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Indian Ridge goes viral in TikTok video
 TikTok users are trespassing and using the 
failed Indian Ridge development as the back-
drop in a ‘Missouri Ghost Town’ video. 
 The video which was released on March 
26 by user @carriejernigan1 and quickly 
went viral.
 According to a press release from Stone 
County Sheriff Doug Rader, a recent TikTok 

video went viral about the Indian Ridge de-
velopment, located off MO 76 West near 
Branson West, that went bankrupt (in 2009).
 According to the release, there has been 
a constant flow of people walking down in 
the development over the April 3 weekend, 
which has caused this location to become 
somewhat of a tourist attraction. Rader urged 

people to visit the many tourist attractions in 
Stone County, including Table Rock Lake, in-
stead of trespassing on private property
 “This is private property and you can be 
cited for trespassing,” said the release. “Our 
Deputies are very busy handling calls for ser-
vice and really do not want to write people 
tickets for trespassing. Please do not enter the 
property. Please do not trespass on the prop-
erty.” 
 According to Rader, the one TikToK video 
has brought out a lot of people. 
 “We also have had some ghost hunters out 
there,” said Rader. “We have talked to a lot of 
people and told them they can’t be in there. It 
is private property. That is the big thing, you 
don’t want someone coming to your house 
and tromping around on your property. It is a 
liability with all the buildings, they aren’t in 
good shape, someone could fall and could 
get hurt.”
 According to Branson Tri-Lakes News ar-
chives, under developer Jim Shirato and 
Donald Snider with North Shore Develop-
ments, the resort began with the ground-
breaking in June of 2007.
 According to Branson Tri-Lakes News ar-
chives, construction on the 1,000 acre, the 
$1.6 million dollar project came to a halt in 
2009 when the bank that financed the proj-
ect was taken over by the FDIC. The devel-
opers were unable to get the FDIC to contin-
ue funding on the project and began looking 
for other funding. 

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

‘Report-A-Road’
New Branson tool created to help keep city beautiful

 The city of Branson is offering another tool to help 
keep the city beautiful.
 ‘Report-A-Road’, according to a press release from 
the city of Branson, will allow community members 
to report potholes, litter, needed street repairs or even 
mowing concerns with a simple click of a button.

 “This is just another tool to help us monitor our 
roads and road conditions. Whether it be mowing; 
potholes; signal out, non-functioning; or a dead ani-
mal so to speak,” said Keith Francis, city of Branson’s 
public works/engineering director. 

By Madison Bryan
mbryan@bransontrilakesnews.com

 Do you love to write or create art? If you do, then the 
State of the Ozarks has a yearly event that could help 
showcase your artistic abilities in a fun and uniquely 
collaborative way.
 SOTO announced it is currently accepting applica-
tions, now through April 15, for their annual Writers 
Artist Night event that will take place June 19 at the 
Chad A. Fuqua park in Hollister. The event pairs writ-
ers with artists, who create art pieces inspired by the 
written word. 
  “This event is our longest running event,” said Hes-
ton. “It allows the opportunity for people to express 
their artistic creativity in collaboration with other art-
ists in the area.”

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

State of the Ozarks Editor-in-Chief Josh Heston showcasing a piece of artwork sub-
mitted for the Writers Artists Night in 2018.

Courtesy of State of the Ozarks  photographer Josh Ong

 The 2021 municu-
pal elections were held 
Tuesday, April 6. 
 For full election re-
sults and coverage, vis-
it bransontrilakesnews.
com, or grab a copy of 
Branson This Week, free 
on newsstands Wednes-
day afternoon.

Municipal 
Election Results

See ROAD on Page 2A

The failed Indian Ridge development has remained in a unfinished state since 2009. 
Branson Tri-Lakes News file photo  

See VIRAL on Page 8A

State of the Ozarks 
event in search of 

writers, artists

See EVENT on Page 2A
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