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Forest Park Estates! Leisure Living community, 
2 Level, 2BR/2BA. OPEN Kitchen, dining & living. 
Beautiful wood tongue & groove ceiling. Treasure Lake 
Membership available. 147 Hill Dr  MLS #60136982  
$136,250

Saturday, February 1st
2:00pm – 4:00pm
147 Hill Drive, Branson

Directions:   Shep of Hills Expwy 
at intersection of Roark Valley 
dr, go WEST on Roark Valley 

Dr, then make quick right onto 
Expressway Lane. Pass the 
Charcoal plant then left onto 
Royal Drive, follow around to 

the park entrance, turn right on 
Starview Dr, then left on 

Rocky Mountain Rd, 
Then right onto Hill Dr. 

2BR/2BA warm touches & comfortable living 
space makes you feel right at home. Dining & 
Kitchen area with an abundance of cabinets. 
Partially Fenced yard.
16 Temple Lane, Branson West 
MLS 60149592 $87,000

Home on Private Setting

Charming Pointe Royale Golf Front Home  Relaxing 
Courtyard entry to this beautiful custom built cedar & 
brick 3BR / 3BA home located on the 15th fairway. 
Desirable open floor plan, spacious kitchen, living & 
dining. Large wrap-around deck & sunroom. Plus 3 car 
garage.  MLS 60153931 $268,700

Saturday, February 1st
11:00am – 1:00pm

104 Royale Circle, Branson

Directions: State Hwy 165 

south of Hwy 76 to 

Pointe Royale entrance. 

Very first home past entry 

gate. (Turn onto Royale 

Circle just inside gate and 

home is first on right)

OPEN HOUSES TODAY

Town Hall meetings announced

 Over the next two months, Taney 
County elected officials will work 
to educate county residents on 
the purpose of a proposed Taney 
County Law Enforcement Sales 
Tax and how the funds generated 
from that tax will impact county 
services, through a series of four 
town hall style meetings
 The county’s current law en-
forcement sales tax of one-eighths 
of one percent was passed in No-
vember 2005 and will sunset on 
Dec. 31, 2022. On Tuesday, April 
7, county residents will be asked to 

vote on whether the county shall 
repeal the current sales tax and 
impose a new sales tax increase of 
three-eighths of one percent, for a 
period of 15 years. 
 Town hall meetings will be held 
on Monday, Feb. 17 at 6 p.m. at 
the Forsyth High School Perform-
ing Arts Center in Forsyth; on Tues-
day, Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. at the Pointe 
Royale Clubhouse in Branson; on 
Thursday, March 12 at 6 p.m. at 
the OTC Table Rock Campus in 
Hollister; and Monday, March 16 
at 6 p.m. at the Kirbyville Middle 

School in Kirbyville.
 At these meetings, county offi-
cials will explain how the money 
brought in by this proposed sales 
tax will be used to support capi-
tal improvements, equipment and 
operations of the sheriff’s depart-
ment, jail, prosecuting attorney’s 
office and juvenile office. Taney 
County Sheriff Jimmie Russell ex-
plained that with an ever increas-
ing jail population, a new housing 
units for the jail will need to be 
constructed in the near future. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Ordinance regarding tobacco age postponed
By Madison Bryan

mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 An ordinance regarding people under 
21 years of age being prohibited from 
purchasing tobacco products was post-
poned at Tuesday’s Branson Board of 

Aldermen meeting.
 The proposed ordinance would 
amend Chapter 58 of the  Branson Mu-
nicipal Code pertaining to persons un-

der 21 years of age by prohibiting them 
from the purchase of tobacco products 
and prohibiting the sale of tobacco 
products to persons under 21 years old.

 Although this ordinance would mir-
ror a federal law passed Dec. 20, 2019, 
there are some stricter guidelines at-
tached to it.

 The Branson/Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce’s 
outgoing and incoming presidents both talked about a 
unified community last week.
 2019 Chamber Board Chairman Craig Wescott and 
2020 Chairman Tim Scott both talked during the cham-
ber’s annual Black Tie Gala Feb. 7 about a unified vi-
sion for the future of the Branson Tri-Lakes area.
 It seems we can continually improve on working to-
gether, having each other’s backs and believing each 
other,” said Wescott, who was recognized during the 
event held at Chateau on the Lake for his service to the 
chamber. We have government, the taxing districts, the 
chamber, CVB, schools, health care, individual busi-
nesses, nonprofit organizations, community groups, 
and more. 

By Cliff Sain
csain@bransontrilakesnews.com

By Joshua Clark
jclark@bransontrilakesnews.com

After announcing the 
Black Oak Amphitheater 
in Lampe would return 
for the 2020 season last 
year, new ownership re-
cently unveiled country 
hitmaker Justin Moore, 
along with special guest 
Tyler Farr, will headline 
the venue’s first show in 
nearly seven years, set for 
May 30.

The new owner, John 
M. Stauffer II, is a Bran-
son native and has owned 
several other businesses 
in this area, including in-
surance agencies, a con-
struction company and 
other real estate develop-

ment.
 “Being from here, I 
hope everyone is as ex-
cited about this venue 
coming back as I am,” 
he said. “It’s our thought 
and hope this will be a 
great venue to have back 
in the Ozarks. I have very 
strong roots in this area, 
and a passion as an en-
trepreneur to have suc-
cessful businesses in this 
area, as well as being 
involved in this commu-
nity, and I’m really hop-
ing this business will be 
another way to give back 
to the community.”

Officials discuss law 
enforcement sales tax

See TAX Page 3A

The Black Oak Amphitheater, seen here in 2011 for a ZZ 
Top show, is set to reopen under new ownership May 30 
with a show featuring Justin Moore and Tyler Farr.

file photo  •  bransontrilakesnews.com

Black Oak Mountain 
Amphitheater to 
reopen May 30

See AMP on Page 6A

Chamber leaders 
tout a unified 
community

See CHAMBER on Page 6A

See TOBACCO on Page 7A

 A total of 40 Western Taney 
County firefighters responded to 
a structure fire the evening of Feb. 
13 at the Snapp-Bearden Funeral 
Home near Branson. 
 At approximately 9:40 p.m. fire 
crews were dispatched to the 1600 
Block of East Highway 76 for a re-

ported commercial structure fire. 
Western Taney County Assistant 
Fire Chief James Lannan said ini-
tial reports from dispatch were that 
several vehicles and the building 
were well involved with fire. 
 “Upon arrival, the first engine 
company also reported the same 

thing and that the fire was well 
into the attic structure. Crews were 
able to utilize the deck gun on our 
fire engine … to push the fire back 
a little bit, while additional crews 
were pulling hose lines and trying 
to gain access to the building,” 
said Lannan. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

At 9 p.m. on Feb. 13, crews with the Western Taney County Fire Protection District were dispatched to the scene of 
a residential structure fire at Snapp-Bearden Funeral Home near Branson. Crews were on scene until around 3 a.m.  

Tim Church • tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Funeral home deemed ‘total
loss’ in Thursday night fire

See FIRE on Page 2A
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