountain 
Coaster offically opened to the public over the weekend. 
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