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 A Hollister man appears to have drowned in a pond early 
Sunday morning while fleeing police in Branson.
 The deceased was identified on Monday as Lyman Bryce 
Gardner Jr., 31, of Hollister. Taney County Coroner Tony Mul-
len announced the identification in an email. He also stated 
in the email that the cause of death appears to be drowning 
but that an autopsy will be performed Thursday.
 According to a Branson Police Department statement, is-
sued on social media on Sunday before Gardner had been 
named, police had responded to the area of Fall Creek and 
Willow Bend roads at about 1 a.m. Sunday on a call of a car 
prowler.  According to the statement, officers managed to find 
a man with evidence of a crime, but he fled from police.

By Cliff Sain
csain@bransontrilakesnews.com

 Hollister High School has taken the initiative to 
teach their students about the history of 9/11.
 On Monday, Hollister high school took their 
weekly Pride Time to share a timeline of events 
leading up to the Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks, 
show a video and hear personal stories from the 
staff about what they were doing when they found 
out the news.
 With a majority of their students not even alive 
at the time of 9/11, it was a lesson Hollister High 
School officials felt students needed the chance to 
truly understand.
 “My hope is that it creates a greater awareness, 
that it’s not just a page in a textbook of an event 

that happened but that it brings that page to life for 
them and so they have just a deeper more mean-
ingful understanding of that day, what it meant to 
our country and they can then do a better job of 
honoring all the people that lost their lives on that 
day,” said Mary Pierce, Hollister High School tech-
brarian. “(Students) don’t get it so you have to help 
them get it and I hope this helped them get it, so 
that’s the hope.”
 According to Pierce, this is the first time this pro-
gram has been implemented and the hope is to 
continue it for years to come in order to keep the 
memory of the people who lost their lives on this 
tragic day alive.

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

Hollister Techbrarian Mary Pierce talks to the student body about 
the importance of 9/11.
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Chamber awarded grant for economic development study

 The Table Rock Lake Chamber of 
Commerce is taking the next step to-
wards the formation of an economic 
development plan thanks to a recently 
awarded $12,000 grant.
 On June 13, the Table Rock Lake 
Chamber of Commerce and Missouri 
District 138 Rep. Brad Hudson hosted 
the inaugural Stone County Economic 
Development Summit in Reeds Spring. 
Immediately following the summit, Ta-
ble Rock Lake Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Sheila Thomas said 
she was approached by Southwest Mis-
souri Council of Governments Exec-
utive Director Jason Ray about a grant 
that could help fund some economic 
development research. 
 Thomas explained they had to work 
fast because she learned about the grant 

on a Thursday and the deadline to apply 
was on the following Monday.
 “If you’ve ever been involved in grant 
writing, you don’t write a grant in four 
days,” Thomas said. “(Ray) said, ‘Let’s 
try it.’ The money needed to come 
through SMCOG, so he prepared the 
application. We reviewed it and that 
Monday we shipped it off. We really 
didn’t know what to expect, because we 
had put it together so quickly, but we 
were awarded $12,000 as part of this 
grant process.”
 Thomas said with this grant, the cham-
ber will be able to fund the research 
needed to form an economic develop-
ment plan. She added that not only did 
SMCOG help them apply for the grant, 
but they’ll also be the ones conducting 
the research.

 “We know that gathering data and 
somewhat of the preliminary analyzing 
of that data is the first step in develop-
ing any kind of economic development 

strategy, because we can not develop a 
solid strategy without solid data,” said 
Thomas. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Table Rock Lake Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Sheila Thomas addressing 
local business, community and organization leaders at the Stone County Economic De-
velopment Summit on Jun 13 in Reeds Spring.
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 Veterans of Foreign Wars 
members have announced 
the commencement of a 
year long statewide veteran 
homelessness outreach cam-
paign starting in Branson on 
Saturday, Sept. 28.
 According to a press re-
lease from the VFW, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, the 
VFW and its supporters will 
be at Bass Pro Shops at Bran-
son Landing; Ace Hardware 
at 190 Cross Creek Blvd.; 
Veterans Memorial Museum 

at 1250 W 76 Country Blvd.; 
Sprint Store at 1077 Branson 
Hills Pkwy., Ste I; and Price 
Chopper at 2210 76 Country 
Blvd.
 They will be informing the 
community about what they 
are about, youth scholar-
ships, helping veterans need-
ing help filing a VA claim 
free of charge, community 
outreach and assistance and 
the homeless veteran com-
munity.

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 In celebration of Heroes 
Month (September) Silver Dol-
lar City invited Wentzville Fire 
Protection District Captain Tom-
my Shine to share his story with 
park guests on Sept. 7, of how 
a 2015 water rescue forever 
changed his life and his faith. 
 On Jan. 14, 2015, Shine and 
his fire crews were called to Lake 
Sainte Louise on report of three 
boys who had fallen through the 
ice on what he describes as an 
unseasonably warm day. While 
two of the boys had escaped the 
icy waters with assistance from 
officers with the Lake St. Louis 
Police Department, John Smith, 
14, was still unaccounted for.
 Shine said when he arrived, 
Smith had been under the wa-
ter 8-10 minutes. Shine got into 
the water in a mustang suit (a 
survival flotation suit), with a 
12-foot pipe pole, to begin the 
search for Smith.
 “So for a while I started pok-
ing and prodding and I noticed 
something with my pipe pole,” 
said Shine. 

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

Wentzville Fire Protection District Captain Tommy Shine recounts the story of 
his rescue of John Smith and the miraculous events that followed.
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Hollister High School uses 
Pride Time to remember 9/11

Veteran homelessness 
outreach campaign begins

FIREFIGHTER SHARES RESCUE STORY
Tale served as inspiration for book, movie

See RESCUE Page 2A

See VETERANS Page 8A

Man fleeing police 
drowns in pond

See DROWN Page 8A

See ECONOMIC on Page 8A
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