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 Big Air Branson takes flight
 Thursday night, Sept. 5, saw dozens of  folks line 
up for a special sneak preview of Branson’s newest at-
traction, the Big Air Trampoline Park, which officially 
opened for business Sept. 7.
 “This place is pretty awesome,” said Tommy 
Maschke, who was all smiles after he attempted to 
cross the balance beam, one of several dozen activi-
ties there are to see and do at Big Air Branson.
 Located at the venue formerly known as the Branson 
Mill, Big Air Trampoline Park Branson features more 
than 57 attractions, including dodge ball, the mechan-
ical bull, the battle beam, a Ninja Warrior Course and 
more. 
 “When I saw the blueprints for this place, I was just 
staggered at what we were doing here versus all the 
other parks we’ve built,” said Big Air Trampoline’s Di-
rector of Marketing Dorothy Ferguson.

 Forsyth graduate returns to open vet clinic
A graduate of Forsyth High School has returned back 
home to open a new veterinary clinic.
 On Sept. 3, Stephen Holland, DVM, and his fian-
cée, Marin Harmon, DVM, held a soft opening of 
their Taney County Veterinary Service Clinic in For-
syth. 
 Holland and Harmon met while attending Drury 

University in Springfield. Holland, who graduated 
from Forsyth in 2009, achieved his undergraduate 
degree in 2013. Harmon, originally from Fordland, 
graduated a semester later. Holland and Harmon 
both went on to attend the University of Missouri 
Veterinary School.
 After graduating from MU in 2017, Holland be-
gan working in California, Missouri at a mixed an-
imal practice before returning to his hometown last 
Christmas. At that time Holland began doing home 
and farm calls for strictly large animals out of the 
back of his truck, while also working part time at the 
Kirbyville Veterinary Clinic. 
 When Harmon graduated in May of this year, the 
engaged duo began to work together in June to treat 
any animals they could out of the truck, while also 
looking for office space for an actual clinic.
 “We do farm calls and still do house calls, but it’s 
a lot easier to do small animal stuff here, because we 
have more diagnostics and things to play with here 
to try and figure out what’s going on,” said Holland. 
“Our original idea was to have a clinic on the edge 
of town, because we would like for the ability for 
people to bring us large animals. We don’t have that 
here. 
 “So I think our first couple of years here, it’s going 
to be just testing the waters to see if we want to stay 
in this building long term or if we find something 

more on the edge of town that will work better for 
our whole practice and what we want to do.” 

 Record brown trout, for the second time, from 
Taneycomo
 The Missouri Department of Conservation con-
firmed that Bill Babler of Blue Eye is the new state-re-
cord holder for brown trout using a pole-and-line af-
ter hooking a 40-pound, 6-ounce brown trout at Lake 
Taneycomo on Sept. 4.
 MDC staff used a certified scale in Branson to verify 
Babler’s record-breaking catch.
 Shane Bush, fisheries management biologist, con-
firmed the brown trout was 8 or 9 years old.
 The previous record was set earlier this year, also 
on Lake Taneycomo. On Feb. 23, Paul Crews of Neo-
sho caught a 34-pound, 10-ounce brown trout using a 
pole-and-line.

 Royal Oak Charcoal employee rescued after be-
ing trapped in auger
 A man trapped in a charcoal auger was successful-
ly rescued Thursday morning, Sept. 5, by members of 
both the Western Taney County and Branson Fire de-
partments.
 Western Taney County Fire Chief Chris Berndt said 
at approximately 4:45 a.m. his crews were dispatched 
on report of a man stuck in an auger at the Royal Oak 
Charcoal Plant in Branson. 
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Loaves and Fishes 2020
Annual meal program offers residents two hot meals a week

 From now until the end of February, 
Branson area residents in need of a 
free hot meal will have access to two 
a week thanks to the continued com-
bined efforts of area churches, organi-
zations, businesses and The Salvation 
Army. 
 Every Monday and Wednesday night, 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., area residents 

are invited to attend the 2020 Loaves 
and Fishes. The annual meal program, 
which began this year on Jan. 8, has 
been taking place in Branson now for 
several years in order to give area resi-
dents some good food and welcoming 
company, according to Loaves and 
Fishes Coordinator Jim Lawson.
 “This started out many, many years 

ago, because Branson in the winter 
time, in the months of January and Feb-
ruary, pretty much the shows would 
shut down and the town would shut 
down for a while,” said Lawson. “Over 
a period of time that has changed and 
we are more of a year-round communi-
ty. There are still some people who are 
laid off.”

