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By Joshua Clark
jclark@bransontrilakesnews.com

 There aren’t too many things 
in Branson that began before the 
Shepherd of the Hills and Silver 
Dollar City that are still going as 
strong as 74-year-old Joyce Davis, 
who celebrated the beginning of 
her 61st year waiting tables at the 
Branson Cafe in downtown Satur-
day.
 “I feel great about it,” Davis said 

with a smile. “It just flew right by. 
I love the people I work with. I 
love my boss, and I really love the 
people who come in.”
 According to Davis, she start-
ed working at the Branson Cafe, 
which had already been open for 
50 years, when she was 14.
 “I started just part time, you 
know, after school,” Davis said. “I 

liked doing it, so I just stayed with 
it. I don’t like changes (laughs).
 “I love to work with the people I 
work with, and I have great boss-
es in Susie and Tom Roten.”
 Another of her favorite aspects 
of working at the restaurant, aside 
from the folks she works with, is 
seeing many of the same visitors 
year after year.”

Joyce Davis, 
who has been 
working at the 
Branson Cafe 
for 60 years, 
is all smiles as 
she visits with 
customers last 
week in down-
town.
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Branson apartment declared ‘dangerous’
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

On Jan. 15, the Director of the city of Branson Plan-
ning & Development, Joel Hornickel, issued a Findings 
of Fact and a Written Order of Abatement declaring 
Livin’ On Main Apartments, on 102 N. Fifth Street, as 
dangerous.

 On Jan. 15, the Director of the 
city of Branson Planning & Devel-
opment, Joel Hornickel, issued a 
Findings of Fact and a Written Or-
der of Abatement declaring Livin’ 
On Main Apartments, on 102 N. 
Fifth Street, as dangerous.

 “It’s mainly that the property has 
not been maintained as it should 
be,” said Hornickel. “There are 
electrical concerns that the city has 
noted through inspections. There 
are concerns with the integrity of 
the flooring, that obviously people 

are walking on, sleeping on and liv-
ing on. So those are critical things 
that anybody should not have to 
worry about when they’re living, 
whether in an apartment, a home, 
or wherever.”
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By Joshua Clark
jclark@bransontrilakesnews.com

 One of Branson’s biggest and most popular en-
tertainers, Shoji Tabuchi,  will be inducted into the 
National Fiddler Hall of Fame at the Mabee Center 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, later this year. According to a 
release, Tabuchi will be honored at a special gala, 
headlined by Grammy Award recipient Kris Kristof-
ferson, as well as the late Merle Haggard’s band, The 
Strangers, on Saturday, April 18.
 Tabuchi will join the ranks of past National Fiddler 
Hall of Fame inductees Roy Acuff, Charlie Daniels, 
Howdy Forrester, Johnny Gimble and Bob Wills, 
among many other greats.

Shoji Tabuchi will be inducted into the National Fiddler 
Hall of Fame, located in Tulsa, Oklahoma, April 18.
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Forsyth residents’ quest for information shut down by mayor

 More than 30 people were in attendance at the For-
syth Board of Alderman meeting on Monday, Feb. 10 
looking for answers following the recent unexpected 
resignation and retirement of former Forsyth Police 
Chief Roger Ellis and the demotion, and then firing, of 
former Forsyth Police Officer Bobby Sanderson. 
 Residents quest for an explanation on the recent 
staff changes to the police department was short-lived 
when, at the start of the meeting, Forsyth Mayor Kelly 
Dougherty said, while she understood why the resi-
dents were in attendance, Monday’s meeting would 

not include a public comment period.
 “I do understand,” Dougherty said. “I’ve seen some 
of the Facebook comments and stuff. I do understand 
some concern and stuff. We won’t have public com-
ment tonight. But if you would like to sit down with 
me and have a discussion, you can call city hall and 
I’ll do the best to accommodate you and we can have 
a discussion. It just won’t be on personnel. 
 “So call city hall. Ask to have an appointment with 
me, and I will call you back. But it won’t be on person-
nel. I would be more than happy to clear up anything 

that you have concerns about or try to address it the 
best I can.”
 Ellis served as an Alaska State Trooper for 20 years 
before retiring to move into Taney County. He worked 
as a detective with the Taney County Sheriff’s Office 
for 12 years before joining the Forsyth Police Depart-
ment in 2011 and being named police chief in 2015.  
 Sanderson joined the Forsyth Police Department in 
January 2019. At the end of the last year, following 
a Facebook poll, the Forsyth Chamber of Commerce 
named Sanderson Forsyth’s Police Officer of the year.

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Waitress celebrates 60 
years at Branson Cafe

See WAITRESS on Page 6A

See APARTMENT Page 9A

Shoji tapped for 
National Fiddler 

Hall of Fame

See SHOJI on Page 9A
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