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3BR/2BA 1537sqft. Single level living, 
great room, Custom styled cabinetry, 
granite counters, lovely master suite and 
covered back deck. 1st Class amenities of 
LedgeStone Golf resort. 
226 Cedar Glade Dr.  MLS 60123931  

Stunning Patio Home in StoneBridge Village

Level lot, fenced back yard & privacy! 3BR/2BA 

Lots of updates & upgrades. Newer HVAC, 

appliances, paint, flooring, decking, lighting, 

and much more. Well cared for home.  

214 Shadow Lake Dr. MLS 60151002 

$219,900

Amazing Home in Branson

www.GoodLifeBranson.com
417-331-3200

417-338-4500

2277 Hwy. 265, 

Branson, MO 65616

LK@LaNoraKay.com

SOLD
We wish 

each of you a

Merry 

Christmas and 

a Healthful 

Happy 

New Year!

Hollister joins special needs 

 The Hollister Tiger De-
signer Genes Basketball 
Team is getting prepared 
to take the court for the 
first time this season.
 The Designer Genes 

team at Hollister is com-
prised of students with 
special needs. For their 
first game of the season on 
Jan. 7, the Hollister team 
will travel to play against 

the Designer Genes team 
from the Crane School 
District.
 Hollister Director of 
Special Education Ser-
vices Kristina Smith said 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

The 2018/2019 Desinger Genes Hollister Basketball Team: Hollister Paraprofessional 
Greg Brown (left), Bryan Keeney, Dylan Goebel, Jonathan Randolph, Kylie Schuette, 
Sam Johnson, Brenna Brown, Desteny Oster, Ashley Decker and Hollister Special Edu-
cation Teacher Eric Boston. 
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 The village of Kirbyville is gear-
ing up to make a big change to its 
small town.
 Anyone driving through the city 
limits of Kirbyville in recent weeks 
may have a noticed that a large 
yellow sign, which reads “Future 
Home Of: The Village of Kirbyville 
City Hall,” has been placed on the 
vacant property next door to the 
Kirbyville Veterinary Clinic. As of 
this month, the Kirbyville Board of 
Trustees is now the deed holder to 
that piece of property.
 Since it’s incorporation on June 
4, 2001, the board of trustees has 
held its monthly meetings in the 
basement of the Hilltop Church 
of God. Kirbyville City Clerk Amy 
Chamberlin said the game plan is 
to create an official place for the 

board to meet and host other city 
business.
 “We’re not planning on building 
yet. We just secured the property. 
The board of trustees are very ex-
cited,” said Chamberlin. “At this 
point, the village of Kirbyville has 
its own home now, so to speak. 
They’ve got a piece of property that 
they’re going to eventually build a 
city hall on, and that’s something 
that will hopefully help to move the 
city forward.”
 Regarding how long it will take 
before construction begins on the 
building, Chamberlin said that they 
are unsure of the timeline.
 “It’s going to take a little bit of 
research in the sense that we need 
to get some grant funds in order 
to help us complete the project,” 

Chamberlin said. “Being that we’re 
so small and haven’t used that ser-
vice very much, it’s going to require 
a little bit of digging, so to speak, 
to find the right person for a grant 
writer and figure out what grants 
are out there that are available to 
us in order to assist us in paying for 
the building, the parking lot, utili-
ties and things like that.”  
 Kirbyville Chairman of the Board 
Bobby Fausett said the board is ex-
cited to get started and shared what 
they would like to see in a building. 
 “Our plans are to have it big 
enough to where we can have a 
fellowship room in there,” said 
Fausett. “I don’t know how big, but 
we’re going to have (enough room) 
to meet there and have offices. 
Plenty of room.”  

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Property for the future home of the village of Kirbyville 
City Hall was purchased this month by the Kirbyville 
Board of Trustees.

Tim Church • tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

 Forsyth has a new mayor.
 During the Forsyth Board of Aldermen meeting on 
Wednesday,  Dec. 18, Kelly Dougherty was sworn in 
and officially began her duties as the new mayor.
 After suffering a stroke in October, former Forsyth 
Mayor Eddie Coleman announced his resignation 
from the position at the November board of alder-
men meeting. Coleman said that, due to his health, 
he decided it would be best to step down as mayor 
and move outside of Forsyth to be closer to family.
 At the end of this month, Dougherty is prepar-
ing to retire from the Forsyth School District. With 
her forthcoming retirement, she said she was ap-
proached about being appointed to the position by 
Forsyth Ward I Alderman Jack Baker.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Kelly Dougherty takes her seat as the new mayor of For-
syth.

Tim Church • tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Candidates file for city, school elections
 There will be at least one 
race for a seat in Branson.
 With three candidates – in-
cluding the incumbent – hav-
ing filed for a Ward 1 seat on 
Branson’s Board of Aldermen, 
that race could be one of the 
highlights of the April 7 mu-

nicipal elections.
 Candidates were able to 
start filing for city, village and 
school board seats on Dec. 
17, but potential candidates 
have until Jan. 21 to file, so 
the number of contested races 
could increase.

 The following was the most 
recent candidate information 
The Branson Tri-Lakes News 
was able to obtain by press 
time.

 Cities

 In Branson, Ward 1 Alder-

man Bill Skains is running for 
re-election, but is facing two 
challengers: Marshall How-
den and Willard Harris. In 
Ward 3, Gary Groman is the 
only candidate who had filed 
so far for a seat currently held 
by Brian Clonts. No candidate 

had yet filed for a Ward 2 seat 
currently held by Rick Castil-
lon.
 In Hollister, Mayor David 
Tate is running for re-election, 
but is facing a challenge from 
Blake Bryan Swindall. 

Staff Reports

Kirbyville trustees purchase 
property for future city hall

See KIRBYVILLE Page 2A

sports program for 2nd season 

the Designer Genes pro-
gram was launched in 
2014 by Crane Adminis-
trator and Baseball Coach 
Bryan Harmon. The pro-
gram was started to give 
students with special 
needs the chance to play a 
school sport and show off 
their abilities on the court.
 “Last year, we had some 
students showing some 
interest wanting to be able 
to participate,” said Smith. 
“Coach Harmon had al-
ready reached out to our 
school district saying, 
‘Would you guys be in-
terested or willing or have 
enough numbers to put 
together a team that we 
could play?’ We jumped 
on the opportunity, be-
cause most certainly we 
want to be able to provide 
all of our students a way 
to be able to practice or to 
showcase their interests in 
whatever that might be. 

See HOLLISTER Page 2A

See CANDIDATES Page 2A

Aldermen appoint 
Kelly Dougherty as 
new Forsyth mayor

See MAYOR on Page 3A
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