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‘The Marvelous Wonderettes’
A wonderful musical and comedic journey back to a simpler time

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

 The Branson Region-
al Arts Council invites 
folks to take a trip back 
in time to experience 
the 1950’s and 60’s with 
“The Marvelous Won-
derettes.”
 On Thursday, Jan. 28, 
“The Marvelous Won-
derettes” hosted the first 
of 12 performances at 
the Historic Owen The-
atre in downtown Bran-
son. When the musical 
begins, audience mem-
bers will find themselves 
joining Springfield High 
School Seniors Missy 
Miller, Cindy Lou Huff-

ington, Betty Jean Reyn-
olds and Tami Cooper, 
aka “The Marvelous 
Wonderettes,” at their 
senior prom in 1958.
 “The story follows four 
women who are in high 
school in the 1950’s and 
they are performing at 
their senior prom,” said 
Director Jacob Estes. 
“So Act I deals with a 
lot of things that every-
one deals with in high 
school. So teenage dra-
ma and boy issues. Then 
in Act II it’s their 10 year 
reunion and they are 
performing there. It’s the 

same group of girls and 
it’s them as women now, 
so it’s showing their sto-
ries now and how they 
have grown and ma-
tured into new people, 
and it shows their new 
stories and how they’ve 
changed since high 
school.”
 Estes said the Wonder-
ettes song choices for 
the prom and reunion 
will reflect the time pe-
riod of the musical. 
 “The whole show is a 
jukebox musical, so it 
incorporates songs from 
the 1950’s and 60’s,” Es-
tes said. “You’ll hear a 
lot of your favorites like 
‘Lollipop’ and ‘Sandman’ 
for Act 1 and then for 
Act II you’ll hear things 
like ‘Heatwave’ and ‘Son 
of a Preacher Man.’”
 Some additional song 
selections will include 
“Dream Lover” “I Only 
Want To Be With You” 
“It’s My Party” “Rescue 
Me” “Respect” “You 
Don’t Own Me” and 
many more.
 In the musical, Mesa 

Mitchell stars as Cindy 
Lou Huffington and Cait-
lin Secrest stars as Betty 
Jean Reynolds.
 “So we have four su-
per talented profession-
als who are doing the 
show. They all come 
from a performance 
background here in 
Branson and other ar-
eas,” said Estes. “You 
have Cindy Lou Huff-
ington, and she’s like 
the diva of the group. 
She’s the one that wants 
to be prom queen and is 
always the one kind of 
stirring the pot a little bit 
and causing some issues 
… And she’s played by 

Mesa Mitchell, who is 
just an incredible per-
former in town and she 
does an incredible job. 
Then we have Betty Jean 

Reynolds is the second 
character. She is the 
tomboy of the group and 
kind of the class clown. 
She likes to have fun 
and likes to sometimes 
cause some mischief 
and play practical jokes 
on the other girls during 
their songs. That charac-
ter is played by Caitlin 
Secrest. She does an in-
credible job and brings 
that character to life so 
wonderfully. She em-
bodies that character.”
 The Wonderettes also 
feature the talents of 
Macy Watts as Missy 
Miller and Tami Cooper 
as Suzy Simpson.

The Wonderettes perform a fun tradition to determine 
who gets to sing a song about their love/crush next. 

“The Marvelous Wonderettes” pose at the end of a song 
during their 1958 Springfield High School Prom. 

“The Marvelous Wonderettes” is now showing at the 
Historic Owen Theatre in Downtown Branson with eight 
more shows leading up to Sunday, Feb. 14.
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