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SEAWARD AVENUE: 
Dean Fox reached out to 
the newsroom and shared 
a few more points on 
the history of Seaward 
Avenue.

“Having lived on 
Seaward Ave as a child 
of the 50’ and 60’s, I thor-
oughly enjoyed R.T.S. 
these last few days. I grew 
up just four doors down 
from the Byllye Lanes 
bowling alley. A few 
things I’d like to add to 
‘Era Reader’s’ info are:

— The Keystone 
Station was commonly 
called Tingley’s. We used 
to cash in deposit soda 
bottles there: Small bottles 
2 cents and large bottles 
5 cents. Then we would 
spend our new found 
wealth on Twinkies and 
other treats. A twin pack 
of Twinkies or cupcakes 
cost 12 cents.

— The Pennzoil sta-
tion was often referred 
to as Angelos. That is 
where we would buy 5 
cent popsicles and then 
duck under the bridge 
on Seaward Ave and dip 
our feet in the water as 
we enjoyed the cool tem-
peratures.

— The Wingards 
lived on Clark St., and 
sold xmas trees every 
December.

— Down the street 
from our house, where the 
sewer treatment plant is 
now, was the Stack Dairy 
farm. If you could tolerate 
the heat and dust, it was a 
great place to earn money 
during the haying season. 
And a great place to hike 
and camp. They sold out 
in the early 70’s, selling 
the property to the city of 
Bradford.”

———
DOGUST 1ST: Today 

is the universal birthday 
of shelter dogs, known 
as Dogust First. Visitors 
to shelters nationwide 
know the look you see 
on the face of a pup that 
is hoping you’ll be the 
one to provide its forever 
home. Because these pups 
commonly come into the 
shelter with no informa-
tion on their past, their 
birthdays are unknown. 
Adopters tend to cele-
brate “gotcha” days for 
these dogs - the day they 
were adopted. However, 
for those who want to 
celebrate a birthday, 
Dogust First is a happy 
alternative. North Shore 
Animal League America 
chose this day in 2008 to 
celebrate the birth of all 
shelter pups, a.k.a “mutt-
i-grees.”

Today is also National 
Mustard Day, so slap 
some of the cheerful yel-
low condiment on a hot 
dog or burger in celebra-
tion. 

Howard 
incarcerated on $100,000 bail 

for alleged stabbing
By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Matthew J. Howard, who was want-
ed for allegedly stabbing a man July 24 
on Barbour Street, is in custody.

On Wednesday, Bradford City Police 
sought help from the public to locate 
Howard. The department announced 
late Thursday night that Howard had 
been apprehended.

He was arraigned before District 
Judge Dominic Cercone and commit-
ted to McKean County Jail in lieu of 
$100,000 bail.

Howard is charged with the follow-
ing: aggravated assault-extreme indif-
ference to the value of human life, a 
first-degree felony; aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon, a second-degree 
felony; terroristic threats and possess-
ing an instrument of crime, first-degree 
misdemeanors; simple assault and 
recklessly endangering another person, 
second-degree misdemeanors.

According to the criminal complaint, 
at 7:34 p.m. Aug. 24, the alleged victim 
told police he saw his mother and his 
friend walking along the Barbour Street 
bridge and began walking toward them. 
Howard walked out around them and 
approached him, and the two began to 

argue.
Howard pulled out a knife and told 

the victim if he got any closer he would 
stab him and kill him, the complaint 
alleged. Howard threw a beverage can 
as a distraction, then lunged forward 
and stabbed the man in the neck, the 
criminal complaint stated.

The alleged victim was taken to 
Bradford Regional Medical Center, and 
transferred to Erie County Medical 
Center trauma center for treatment. 
The neck wound was very close to the 
esophagus and artery, the complaint 
stated.

After the arrest, Bradford City Police 
posted on social media a list of entities 
that helped in Howard’s arrest. This 
includes the community members who 
provided and information, along with 
several agencies who assisted with the 
investigation and apprehension.

“Those agencies are the Pennsylvania 
State Police, Bradford Township Police, 
Foster Township Police, the McKean 
County District Attorney’s Office, and 
the McKean County 911 Center. All of 
these agencies and civilians working 
together made this possible,” Bradford 
City police stated.

