
INSIDE TODAY   VOL 108-47   Opinion 4A      Obits 8A     History 12A     Sports 1B      Legals 3B        Branson Live! 1      Classifieds 7

BRANSONTRILAKESNEWS.COM Wednesday,June12,2019•75¢

Miles 
  Construction
    Services, LLC

417-527-0301

Professional Service Quality 
Workmanship Friendly Attitude

MCSINBRANSON@AOL.COM

Custom Homes 

Quality Renovations

•UPGRADES
•REMODELING
•PAINTING
•COUNTERTOPS
•CERAMICTILE

•MAINTENANCE
•ELECTRICAL
•PLUMBING
•KITCHENS
•ADDITIONS

•REPAIRS
•CABINETS
•FRAMING
•DECKS
•BATHS

• THEATERS, HOTELS, MOTELS & RESTAURANTS

010408

 Flag Day is traditionally 
celebrated on June 14 with 
an abundance of flags dis-
played on storefronts, homes 
and in yards.
 On page 7B of this issue of 
the Branson Tri-Lakes News 
is a U.S. flag. Readers are en-
couraged to take this flag and 
post it in a window or on a 
wall, or anywhere it is appro-
priate, in celebration of Flag 
Day.
 The nation’s flag has a long 
history that began long before 
the United States of America 
gained independence from 
Great Britain. According to 
the Library of Congress, this 
history started when Betsy 
Ross was commissioned by 
George Washington to cre-
ate a flag that would signal 
the nation’s new beginnings 
through the Deceleration of 
Independence. 
 The original rendition of 
the flag has changed with the 
addition of new states as the 
country expanded west. The 
U.S. flag reached its current 
design after Hawaii joined 
the United States in 1960, 
according to the Library of 

Congress. 
 Celebrations of the flag 
were officially recognized by 
President Woodrow Wilson 
in 1916 and Calvin Coolidge 
in 1927; both of whom is-
sued proclamations appoint-
ing June 14 as National Flag 
Day, according to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 
 But it was not until August 
1949 that President Harry 
Truman signed it into law af-
ter Congress approved a na-
tional observance. 
 There are many claims 
regarding the first celebra-
tions of the U.S. flag. These 
claims range from 1861 in 
Connecticut to 1889 in New 
York where Professor George 
Bolch held Flag Day celebra-
tions in his school, says the 
U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 
 It is said that after this cel-
ebration, the State Depart-
ment of Education sought to 
have all public schools rec-
ognize this day, along with 
celebrations of Lincoln’s and 
Washington’s birthdays, as 
well as Memorial Day. 
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 Silver Dollar City’s annual mid-year festival, 
Star-Spangled Summer, kicked off last week at 
the 1880s-themed, internationally awarded 

theme park, which is celebrating its 59th season 
this year.

Area lawmakers discuss the 2019 session
 Area legislators updated 
their constituents in Bran-
son Monday, speaking at 
the Branson/Lakes Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Legislative Luncheon.
 Missouri State Senator 
David Sater, as well as 
representatives Karla Es-
linger, Brad Hudson and 
Jeff Justus each gave up-
dates of the legislative ses-
sion. Additionally, State 
Treasurer Scott Fitzpatrick 
and Speaker of the House 
Elijah Haahr also spoke 
during the luncheon.
 Sater began the panel 
talking about the budget-

ing process, saying Mis-
souri is in a good place 
financially.
 “Things are looking pret-
ty good for us,” Sater said. 
“We should have a nice 
surplus, and like Scott Fitz-
patrick … said, we don’t 
want to spend every dollar 
we have. I was on the bud-
get in the house for seven 
years and 2009-2010 we 
were instructed to start 
cutting general revenue. 
Our general revenue went 
down those years from 
$8 billion to $7 billion to 
$6 billion. That’s a very 
unpleasant experience to 

cut that much money, be-
cause when you’re cutting 
money you’re cutting pro-
grams.”
 Eslinger used her time to 
talk about education. Ac-
cording to Eslinger, some 
good legislation came 
through the system in re-
gard to education with the 
importance of the educa-
tion formula being fully 
funded.
 “When you have a ful-
ly-funded program, you’re 
able to truly budget well, 
you’re able to say ‘OK, I 
know what’s coming in,’ 
because the formula is 
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Missouri State Sen. David Sater, right, as well as Reps. Karla Eslinger, Brad Hudson 
and Jeff Justus each gave updates of the legislative session at the Branson/Lakes 
Area Chamber of Commerce Legislative Luncheon.
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Alderman calls for additional time to discuss CVB RFP
 Citing concerns with mar-
keting decisions and first-time 
visitation numbers, a Bran-
son alderman is calling for an 
extension on the contract for 
Branson/Lakes Area Chamber 
of Commerce and CVB.
 Aldermen Larry Milton led 
the discussion Tuesday saying 
the board should consider an 
item to extend the contract for 
the Branson/Lakes Area Cham-

ber of Commerce and CVB for 
a year to give more time for the 
request for proposal process.
 Milton pointed to concerns 
with Branson’s first-time visita-
tion numbers in recent years. 
According to Milton, when the 
Branson/Lakes Area Tourism 
Community Enchantment Dis-
trict tax was headed to the bal-
lot, one of the points was raising 
first-time visitation above the 

“all-time low of 20% in 2004.”
 From 2014-2018, Milton said 
Branson’s first-time visitation is 
at 21.4%.
 “The previous five years, 
2009-2013, we averaged 
26%,” MIlton said. “That’s a 
healthy number, always like to 
see it higher, but it’s a sustain-
able number. When Alderman 
(Bill) Skains and I sat on the 
(Marketing Advisory Coun-
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cil), we would have been very 
alarmed to see these numbers.”
 TCED collects a 1 cent sales 
tax in a district that primarily 
covers Branson, Indian Point, 
Silver Dollar City, the Show-

boat Branson Belle and Table 
Rock State Park Marina. The 
TCED contracts with the Bran-
son/Lakes Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau to market 
the area.

Flag Day: Honoring a 
symbol of freedom

See FLAG on Page 2A

FIND A U.S. FLAG

see page 7B

SDC’s ‘Swashbuckling’ 
Star-Spangled Summer

Dave Wallace, center, and a cast of more than a dozen performers bring “Reuben’s Swashbuckling Ad-
venture” to life at Silver Dollar City’s Star-Spangled Summer.
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See SDC on Page 11A
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