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CLEAR THE DRAINS: 
Pennsylvania American 
Water is asking custom-
ers to forget about the 
“Grinch” and “Cousin 
Eddie” this holiday 
season and remember 
that fats, oils and grease 
(FOG) can be the real 
party crashers at your 
celebrations through a 
new animated video. 
This festive trio, complete 
with their holiday flair 
and ugly sweaters, are up 
to no good at a holiday 
party until the hosts learn 
how to properly dispose 
of them.

“The animation is a 
novel and fun way of 
drawing attention to 
FOG and its impacts in 
the home and on sewer 
systems, plus the adverse 
effects it can have on the 
environment if the over-
flow enters our rivers, 
lakes, and streams,” said 
Pennsylvania American 
Water President Mike 
Doran. “We encourage 
our customers to keep 
these uninvited guests 
away from their homes 
this holiday season with 
directions on how to 
properly dispose of FOG.”

The animated video is 
approximately one min-
ute and 20-seconds and 
was inspired by holiday 
cartoons to highlight the 
simple steps that custom-
ers can take to defend 
their drains against FOG. 
Watch the video on the 
company’s YouTube 
channel here: https://
youtu.be/jq_h5oMcZFY.

Doran added, “This 
has been a challenging 
year for everyone. We’re 
using humor and relatable 
moments to encourage 
customers to prevent 
inconveniences in the 
home and the environ-
ment associated with 
the improper disposal of 
FOG.”

———
BRADFORD PHOTO: 

Earlier this year, we 
reported that a photo 
taken in Bradford 
Walmart made it into the 
NY Times. Since then, the 
photo has been seen more 
than once. Most recently, 
the photo was found in 
People Magazine by a 
relative of Bradford resi-
dent Katie Pehonsky, who 
shared the screenshot.

The photo is below.
As of now, we at the 

newsroom have not put a 
name to the faces in this 
photo. They, along with 
Bradford, are definitely 
getting 15 minutes of 
fame for this photo.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Pennsylvania’s lawmakers 
said Monday’s COVID-19 
relief package is a good step 
toward helping the American 
people, but none of them were 
unilaterally thrilled with the 
legislation.

U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., 
said it contained too much 
wasteful spending, while U.S. 
Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., and 
Gov. Tom Wolf said it didn’t 
go far enough.

In a statement released 
late Monday, Toomey said he 
voted in favor of the bill.

“For the fourth time this 
year, Congress has passed 
major spending legislation to 
help the American people cope 
with the economic and public 

health fallout of the COVID-19 
pandemic. While there is much 
in this bill that I disagree with, 
including wasteful govern-
ment spending and misguided 
policies that will dampen the 
recovery, the good it does out-
weighs the bad,” the senator 
said.

He outlined some of the 
positives he saw in the mea-
sure.

“I am glad that Congress is 
extending unemployment eli-
gibility for the self-employed 
and gig workers; reauthoriz-
ing the Paycheck Protection 
Program to help small busi-
nesses hurt by government 
shutdowns; picking up vir-
tually the entire cost of the 
distribution and administering 

Legislators respond 
to COVID-19 
relief package

Era photo by 
Barb Close

The Ron 
Shoup fam-
ily in Duke 
Center won 
the award for 
“best holiday 
showcase” in 
the holiday 
light contest 
held Monday 
night in that 
community.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The Bradford Area 
Lions Club has been 
finding ways to serve the 
community, despite the 
pandemic.

And this Christmas 
season, members have 
made a point of con-
tinuing those efforts. 
President Olivia Mascho 
and Vice President 
Theresa Pfeil described 
the club’s recent efforts to 
The Era.

For one, the organi-
zation gave out nearly 
40 dozen cookies over 
the weekend to essential 
workers all over the area. 
Cookies went to groups 
including hospital staff, 
local nursing homes, 
firefighters, police, conve-
nience store workers — 
“everyone we could think 
of who had to work on 
Christmas Day.”

Recent community 
support by the Lions also 
included giving mon-
etary donations to the 
Salvation Army and  

Destination-Bradford. 
They donated plastic 
bags and brooms to the 
McKean County SPCA, 
too.

These efforts were in 
addition to a whole year 
of opening their hearts to 
the community.

Back in March, they 
started a COVID-19 food 
drive. Among the recip-
ients of the drive were 
the Friendship Table and 
Destinations, and 64 bags 
of food went to Meals on 
Wheels.

In June, the club gave 
awards and monetary 
donations to students 
entering the military.

The Lions have still 
been accepting applica-
tions this year for help 
with getting eyeglasses 
and hearing aids, and 
they have been able to 
help 15 families this year.

Mascho and Pfeil 
explained the Lions had 
to switch gears this year 
due to the risk of COVID-
19.

Bradford Lions serving 
community this Christmas

Photo submitted

Local medical professionals were among the recipients of Christmas cookies 
from the Bradford Area Lions Club. Lions ...  page A-10
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Tuesday’s regular meeting 
of the Bradford City Council 
handled various housekeeping 
matters prior to the end of the 
calendar year.

During the meeting’s cor-
respondence segment, a let-
ter written by Jim Connelly 
Jr. thanked Mayor James 
McDonald, City Council mem-
bers and city department heads 
for the 2021 budget and the 
lack of a tax increase. Connelly 
noted that, in his opinion, a 
tax increase due to COVID-19 
was most likely a necessity. 
However, as the council man-
aged to avoid the measure, 
Connelly stated “the new bud-
get for the upcoming year is 
your report card. I expect you 
to exceed expeditions for 2021. 
On a scale of one to 10, with one 
being the best, I give you a score 
of 20. The jobs you all do are 
not easy to do. You can’t make 

everyone happy but no tax 
increase is a welcome Christmas 
present to all you serve.”

McDonald expressed grati-
tude for the kind words, while 
City Councilman Brad Mangel 
noted he as a council member 
is pleased with the outcome of 
2020 and thinks 2021 is “going 
to be an extraordinary year 
for us.” He noted he attributes 
that to the city administrators, 
department heads and city 
employees that sacrificed during 
2020.

No emails with public com-
ment were received prior to 
Tuesday’s meeting.

During old business, council 
approved the second reading 
of both the 2021 budget and 
the 2021 millage ordinance, 
referenced by Connelly in his 
correspondence. There will be 
no millage increase for the city 
for 2021.

In new business, council 

Council handles 
various matters in last 

meeting of 2020
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