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Veterans Week gets underway
Annual clay shoot brings veterans and residents together

 More than two dozen 
veterans and community 
members came together 
for the annual Branson 
Veterans Events & Re-
unions Sporting Clays 
Shoot at Ozarks Shooters 
Sports Complex on Nov. 
3.
 As the clay shoot fund-
raiser serves as a pre-
event to Branson’s Veter-
an’s Homecoming Week, 
Branson Veteran’s Events 
& Reunions President Ar-
len Lipper said this event 
helps to set the tone for 
all the veterans activities 
and events to come later 
in the week. 
 “Veterans love it. Every-
body has a great time,” 

said Lipper. “It’s been a 
great event and we’re 
pretty proud of it.”
 Participates were split 
into two groups, veterans 
and non-veterans, and 
each group was placed 
into one of three sepa-
rate flights. First and sec-
ond place trophies were 
awarded to those with the 
best scores in their flight. 
 “We’ve got quite a few 
veterans here today, and 
we’ve got non-veterans 
here. We had a pretty 
good turnout this year 
and the weather’s been 
great today.”
 “We’ve been doing this 
since around 2010. It’s 
just a fundraiser to hon-

or our veterans and their 
families. We’ve given 
to homeless vets,” Lip-
per said. “We’ve given 
to various other veterans 
organizations to help take 
care of them and to honor 
them and their families.”
 Branson Veterans 
Homecoming Week is 
Nov. 5 to 11. The offi-
cial kick-off to the annu-
al weeklong event began 
on Nov. 5 with opening 
ceremonies at the Welk 
Resort, hosted by Viet-
nam Veterans of America 
Chapter 913 and will end 
with the 56th Annual Vet-
erans Day Parade at 11 
a.m. on Nov. 11.
 For a listing of Veterans 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

The winners of the 2019 Sporting Clay’s Shoot on Nov. 3. Ron Beets Sr. (left), Brayden 
Cravens, Bill Ingalsbe, Gerald Harvey, Ron Anderson, Robin Anderson, Brad Akers and 
Kevin Speer
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Family brings community together for 11th year

 A free community-wide Thanks-
giving dinner will be held at Reeds 
Spring Intermediate School for its 
11th annual celebration on Nov. 
28 at 12 p.m.
 “We’ve been very blessed with 
people in the community that 
want to donate and help do it 

every year,” said Shirley Mease, 
retired kitchen director at Reeds 
Spring School District. “It’s grown. 
The first year, we only served 11 
people. Last year, we served ap-
proximately 400, maybe 425.”
 Several years ago, Mease’s hus-
band passed away, and his birth-

day was around Thanksgiving. A 
few years after his passing, Mease’s 
daughter Kristal Porter asked if 
they could do something differ-
ent that year, since they spent so 
much money doing Thanksgiving 
for their immediate family. They 
ended up deciding on preparing a 
community Thanksgiving dinner.
 “It’s a full, homemade Thanks-
giving dinner, and we welcome 
everybody to come,” said Mease. 
 “By working in the school sys-
tem, I realized there was a lot of 
families that just couldn’t afford 
a large Thanksgiving meal. We 
also live in a community where 
we have a lot of retired citizens, 
so sometimes their families ar-
en’t close by, so we have a group 
of people that come every year. 
There’s no qualifications, it’s not 
because you might need some-
thing, it’s just whoever wants to 
come fellowship with us and have 
a good meal.”
 The family will also provide de-
liveries for those who do not have 
transportation to attend the event. 
To sign up for a delivered meal, 
call Shirley Mease at 417-337-
3414 before Nov. 27.

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

Branson student receives special Halloween experience 

 A Cedar Ridge Elementary student 
received a special Halloween expe-
rience thanks to paramedics with 
the Taney County Ambulance Dis-
trict.
 Each year TCAD selects one 
young person to go with them trick-
or-treating, that due to injury, illness 
or a disability are unable to enjoy 
the traditional candy-gathering as-
pect of Halloween. This year, Jimmy 
Rankin, 9, who has Cerebral Palsy 
was nominated for TCAD’s annu-

al Halloween program by Branson 
School District Special Services Di-
rector Samantha Henderson.
 On Oct. 31, Rankin, and his 
grandmother Nanette, were trans-
ported by ambulance to Branson 
Landing for its 13th Annual Safe 
Street Trick-or-Treat. TCAD Para-
medics then took Rankin from store 
to store gathering candy, all while 
he got to ride on the ambulance cot. 
 For his costume this year, Rankin 
dressed as a clown. Visit tcad.net.

By Tim Church
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Jimmy Rankin, 9, got 
to ride in a TCAD 
Ambulance, with his 
Grandmother Na-
nette Rankin and 
TCAD Paramedic Alex 
Blevins, to the Bran-
son Landing where 
he got to participate 
in the 13th Annual 
Safe Street Trick-or-
Treat.

courtesy of Taney County Ambulance District

No Shave November comes to Branson Police Department

 It’s officially No Shave No-
vember, and your local Branson 
Police Department is up for the 
challenge to benefit a cause.
 “Last week we attended the 
funeral of Scott Britton, a for-
mer Branson Police officer who 

died of pancreatic cancer,” 
said Branson Police Chief Jeff 
Matthews.” In honor of him, 
it being No Shave November 
and pancreatic cancer aware-
ness month, I thought the $50 
donation could go towards the 

Britton family or the charity of 
their choice. We’re working 
with our police association to 
collect all the donations and 
send one check to the family to 
either supplement their needs 
or to give to a charity.”

 With the opportunity to raise 
awareness, community mem-
bers are getting a chance to 
participate. 
 “We posted about it on our 
social media platforms and one 
of our contacts on Nextdoor.

com got back with us and said 
‘hey, can I pay for an officer’s 
donation?’ That came to me in 
a question from our staff and I 
said, ‘I like it, let’s do it’,” said 
Matthews. 

By Madison Bryan
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Silver Dollar City’s new eight-story tree is a focus at An 
Old Time Christmas, which opened last week. See page 
9A for more photos.
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An Old Time 
ChristmasFree Thanksgiving Dinner

Week activities, see the 
Calendar of Events on 
page 5A.

The 11th annual free Thanksgiving dinner at Reeds Spring Intermediate 
School is set for Nov. 28 at noon.

filephoto•bransontrilakesnews.com

See DINNER Page 2A

See NO SHAVE Page 3A
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