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Ballparks of America names general manager
Former major leaguer to oversee Branson facility

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

Scott Bailes is the new general manager at Branson’s Ball-
parks of America.

 Ballparks of America has hired 
a new general manager to oversee 
day-to-day operations at the estab-
lishment, and 
he’s a familiar 
face for regional 
baseball fans.
 Retired Major League Baseball 
player Scott Bailes was announced 
May 15 to the position. Bailes re-
tired after nine seasons in the Ma-
jor Leagues with the Cleveland 
Indians, California Angels and the 
Texas Rangers, and went on to be-
come the founder of Sports World, 

an indoor sports training facility.
 According to the release, Bailes 
worked with the Cardinals organi-

zation for eight 
seasons as the 
Director of De-

velopment and still today as the 
color commentator on all televi-
sion broadcasts.
 Bailes was inducted into the Mis-
souri Sports Hall of Fame in 2013.
 According to Sports Facilities 
Management (SFM), the national 
management service that partners 
with the four owners of Ballparks 

of America, Bailes is believed to 
be the perfect fit with his wealth of 
knowledge and reputation in the 
baseball world.
 “Scott Bailes has a background 
in the major leagues and we knew 
he would be a great fit,” says Lori 
Moore, account executive of SFM, 
in a press release. “We have seen 
his influence in his various roles, 
not only as a professional baseball 
player, but also after his retirement. 
We have no doubt he will exceed 
expectations as the general manag-
er of Ballparks of America.”

courtesy of Ballparks of America

Branson Planning Commission gives nod to new Panera
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 A long-vacant property on busy 76 
Country Boulevard is now seeing some 
promise of activity, according to reports 
recently discussed at a Branson Plan-
ning Commission meeting.
 This property, located between Dick 
Clark’s American Bandstand and Bran-
son Center Stage restaurant, will be the 
new home of Branson’s Panera Bread 
Bakery Cafe.
 A Special Use Application was sub-
mitted by Kurtis McMurray on behalf 
of Morris Hospitality, LLC for the new 
Panera Bread Bakery Cafe location to 
operate a restaurant with a drive-th-

ru within the property located at 1700 
West 76 Country Boulevard.
 Branson Planning and Development 
Director Joel Hornickel said there are 
plans for other businesses on the prop-
erty, but Panera is the only one that has 
been named so far.
 “ At this time, Panera Bread is the only 
request received by the City for the sub-
ject property,” said Branson Planning 
and Development Director Joel Hor-
nickel. “However, staff has reviewed a 
preliminary development plan for the 
subject property that showed other, ad-
ditional business opportunities.”

 Also discussed at the planning meet-
ing is a subdivision plat that, in the fu-
ture, can be the home of multiple new 
businesses.
 Information regarding details of each 
agenda item are included in the Bran-
son Planning Commission report for 
the May 5 meeting and can be found at 
bransonmo.gov under the ‘Government’ 
- “Planning Commission” tab.
 At the meeting, another Special Use 
Permit Application was submitted by 
Branson Helicopters, LLC on behalf of 
The Track, LLC for the property located 
at 3309 West 76 Country Boulevard. 

 “The Special Use Permit amendment 
to operate helicopter tours was ap-
proved,” said Hornickel.  “The appli-
cant’s main request was to change the 
name of the operator, but they also re-
quested a handful of other minor mod-
ifications as outlined in the published 
staff report. All requested amendments 
were approved.”
 The additional requests, according to 
the report, were to:
- Remove the five minute minimum du-
ration requirement to allow for a lower 
price point option.

Due to the most recent heavy rain storms, Bull Shoals Lake below Powersite Dam has risen significantly. The high 
water level has also caused officials to close a portion of Y Highway as water has begun to overtake certain parts of 
the roadway. Photo taken on May 18, 2020. As of May 19, Bull Shoals level was at 691.38 feet above sea level, 32.38 
feet above its normal pool level.

TimChurch•tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

 Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, The Vietnam 
Veterans of America, 
Chapter 913 has an-
nounced the cancellation 
of their May and June 
events and fundraisers.
 In a press release, VVA 
Chapter 913 Public Rela-
tions Director Bob Sarver 
said among their annual 
events to be canceled this 
month is the 17th Annu-
al Veterans Benefit Show, 
which would have been 
held on May 18 at the 
Hamner’s Variety Theatre. 
 Past benefit shows have 
featured the talents of 
some of the biggest names 

in Branson entertainment, 
ranging from Billy Dean 
to Dave Hamner to Six to 
The Brett Family.
 Also canceled this 
month is the annual 
Memorial Day Service, 
which would have taken 
place on Monday, May 
25 at the Ozarks Memo-
rial Park Cemetery. 
 For this annual event, 
the VVA Chapter 913 in-
vited the community to 
join them as they honored 
the men and women who 
made the ultimate sacri-
fice for the country when 
they laid down their lives 
during a time of war. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com
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