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Table Rock Lake fRonT Home. Inspiring architectural design 
and charm. Custom home with soaring ceilings, wall of windows 
and true hardwood flooring. Expansive open free-flowing layout 
AND the Lake VIEW will take your breath away. 10x24 slip w/lift is 
add’l $. 351 Lemonwood Ln, Hollister MLS 60185546 $1,095,000

HoT deaL on StoneBridge Village LoT. Amazing moun-
tain views & nearly 1 acre lot. Live the life of first Class Golf & 
Country Club at StoneBridge Village/LedgeStone Golf course 
with incredible amenities. Underground utilities at property.
MLS 60153352 $1,999

OPEN HOUSE
Sat. March 27th • 1:00pM - 3:00pM

neaR Lake TaneycoMo! - In the heart of downtown 
Branson, 3 bedroom/2 bath home. Hardwood floors & 
large bedrooms, big closets and mud room. Plus a huge-
fenced back yard. MLS 60185092 $154,900

Directions: From Downtown 
Branson/Business 65/Veteran’s 
Blvd.;  in front of Cox Hospital, 
take the round about to right 
on Parnell Drive; then left on 
Eiserman Avenue, to address.

527 Eiserman Ave.,

Branson

Two dogs share mothering responsibilities to 11 puppies

 Two dog’s paths were forever changed 
and connected by sharing in a unique 
parenting experience. 
 Elsa, a 6-year-old female Husky, suf-
fered a great loss when she had a false 
pregnancy. She began to show signs of 
depression and distress when she did 
not bear any puppies. She spent time 
trying to care for stuffed animals, nest-
ing and even producing milk, according 
to a press release from the Shepherd of 
the Hills Humane Society (SOHHS). 
 “This is Elsa’s second false pregnan-
cy  where she went through everything 
except actually giving birth to puppies,” 
said Elsa’s Owner Michelle Davis. “She 
was nesting, carrying around toys as if 
they were her babies and even lactating. 
It was heartbreaking to watch.” 

 “Michelle reached out to us to help 
Elsa,” said Shepherd of the Hills Hu-
mane Society Operations Coordinator 
Alicia Mason.
 In Warsaw, Missouri another story was 
unfolding. Furry Hearts Rescue, a fos-
ter based networking group that helps 
place animals from small animal con-
trol facilities into other rescue groups 
and foster homes out of Cedar County 
Missouri, was contacted by an owner 
of Grace, a pregnant Beagle/Foxhound 
mix. The owners told Furry Hearts Res-
cue that they could no longer care for 
Grace. Furry Hearts Rescue reached out 
to the SOHHS seeking help fostering 
Grace, according to the release.
 “We were sent a message that an own-
er was going to dump her,” said Mason. 

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

See PUPPIES on Page 2A

Spring break brings tourists back to Branson

 Last March, COVID-19 lockdowns can-
celed many families’ spring break plans to 
visit Branson. Streets, restaurants, shows, and 
stores that were normally packed with tourists 
were experiencing the slowest spring break 
they’ve seen in many years. 
 Now, families across the country are flock-
ing to Ozark Mountain Country this month for 
spring break, giving local businesses the big-
gest boom they’ve seen in more than a year. 
 The sudden increase in tourism can be at-
tributed to many things such as new market-
ing styles to encourage people to come to the 
area and an eagerness to travel, according to  
Jason Outman, president/CEO of the Branson/
Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce & CVB.
 “We are running a road trip campaign and 

the road trip campaign is encouraging those 
in our drive market to come out and visit,” 
said Outman.
 The drive market they are campaigning to 
is those within a 300-mile radius of the area, 
as commercial travel is more difficult than in 
years past, according to the chamber.
 According to Outman, the chamber is see-
ing the eagerness to travel stemming from 
pent up demand. 
 “I think what we are seeing is again the op-
portunity to say, ‘you know what, we’ve seen 
Branson can do it, we’ve seen Branson can do 
it safe, and so why do we continue to just be 
locked in our house?’”
 In February, Forbes Magazine released an 
article listing the top ten best places in Ameri-

ca to travel right now and avoid the pandem-
ic.  Branson was listed as No.4, which has 
encouraged spring break travel.
 “It helped showcase not just the great things 
that Branson has to do, but how the region 
really prepared visitors in a safe manner,” said 
Outman. “When you have a major media 
magazine calling you out saying, ‘Branson is 
a great place to go, to have a lot of fun, to 
have that true vacation sense but to stay safe 
at the same time,’ I think that really helped 
contribute to it.”
 According to Outman, the chamber is really 
excited for the increase in tourism across the 
area.

By Addie Cantrell
acantrell@bransontrilakesnews.com

See TOURISTS on Page 2A

Branson face
covering ordinance to 

end May 24

 Starting on May 24, the 
city of Branson’s face cov-
ering ordinance will be 
no more.
 At the March 23 vir-
tual Board of Aldermen 
meeting the presented 
ordinance set the expira-
tion of the face covering 
ordinance for May 9. A 
motion for an amendment 
was then made, by Alder-
man Jeff Seay, to extend 
the date to May 24.
 “I went up and got my 
first vaccination today, I 
was hoping that Lisa Mar-
shall (director of the Taney 
County Health Depart-
ment) would be there and 
she was. So during my 15 
minutes of sitting there, 
that turned into a 30 min-
ute conversation (and) 
she was aware of the May 
9 date,” said Seay. “She 
told me that since the tier 
for our frontline workers 

hasn’t opened up yet, we 
still have a lot of people 
that need to be vaccinat-
ed and they only allot her 
so much for the specific 
tiers.
 “So even before she 
had the discussion with 
me, she was trying to run 
it up the chain, since our 
season is approaching so 
quickly, to try to get that 
tier opened up to get our 
frontline workers: wait 
staff, cooks, ticket takers; 
vaccinated before then. 
She said if May 9 is it, 
she’ll take that, but I real-
ly think if we gave it till 
that (May) 24 date we’re 
basically giving 61 days, 
two months, for us to get 
those people vaccinated 
and she will take this up 
now as an additional need 
to try to expedite this be-
cause we’re going to give 
her time to do such.”

 The board then vot-
ed on the motion for the 
amendment to extend the 
date to May 24. 
 Aldermen Julia King, 
Bob Simmons and Larry 
Milton voted against the 
amendment to extend the 
date. Mayor Edd Akers 
then voted yes to break 
the tie vote; passing the 
extension.
 The ordinance, as 
amended, was then 
passed four to two with 
the no votes coming from 
Aldermen King and Mil-
ton.
 According to the staff 
report provided by the 
city of Branson this or-
dinance repeals the face 
covering ordinance in its 
entirety.
 The following is the 
information presented in 
the report to explain the 
aspects of this ordinance 

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

The Branson Board of Aldermen voted to end the face 
covering ordinance on May 24. People gathered in city 
hall to discuss the ordinance in this photo from the July 
16, 2020 special meeting.

file photo

and how it is set to ac-
count for the statewide 
vaccination plan:
 The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) has shown a 
significant decrease in 
weekly COVID-19 cases 
since late 2020 for Mis-
souri and is forecasting a 

continued decline as of 
March 17, 2021. (Current 
modeling can be located 
at the CDC Data Tracker).
 As of March 22, 2021, 
22.1% of Missouri, 15.4% 
of Taney County, and 
19.3% of Stone County 
residents have initiated 
COVID-19 vaccination. 

See ORDINANCE on Page 2A

Courtesy of  Michelle Davis

Being able to be a mom to four of Grace’s puppies 
brought back Elsa’s smile after weeks of sadness. 
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