
 It’s officially time for 
the 47th Annual Autumn 
Daze Arts, Crafts, and 
Music Festival.
 “We set up a large tent 
in Awberry Parking lot, 
and that’s where all of our 
vendors will mostly be,” 
said Executive Director 
of Downtown Branson 
Betterment Association 
Jessica Luthardt. “We 
also close off the portion 
of Commercial Street in 
front of Awberry Park-
ing Lot, and that’s where 
we’ll have our food ven-
dors.”
 This festival is being 
held this week Thursday, 
Sept. 17 till Saturday, 
Sept. 19.
 Operations will be 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday and 

on Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
 “This particular year is 
really unique, not only 
because we’re dealing 
with the COVID pandem-
ic but because so many of 
our festivals in the region 
have decided to go ahead 
and cancel and let their 
events go,” said Luthardt. 
“So, we wanted to, if we 
were able to, safely keep 
this festival going. Be-
cause of that, we have a 
lot of regional vendors 
that are coming for the 
first time to our town of 
Branson for this Autumn 
Daze Festival, and that’s 
really exciting to have so 
many new items and new 
people coming in.”
 According to a press 
release provided by Lu-

thardt, new vendors from 
as far as Illinois and Ten-
nessee will be a part of 
the 47th Autumn Daze 
Festival to present their 

handmade items, includ-
ing rugs, woodworks, 
glasswork, jewelry, 
clothing, children’s toys, 
soaps, lotions and more. 

 Vendors will also 
demonstrate their skills 
for everyone’s viewing 
pleasure.
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47th Autumn Daze Arts, Crafts, and Music Festival
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

The 47th Annual Autumn Daze Arts, Crafts, and Music Festival begins Thursday in 
downtown Branson. The festival features an array of vendors, as seen in this 2019 photo. 
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Construction underway for new sewer district facilities

 Construction is now underway at the future home of 
the Taney County Regional Sewer District headquar-
ters in Kirbyville.
 In 2018, the TCRSD purchased a 5.72 acre lot lo-
cated at 6733 East State Highway 76, approximately 
a half mile to the east of the Kirbyville Middle School. 
Now more than two years later, development of the 
property has began.
 “That project has been a long time in the making,” 
said TCRSD District Administrator Brad Allbritton. 
“We started on the design process and was finally able 
to bid the building construction out this year. We got 
two bids on the project. The low bid being from Rich 
Kramer Construction and that came in at a little over 
$1.8 million to construct both of the buildings and 
perform some of the parking lot paving, concrete work 
and a little bit of sight work.”
 In recent weeks, the Taney County Road and Bridge 
Department has been prepping the property for con-
struction by conducting the excavation parts of the 
project. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Construction is now underway at the future home of the Taney County Regional Sewer 
District headquarters in Kirbyville
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County approves purchase of COVID absentee mail-in envelopes

 The Taney County Clerk’s Office is pre-
paring for the 2020 General Election on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, which included the recent 
approval of the purchase of 12,000 or more 
COVID Absentee Mail-In Envelopes.
 On Monday, Sept. 14, the Taney County 
Commission approved a $15,200 bid recom-
mendation from Elkins-Swyers Company in 
Springfield to purchase the envelopes. Taney 
County Deputy Clerk Wesley Shoemaker ex-
plained to commissioners that the COVID 
absentee mail-in units contain a total of two 
envelopes. 
 “This one here is the one we send the ab-
sentees out in, and this here is inside it. On 
the back side of it, it has all the reasons why 

they can vote absentee,” said Shoemaker. 
“Due to the 2020 COVID, there’s new rea-
sons to hold absentee. We had to order more 
ballots due to the fact that we got, I want to 
say, close to 1,000 right now in the office in 
applications and we’re expecting it to just 
keep going.”
 Shoemaker added that they are purchasing 
12,000 units, meaning there are technically 
24,000 envelopes. Western Taney County 
Commissioner Brandon Williams followed 
up by asking Shoemaker how many absentee 
requests the clerk’s office normally receive.
 “For a November election, about 1,000 
total,” said Shoemaker. “We’re never any-
where near this amount at this time in the 
election process.”
 Eastern Taney County Commissioner Shei-

la Wyatt also addressed Shoemaker and 
asked him to explain what the differences are 
between an absentee and mail-in ballot.
 “Absentee, there is a reason to vote absen-
tee. Depending on the reason why you’re 
voting absentee, you may or may not have to 
have it notarized,” said Shoemaker. “If you 
do a mail-in ballot, there is no reason. You 
don’t have to specify any reason for a mail-in 
ballot, but they all have to be notarized.”
 After Shoemaker’s explanation Wyatt said 
that she wanted him to explain, because of 
what she had shared at the beginning of the 
meeting. During the commissioners’ remarks 
portion of the meeting Wyatt said that she was 
in a meeting where Missouri Secretary of State 
Jay Ashcroft spoke against mail-in voting. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

U.S. 65 bridge to receive deck repair
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com
 A bridge overlooking Lake Taneycomo 
on U.S. 65 is going to receive bridge deck 
repair.
 This repair will be at no financial cost to 
the city.
 According to a staff report provided by 
the city of Branson, “the Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation will be repairing the 
bridge deck and providing signage for safe-
ty purposes at their own cost.”

 According to Branson Director of Public 
Works Keith Francis at the Sept. 8 Board of 
Aldermen meeting, MoDOT has not gone 
out to bid on this project yet. However, 
there is hope for a contractor to be under 
contract by the end of the year and start in 
early spring, but the definite timeline is still 
unknown. The repair should take approx-
imately six months to partially remove, 
via hydroblasting, and replace both bridge 
decks.
 MoDOT will also be coordinating door-

to-door visits with property owners and 
providing informational flyers notifying 
them of temporary road closures.
 An agreement regarding the repair was 
passed unanimously by the Branson Board 
of Aldermen at the Sept. 8 meeting.
 The agreement, between the city and 
the Missouri Highway and Transportation 
Commission, gives the MHTC permission 
to work on the project even though part 
of the project lies within the city limits of 
Branson.
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