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Shanel Bodden 
with Kids Across 
America, middle 
right, serves as a 
volunteer at the 
first Loaves and 
Fishes of 2019.
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Billy Gail’s to reopen under new ownership

 A local favorite, Billy Gail’s Cafe, is reopening soon.
 “We at Flat Creek Restaurants are very excited to an-
nounce that Billy Gail’s will reopen with all of your fa-
vorite menu items,” according to a press release from Flat 
Creek Restaurants. “We are proud to continue the tradition 
of this fine restaurant. 
 “When we reopen Billy Gail’s, you will find an improved 
and expanded parking lot, and for your convenience we 
will accept credit cards.”
 The owners of Flat Creek Restaurants are the official new 
owners of Billy Gail’s. Flat Creek Restaurants are located in 
Cape Fair and Republic.
 “You will be welcomed by the staff and fine food that 
Billy Gail’s has been known for since 1995. We will be 
adding some Flat Creek favorites like our catfish and are 
super excited about two new items, one pound apple cin-

namon roll and Monte Cristo sandwich.”
 This reopening follows the passing of Elizabeth Gail 
Blong on Dec. 14, 2019, “the very heart of Billy Gail’s 
Cafe.”
 Blong officially retired in 2017 after turning 80, and sold 
the business to her oldest daughter and son-in-law, Don-
na and Joe Funk, according to Branson Tri-Lakes News ar-
chives. 
 Blong and her husband Billy owned Billy Gail’s Cafe for 
21 years after opening in 1995 down Indian Point Road 
where Billy was a cook and Blong was a waitress.
 The cafe has been at its current location off Missouri 265 
since 1996.
 “We’re going to preserve what they’ve done, it’s real-
ly important,” said Flat Creek partner and co owner Alan 
Kram.

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com
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New car wash 

coming to Branson

 In just a few months, the wooded lot 
on Missouri 248, next door to Culver’s in 
Branson, will become the home of Bran-
son Wash Company.
 Last year, Branson Wash Company 
Co-owner Trey Pelz sold his business 
Clear Entertainment Marketing. Pelz said 
that before he ever sold Clear, he had al-
ready been working on his next business 
idea. While at the time, Pelz said he was 
unsure of what he wanted that business 
to be, he knew he wanted to build a 
brand from the ground up.
 “I want to control the customer service. 
I want to control how we make people 
feel. I want to control the product. I want 
to make sure that we can deliver a prod-
uct that is far superior than anything any-
one can do. Then I also want to deliver 
a brand that is unmatched,” said Pelz. 
“One caveat is, we’re not leaving Bran-
son. We love this community. So I start-
ed thinking around about it and praying 
about it and I started looking around and 
was having a hard time at first finding 
what it was going to be.”
 Pelz said a clearer business picture be-
gan to form a couple years ago while on 
an annual duck hunting trip in Arkansas 
with a group of men from his church.
 “On the way back, my truck is just 
trashed. Full of mud. It is nasty,” Pelz 
said. “There’s a really nice car wash in 
Conway, Arkansas that I always stop by. 
Two years ago we stop in there and one 
of my friends that went … was in the 
back seat and he says, ‘Hey Trey, why 
don’t you open a car wash?’   
 Pelz said that during last year’s hunting 
trip, they returned to the same car wash, 
and that’s when his now silent partner, 
who was also on the trip, once again 
suggested that Pelz build a car wash. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com
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