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 The Forsyth Library is celebrating its 50th Anniver-
sary next week, and the public is invited to join in on 
the celebration.
 In 1967, founding member Mary Wolf moved to 
Forsyth. Originally from England, Wolf said she had 
never lived somewhere that didn’t have some kind of 
library. So in 1969, she set out to change that.
 “In ‘69, we had a chiropractor here by the name of 
John Clark, and he was the chamber president,” Wolf 
said. “So I went to him and I said, ‘We need a library,’ 
and he said ‘Well, have at it.’ So I called five ladies.”
 Those five ladies – Marie Boswell, Mabelle Horn, 
Elsie Jewel, Ethelwynne Pruess and Hazel Whitley – 
joined Wolf on her mission to create a library for the 
residents of Forsyth. The library has been housed in a 
variety of buildings since its debut on July 15, 1969, 
many of which don’t even exist anymore. However, 
the library’s first home was on Front Street where the 
Forsyth Chamber office was.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Forsyth Library Founding Member Mary Wolf points 
out the recent paint job given to the outside of the li-
brary ahead of its 50th Anniversary celebration.
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Branson planning gets info on medical weed rules

  With medical marijuana set to roll out in Missouri, 
Branson’s Planning & Zoning Commission discussed 
the city’s options during a meeting July 2.
 City Attorney Chris Lebeck led a similar discussion 
for the board of aldermen in June. Branson’s planning 
& zoning commission serves as an advisory committee 
to the board.
 The committee did not conduct a vote July 2, with 
the discussion serving as an informational session.
 During the November election in 2018, Missouri 
voters approved Amendment 2, which legalizes a sup-
ply and distribution chain of the schedule I controlled 
substance marijuana for certain purposes. According 

to a summary from the city’s legal department, the 
amendment allows for “qualified patients” and “pri-
mary caregivers” to apply for identification cards that 
would allow for the consumption and cultivation of 
marijuana.
 Lebeck said the board cannot prevent facilities from 
opening in Branson, but can set some regulations in 
local ordinances. At the state level, Lebeck said the 
Department of Health and Senior Services is the regu-
latory body that will have oversight on the issue.
 Most notably, Lebeck said the city isn’t allowed to 
prohibit facilities through “unduly burdensome regu-
lations,” but can enact ordinances to time, place and 
manor of operation, and establish up to a 1,000-foot 
buffer from churches, day care centers and schools.

By John Robinson
jrobinson@bransontrilakesnews.com

Branson’s District 9 Paintball 

 Months of construction will 
soon be coming to a close as Dis-
trict 9 Paintball in Branson pre-
pares to open its field in the com-
ing weeks.
 Located in the parking lot be-
hind Branson’s Majestic Theatre, 
District 9 Paintball features a 
42,000-square-foot field that of-
fers a one-of-a-kind tactical chal-
lenge to its players. 
 The attraction will additionally 
serve as a one-stop shop for play-

ers to purchase paintball gear and 
have repairs made to their equip-
ment.
 In Oct. 2018, the owners of 
District 9 Paintball, Tammie Jager 
and Justin Perkuhn went before 
the Branson Planning Commis-
sion for approval of a special use 
permit to operate the outdoor 
paintball facility on the property. 
While they did receive approv-
al, the facility has had to meet a 
handful of conditions, including 

enclosing the entire field of play 
with overhead netting.
 Fast forward to nine months lat-
er and the netting and the com-
pletion of “The Hangout’ food 
truck is all that remains before 
District 9 Paintball can open 
its doors. Once they are open, 
Perkuhn said, they will have a 
number of paintball round cate-
gories and special events players 
can participate in.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

District 9 Paint-
ball Owners Justin 
Perkuhn (left) and 
Tammie Jager show-
case the Tippman 
Cronus paintball 
guns and masks they 
will have for rent for 
players.

TimChurch•tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Branson ponders possible elimination of tree board

 Members of Branson’s Planning & 
Zoning Commission are discussing 
changes to city code which could see 
an end to the city’s tree board.
 According to Joel Hornickel, director 
of planning & development, the main 
item would be the dissolution of the 
city’s tree board, with the park board 
picking up their duties. Hornickel said 
the goal of the change is to increase ef-
ficiency.
 “Instead of having two bodies, have 

one,” Hornickel said. “Right now, 
there’s quite a bit of disconnect between 
the vision or the goal of planting trees, 
and the resources, staff and knowledge 
available to maintain those trees. We 
want to simplify the process and put it 
all on the advisory park board, so there’s 
a beginning and end in one depart-
ment.”
 Hornickel also discussed the impor-
tance of  maintaining Branson’s desig-
nation as a Tree City through the Arbor 

Day Foundation.
 “That’s something the city is commit-
ted to,” Hornickel said. “That’s why the 
code change is recommending to relo-
cate it inside the park board to contin-
ue fulfill that requirement as well as the 
other three requirements to be designat-
ed a tree city.”
 The city’s planning commission serves 
as an advisory committee to the Bran-
son Board of Aldermen, voting to make 
recommendations to the board.

 Another recommendation, Hornickel 
said, would be to expand allowed uses 
for funds collected by the tree removal 
fee. Currently, according to Hornickel, 
the city collects a $50 fee for each tree 
removed on a property during develop-
ment. The fee is paid back if developers 
replace the tree, but for larger develop-
ments that remove more trees than are 
replaced, the money goes into a fund to 
allow the city to plant new trees.

By John Robinson
jrobinson@bransontrilakesnews.com

 “If we don’t regulate it now, we’ll lose our ability to 
regulate it,” Lebeck said.

See WEED Page 3A

Forsyth Library 
to celebrate 

50th anniversary

See LIBRARY on Page 3A

enters final stages of construction 

See TREES Page 3A

See PAINTBALL Page 2A

http://bransontrilakesnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=36b5a28a-98a6-502d-aeb4-d3e90d2eef8f
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2B&uuid=36b5a28a-98a6-502d-aeb4-d3e90d2eef8f
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=36b5a28a-98a6-502d-aeb4-d3e90d2eef8f
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=36b5a28a-98a6-502d-aeb4-d3e90d2eef8f
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=36b5a28a-98a6-502d-aeb4-d3e90d2eef8f
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=36b5a28a-98a6-502d-aeb4-d3e90d2eef8f

