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 Branson Tri-Lakes 
News is partnering with 
the Community Blood 
Center of the Ozarks to 
host a blood drive at its 
main office in Hollister 
on Wednesday, July 28.
 This blood drive 
comes at a time where 
reserves for all blood 
types in the Tri-Lakes 
area are currently sit-
ting at less than optimal 
levels. CBCO Media Re-
lations Representative 
Chris Pilgrim said the 
organization is being 
challenged this summer 
to provide enough blood 
donations for patients at 
area hospitals.
 “Community Blood 
Center of the Ozarks are 
the exclusive providers 
of blood to patients at 
Cox Health Branson, as 
well as dozens of oth-
er hospitals across the 
region. We have, since 
the COVID pandemic 
hit, been kind of living 
hand-to-mouth in terms 
of blood donations,” 
Pilgrim said. “We have 
seen a pretty substantial 
downturn in donations. 
We’ve lost since the 
COVID pandemic start-
ed well over 350 blood 
drives, affecting about 
12,000 blood donations. 
We’ve just been treading 
water.”
 Branson Tri-Lakes 
News General Manag-
er Mandy Farrow said 
she is proud to have the 
newspaper teaming-up 

with the CBCO for this 
blood drive, especially 
at a time when the need 
for donations is so high. 
 “We are extremely 
excited to welcome the 
community into our of-
fice here at the Branson 
Tri-Lakes News for this 
inaugural CBCO blood 
drive,” Farrow said. “For 
more than 100 years this 
newspaper has been 
devoted to serving the 
community. We’re hop-
ing our community will 
now come join us and 
help save lives by mak-
ing a blood donation.” 
 Pilgrim added CBCO 
is facing hospital usage 
that is much higher than 
normal. 
 “We haven’t seen 

hospital usage for trans-
fusion rates of blood at 
our area hospitals at this 
quick rate for about five 
years. Demand is up. 
Supplies are still chal-
lenged, so we’re asking 
people that can still do-
nate and are eligible to 
donate, even first time 
donors, to come out 
and give it a try,” Pil-
grim said. “We’re at less 
than a one-day supply of 
many of our blood types 
and that continues to be 
the case, so community 
events like the one that’s 
coming up on Wednes-
day the 28th provide us 
with the opportunity to 
get the message out that 
blood is needed.”      

Three year old drowns in 
Table Rock Lake

 A child drowned at a swimming area in Stone County this weekend. 
 According to a Missouri State Highway Patrol incident report, an unnamed 
3-year-old male, of Nixa, was left unattended and went into the water at the Mill 
Creek Park Swimming Area on Table Rock Lake at 8:55 p.m. on Sunday, July 18. 
 The child was later found floating in the water and was flown to Cox Medical 
Center Branson. He was pronounced dead at 10:07 p.m. by Dr. Lane Garner, ac-
cording to the report. 
 No further information has been released at this time.

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

All attendees who make a donation at the blood drive 
on July 28 will receive a free ‘Make S’more Memories’ 
t-shirt.

Courtesy of CBCO

Branson Tri-Lakes News to 
host CBCO blood drive

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

See HOST on Page 2A

Stone Co. woman 
sentenced to 21 

years in 2019
murder case

 A Stone County woman has plead guilty and been 
sentenced on charges from 2019, when she was ini-
tially charged with domestic assault, abuse of elderly, 
arson and murder.
 Elizabeth Horn, 31, of Reeds Spring, was sentenced 
to 21 years for second-degree murder and seven years 
for 1st Degree property damage in the Jasper County 
Circuit Court in Joplin on Wednesday, July 7. Horn’s 
sentences are to run concurrently. 
 According to Branson Tri-Lakes News archives, 
on Nov. 16, 2019, Stone County deputies were dis-
patched to a residence on Missouri State Highway 
OO for an ex parte violation. As the deputies were en 
route, they were advised the suspect had set fire to the 
home. 
 Southern Stone County Fire Public Information Of-
ficer Eric Nielsen said the house fire on OO Highway 
was called in by a passerby who also said there was 
a female on scene acting suspicious. The occupant 
was not home at the time of the fire, according to the 
archives. 
 According to a probable cause statement from Sept. 
26, 2019, just weeks before the fire, a Stone County 
deputy was dispatched to the same home as the fire 
about an assault and violation of an ex parte. The res-
ident told the deputy Horn pushed the door open and 
attacked him by striking him repeatedly with a closed 
fist to his upper body and head, which left a 2-inch 
cut on his right arm, a small cut on his forehead and a 
cut near his left ear.

By AJ Meakins
ajmeakins@bransontrilakesnews.com

Elizabeth Horn 
was sentenced 
on July 7 for 
the murder of 
7 4 - y e a r - o l d 
Walter Scott.

Branson Tri-Lakes 
News File Photo

See MURDER on Page 2A

COVID spike challenging Cox Branson staff

 CoxHealth released pictures and stories 
from inside the health care system’s main 
COVID-19 unit in Springfield, where staff 
were sharing stories of struggle, stress, and 
attempting to maintain a positive attitude de-
spite being surrounded by critical illness and 
death.
 Many of the nurses spoke about being “ex-
hausted, overwhelmed, and overworked” 
and that many have sought counseling to 
deal with the trauma they’ve seen on a daily 
basis.
 A member of Cox Medical Center Branson 
says the staff at their facility is going through 
many of the same  situations, despite a small-
er COVID unit.  
 Cox Medical Center Branson Director of 
Nursing Adene Smith told Branson Tri-Lakes 
News that her staff is dealing with many of 
the same issues, but also the added stress 
from having to send patients to other states 

because of the lack of available space.
 Branson Tri-Lakes News: What is the cur-
rent state of the COVID-19 unit at Cox Med-
ical Center Branson?
 Adene Smith: Our unit here in Branson 
holds six patients in our critical care unit.  
That unit has been full for over a month now.  
We had a little bit of a downtime, I want to 
say around April, when we thought we were 
going to get ahead of this.  Once the masking 
mandates were lifted we saw a resurgence 
and it was very quick. 
 We saw patients come in and it’s been very 
busy.  We are, as you are aware, a tourist 
community.  So on top of our already busy 
time of the year, which is the summer time, 
for our emergency department, we have 
COVID cases coming in.
 With our full unit we have to send some 
of our patients to other locations.  So if Cox 
South can’t take them, we have to look 

for hospitals who can take them.
BTLN: How far away have you had to send 
patients?
AS: Arkansas, Oklahoma, anywhere that has 
a bed in the United States, honestly.  Cox 
South is always our first call.  If they can’t 
take them there because they are extremely 
full, we work to find the next closest location 
that can take them.
BTLN: Are the patients you’re treating vac-
cinated?
AS: No, they were not.
BTLN: All of them?
AS: I would say 97 percent of them are not 
vaccinated.
BTLN:  Cox South released photos and sto-
ries from inside your health system’s main 
COVID-19 unit and it’s shown the pressure 
and stress on staff.  How is the current situ-
ation impacting your staff at Cox Branson?

By Jason Wert
jwert@bransontrilakesnews.com
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