No attorney is listed for Howard. A 
preliminary hearing is set for Aug. 12.

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

The universal love for 
God will shine through 
at 7 p.m. on Aug. 7, when 
praise and worship band, 
Kingdom Collective, takes 
the stage for the third 
year in a row in Veterans 
Square.

John Kearns, music 
minister for the Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and keyboardist, 
vocalist and bassist for 
Kingdom Collective, said 
the musical ensemble will 
be playing mainly con-
temporary music that’s 
upbeat or meditative 
in nature with prayers 
interlaced in between. He 
explained it’s not just a 
concert one comes to sit 
and listen to — audience 
members are invited 
to sing along and pray 
together.

Kearns noted the music 
group consists of people 
from numerous churches 
within the ministerium 
and not just one denom-
ination. For those who’d 
like to worship, though 
don’t want to do so with 
a specific denomination, 
he said to “leave your 
denomination, bring your 
faith.”

“Essentially, we are all 
God’s children,” Kearns 
explained. “We encourage 

everyone to stop down, 
no matter if they’ve been 
to church last Sunday 
or haven’t been there in 
awhile. It’s usually a fun 
time for all.”

Kingdom Collective is 
the brainchild of a group 
of local music and praise 
ministers who got togeth-
er to find ways to join 
the Bradford community 

together in worship. The 
group consists of mem-
bers from a wide variety 
of denominations playing 
guitar, keyboard and 
drums as well as many 

providing vocals.
In regards to COVID-

19 concerns, Kearns said 
“if you’re masking, please 
bring a mask, though if 

Kingdom Collective worship 
concert slated for Aug. 7 in Vets Square

Photo submitted

Members of the Kingdom Collective worship band perform at a worship concert in Veterans Square.

By FRAN DE LANCEY
delancey401@yahoo.com

SMETHPORT — Today 
marks the 100th anniver-
sary of the Bucktail Post 
#138 Smethport American 
Legion being chartered.

Considering that the 
national American Legion, 
the nation’s largest vet-
erans’ organization, was 
chartered by Congress 
on Sept. 16, 1919, the 
Bucktail Post ranks 
among the earliest local 
posts. In McKean County, 
only Bradford Post #108 
is older.

As recorded in 
“Timeless Home,” the 
official publication of 
Smethport’s sequicenten-
nial celebration in 2003, a 
group of veterans formed 
a committee in 1919 to 
lay the groundwork for 
organizing an American 
Legion post. E. G. Potter 

Bucktail Post #138 Smethport 
American Legion celebrates 100 years

Era photo by Fran De Lancey

Pat Miesowitz, commander of Bucktail Post #138, Smethport American Legion, and Bart Barton, adjutant, 
unfurl the banner that is now hanging across West Main Street and announces the 100th anniversary of the 
post’s charter. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is no formal celebration to recognize this milestone.
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Christopher D. Link, 30, was arrested Friday night 
for allegations he assaulted a woman twice within a 
few days, the second time stabbing her in the abdo-
men.

The Bradford man was arraigned before District 
Judge William Todd on the following charges: two 
counts each of aggravated assault-extreme indifference 
to the value of human life, first-degree felonies; aggra-
vated assault with deadly weapon, second-degree fel-
onies; possessing an instrument of crime, first-degree 
misdemeanors; and three counts of simple assault and 
two counts of recklessly endangering another person, 
second-degree misdemeanors.

Link is in McKean County Jail in lieu of $80,000 
bail.

The criminal complaint states that on July 25, Link 
struck the female victim numerous times in the head, 
face and body, causing serious injury. She had injuries 
to her right eye socket, left ear, jaw, left rib cage and a 
laceration on her left wrist from Link cutting her with 
a knife. The female went to Bradford Regional Medical 
Center for treatment, but did not report the assault to 
police, the complaint stated.

Just before 9 a.m. on July 28, police were called to 
an alleged domestic dispute at the pair’s apartment. 
Police said the pair argued, and the female, afraid of 
being assaulted again, pulled out a pocket knife with 

Link arrested 
Friday night on 

stabbing allegations
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