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Woman charged with murder 
Suspect allegedly admitted to the killing while being booked for another crime

 A woman from Reeds Spring 
has been charged with felony 1st 
degree murder for the death of a 
Stone County man. 
 In a press release, Stone Coun-
ty Sheriff Doug Rader reported on 
Nov. 16 that deputies were dis-
patched to a home on OO High-
way on report of an ex parte vio-
lation. As deputies were in route, 
they were also advised that the fe-
male suspect had also set the home 

on fire.
 The female suspect, Elizabeth 
Horn, 30, was 
booked into the 
Stone County 
Jail after being 
taken into cus-
tody by depu-
ties. While being 
booked, Horn 
stated, “I killed 
someone today,” 

while in the presence of the arrest-
ing deputy and three correctional 
officers. When asked who she had 
killed, Horn shared the name of her 
victim, but refused to answer where 
she had committed the act until she 
spoke with her attorney, according 
to the probable cause statement.
 Central dispatch was able to find 
the address of the person Horn said 
she killed. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

House fire reportedly set by Elizabeth Horn on OO High-
way.

courtesy of Southern Stone County Fire Protection District
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 Area residents are invited to 
help Kimberling City kick-off it’s 
Christmas season at the annual 

Hometown Holiday Parade and 
the all-new Cookies and Cocoa 
with Santa on Saturday, Dec. 7.

Hosted each year by the Kimber-
ling City Lions Club, the Home-
town Holiday Parade begins at 
10 a.m. Lions Club Secretary and 
Public Relations Director Rhonda 
Del Boccio said they are excited 
to be debuting a new and im-
proved parade route this year that 
will take parade participants to the 
new post-parade festivities.
 “The parade will step-off by the 
Kimberling Area Library. It goes 
down Kimberling Blvd. and Mari-
na Way. It finishes at the Port of 
Kimberling, where we will have 
Cookies and Cocoa with Santa, 
the awards ceremony for those 
who won trophies for their floats 
in the parade entries and all kinds 
of other little festivities.”
 The theme for this year’s parade 
is ‘Christmas Stories.’ Del Boccio 
explained that they’ll have a set of 
judges to determine a winner for 
each of the parade categories: Best 
Business Float, Best Non-Profit 
Float, Best Four-Wheel Decorated 
Vehicle, Best Animal Entry, Best 
Use of Theme, Best Overall and 
People’s Choice Award.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

An image from the 2018 Kimberling City Christmas parade. Unlike previous 
years, this year’s parade route will finish at Port of Kimberling. The parade is 
scheduled to start at 10 a.m. Dec. 7.
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Branson to put use tax on ballot again

 Potential approval to put a use tax back on the 
ballot for approval by Branson citizens has become 
a topic of discussion once again.
 According to a staff report from the city of Bran-
son, the state of Missouri 2018 use tax sales report 
estimates that Branson could collect an additional 
$558,593 per year if the use tax is approved by vot-
ers.
 The local use tax would be applied, instead of 
the local sales tax, on transactions that individuals 
and businesses conduct with out-of-state vendors, 
including online, catalog and direct market sales.
 The imposition of a use tax is not a tax rate in-
crease, according to the staff report. The purchases 

would be charged either a sales or use tax, never 
both.
 The use tax would be imposed at the same rate as 
the local sales tax, which is currently a total of 2%, 
including a 1% General Sales Tax, a 1/2% Transpor-
tation Sales Tax and a 1/2% Public Safety Sales Tax.
 Local businesses currently collect local sales tax, 
which supports the things in Branson that the cit-
izens say the want, like public safety (police and 
fire), according to the staff report.
 Out-of-state vendors and online stores do not col-
lect a tax to pay for the things that citizens say they 
want in their community. 

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 Eddie Coleman has resigned as the Mayor of Forsyth.
 Before the Forsyth Board of Aldermen could adjourn 
their meeting on Nov. 18, Coleman announced that, 
due to his health, he has chosen to move away from 
Forsyth to be closer to family and step down as the 
mayor.
 In the first week of October, Coleman said, he suf-
fered a stoke, which put him in the hospital. He said he 
has since been recovering from that incident. 
 “I used this button (holding up a Life Alert around 
his neck). I hadn’t had it that long, but I used this but-
ton, and thank goodness Nathan (Bowers, Forsyth fire 
chief) and his crew was at the apartment in less than 
five minutes,” said Coleman. “These people had me in 
the hospital in less than an hour. My health is in terrible 
shape.”

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Mayor of Forsyth Eddie Coleman announced his resigna-
tion at the Nov. 18 Board of Alderman Meeting.

Tim Church • tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Branson program to assist seniors through holiday season

 This Christmas season the Branson Parks and Rec-
reation Department is putting on its fourth Adopt-A-
Senior program.
 In coordination with SeniorAge Area Agency on 
Aging, this program provides gifts and holiday joy to 
Branson area seniors who may not otherwise feel like 
they are receiving the holiday spirit.
 “We did it (the first year and) the response we got 
from the seniors in the area was amazing,” said Traci 
Burrow, community center coordinator. “This is our 
fourth year of doing Adopt-A-Senior, and we expect 
to have about 250 local seniors on the list this year.
 “So what we do is type up the list and we put them 

out at the Branson RecPlex and the community cen-
ter. You can also receive (the list) by email if you 
email me and then people shop for those items, bring 
them back and then we tag them and deliver them to 
our seniors.”
 Christmas wish lists are distributed to local seniors 
through area care facilities, the Branson Community 
Center and the Senior Age home meal delivery pro-
gram. 
 The finished lists are then returned to the Branson 
Community Center to give to those in the community 
who are interested in adopting a senior.
 If you would like to adopt a senior this holiday sea-

son, wish lists are currently available at the Branson 
Community Center and Branson RecPlex.
 You can also request a wish list by emailing Com-
munity Center Coordinator Traci Burrow at tburrow@
bransonmo.gov or calling the community center at 
417-337-8510.
 Wish lists and gifts should be returned to the Bran-
son RecPlex or Branson Community Center no later 
than Monday, Dec. 9. 
 The hours to pick up wish lists and drop off gifts at 
the Branson Community Center are 8-4 Mon. - Fri. 
and the Branson RecPlex from 8-8 Mon. - Sat. and 
Sun. 12-6.

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com
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