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Forsyth to host Culpepper & Merriweather Circus

 The circus is coming to town.
 On Friday, Sept. 17, Forsyth will 
welcome the Culpepper & Mer-
riweather Circus to Shoals Bend 
Park for two back-to-back perfor-
mances. Now in its 36th edition, 
the C&M Circus is an authentic 
one ring, big top circus, which has 
become internationally known for 
its quality family entertainment.

 At the C&M Circus, they strive 
to create a reminiscent experience 
for folks who remember attending 
the circus as children, according to 
Trapeze Artist, Unicyclist and An-
nouncer Simone Key.  
 “We try to keep everything real 
old school, really traditional. It’s a 
smaller tent, but a lot of the com-
ments we get are that its really 

cool for people to see everything 
so close up, as opposed to being 
in a big auditorium or a colosse-
um or something like that. It’s very 
intimate and you get to see every-
thing,” Key said. “No seat is further 
away than 40 feet from the ring, 
so you’ll get to see everything that 
goes on during the show and be 
right up in all the action.”    
 Showtimes on Friday will be at 5 
and 7:30 p.m.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Simone Key performing on the Single Trapeze as part of 
the Culpepper & Merriweather Circus. 

Courtesy of Culpepper & Merriweather Circus
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48th Annual Autumn Daze to be held 

 Fall is in the air and that means it is 
time for Branson’s annual Autumn Daze 
Festival. 
 Downtown Branson Betterment As-
sociation will host the 48th Annual 
Autumn Daze Festival this week. The 
festival will feature homemade crafts, 

foods, live entertainment and more. 
Artisans and crafters will exhibit their 
work in historic downtown Branson 
Thursday, Sept. 16  through Saturday, 
Sept 18, according to the Explore Bran-
son website. 
 The festival is a free event and will be 
open Thursday and Friday 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com
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State of the Ozarks Fest 

returns for fifth year

 Downtown Hollis-
ter will see musicians, 
crafters, artists, danc-
ers, historians, cosplay-
ers, food and more on 
Saturday, Sept. 18, as 
the 5th Annual State of 
the Ozarks Fest returns. 
 State of the Ozarks 
Fest is a one-day cel-
ebration, hosted by 
State of the Ozarks 
Magazine, bringing the 
community together 
in a heightened street 
fair filled to the brim 

with food, art, crafts-
manship, and uproari-
ous fun, all tied to the 
history and culture of 
our land, according to 
the State of the Ozarks 
website. 
 State of the Ozarks 
Editor-in-Chief Joshua 
Heston said he’s glad to 
be able to continue to 
bring people together 
to celebrate the unique 
arts, music, and people 
of the Ozarks.
 “SOTO Fest is the 

annual celebration the 
State of the Ozarks 
hosts in Hollister. Our 
goal is to preserve and 
celebrate Ozark history 
and culture. It is also a 
celebration of our com-
munity,” Heston said. 
“It’s an extremely var-
ied festival.”
 The event is free to 
the public and will take 
place from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. along Downing 
Street in Hollister.

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

Branson Tri-Lakes News File Photo

See SOTO on Page 2


