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Man evading sheriff’s deputy drowns in Lake Taneycomo 

 A man drowned in Lake Taneycomo 
while attempting to evade Taney County 
Sheriff’s Deputy on Aug 11. 
 In a press release, Taney County Sher-
iff Jimmie Russell said at approximately 
3:01 a.m. a deputy attempted to stop 

a sport bike motorcycled traveling on 
Business 65 in Hollister. The driver, 
now identified as Tyler Jones, 26, of 
Hollister, refused to stop and traveled 
north through the roundabout onto east 
Highway 76. Jones then turned left onto 

Lake Shore Drive where, approximately 
a quarter of a mile down the road, he 
laid his bike down and began to run on 
foot.
 Jones then jumped over a guard rail 
and traveled down a steep embankment 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Entertainer to open concert, live music venue, new shows, concerts
By Joshua Clark

jclark@bransontrilakesnews.com

 One of Branson’s most iconic 
structures of the past is getting a new 
lease on life as award-winning sing-
er/songwriter and Branson favorite 
Billy Yates recently unveiled plans 
for Billy Yates’ Choices Concert Hall, 
a new restaurant and concert/dance 
hall set to host new shows, as well as 
touring acts, set to open next month.
 The new venture takes its name 
from the Grammy award-winning 
George Jones classic, “Choices,” 
which was penned by Yates. 
 “It’s been a long-time dream to 
create a venue dedicated to great 
dining, dancing, and music,” Yates 
said. “Our family loves Branson, 
and we believe in its future. We 
are excited to offer something that’s 
been needed in this town for a while 
now, a place for family and friends 
to gather and enjoy some great food 

and some great country music with 
a dance floor for those who want to 
kick up their heels.”
 According to Yates, Choices will 
feature  a full restaurant and bar, a 
“huge” dance floor and two stages 
for live shows and concerts. Vari-
ous country music memorabilia will 
be displayed throughout, includ-
ing all of Yates’ gold and platinum 
record awards, autographed gui-
tars, hand-written lyrics of some of 
the biggest country songs ever, and 
more.
 The venue, formerly known as 
Guitars and Cadillacs and Planet 
Branson, saw many major celebri-
ties such as Merle Haggard, Delbert 
McClinton, John Kay from Steppen-
wolf, Kenny Chesney and countless 
others.

 The Forsyth School District is kicking 
off the new school year with an inaugu-
ral Panther Pride Night on Friday, Aug. 
16 at the Forsyth Football Stadium. 
 Forsyth Head Football Coach Andy 
McFarland said the district is hosting this 
event in hopes of starting a new annual 
tradition for the school.
 “We are going to have an end-of-
the-summer football scrimmage,” said 
McFarland. “However, it won’t be a 
full-contact scrimmage, because of the 
MSHSAA rules of no full pads yet. But 
we’ll get out there and show the com-
munity what we’ve been working on all 
summer.”
 While the event is taking place on the 
football field and includes a scrimmage, 
McFarland said this event won’t only be 
for football fans.
 “It’s also going to be an opportunity for 
all the other sports teams and clubs and 
groups that we have here at the school to 
promote what it is that they do,” McFar-
land said. “Try to recruit students to be 
involved in something, whether it’s in a 
sport or the band or the cheerleaders or 
any kind of academic club.
 “So it’s just, I guess you could say, a 
celebration of everything our school has 
to offer.”
 Admission into the event is free for stu-
dents, but all other attendees are asked 
to make a special donation for entry into 
the event.
 “It’s going to be a case of Powerade 
per family. We’re not going to turn peo-
ple away, but it takes a village to make 
it through a football season. We’ve got 
a bunch of kids with a bunch of pre and 
post game meals,” said McFarland. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

 In preparation for next year’s 60th “Diamond Jubilee” 
anniversary, the folks at Silver Dollar City announced 
Tuesday they were investing $30 million into new park 
offerings, the largest single-year investment in their his-
tory, anchored by the debut of Mystic River Falls, a new 
water raft ride set to feature the “Tallest Drop in the West-
ern Hemisphere,” which will open next year.
 Additional 2020 announcements include a high-
ly-themed area and dining experience, bringing the total 
investment to more than $27 million.
 “This ride will be a very fun experience,” said Silver Dol-
lar City Attractions President Brad Thomas. “You know, 
coasters are fun and thrilling for those who seek fun and 
thrill, but some folks don’t do roller coasters. This ride can 

entertain the grandmother in our family, and also entertain 
the younger kids, and that my friend, is something that is 
unique, and kind of a surprise because this is adventure, but 
it is family adventure.
 “I’m also excited about the new barbecue restaurant, and 
we’ll also be making more announcements over the course 
of the coming months about our 60th anniversary, as well as 
a couple other surprises for Rivertown.”
 The area where the park now sits was a draw long 
before Silver Dollar City was ever thought of, thanks to 
Marvel Cave. In fact, the Herschends started Silver Dollar 
City so tourists visiting Marvel Cave had something to do 
while waiting for their tours. The cave was also among 
the most popular “show caves” in the 1950s and 60s.

By Joshua Clark & Tim Church
bransontrilakesnews.com

MYSTIC RIVER FALLS SET FOR 2020 AT SDC

towards Lake Taneycomo. The deputy 
pursuing Jones remained on the road-
way and did not follow the driver over 
the guardrail. The deputy was able to see 
Jones running out of sight on the edge of 
the lake, according to the press release.
 A short time later, the deputy report-
ed he could hear Jones yelling for help. 
At approximately 3:03 a.m. the Western 
Taney County Fire Water Rescue Unit 
and the Taney County Ambulance Dis-
trict were called to the scene. The deputy 
did go down the embankment to the lake 
to where he was able to last see Jones, 
but was unable to locate him, stated the 
press release.

Silver Dollar City invests $30 million 
into park offerings for 60th anniversary

See CHOICES on Page 7A

Singer/song-
writer Billy 
Yates an-
nounced the 
Billy Yates’ 
Choices Con-
cert Hall will 
open later this 
year in the 
spot formerly 
occupied by 
Planet Bran-
son/Guitars & 
Cadillacs.

JoshuaClark•jclark@bransontrilakesnews.com

See DROWN on Page 3A

Forsyth schools 
kick off new 

back-to-school 
tradition

See FORSYTH Page 2A

Tuesday morning, Silver Dollar City unveiled plans 
for its new attraction, Mystic River Falls, which is set 
to open next season.

courtesy of Silver Dollar City
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