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Kid’s Halloween 
Party: Planning a 
Halloween party for your 
little ghouls and witches 
this year? Here are some 
fun ideas to turn it into a 
monster of a good time!

-Wrap the mummy: 
Have children pair off 
into twos, letting them 
decide which will be the 
“mummy” and which will 
be the “wrapper.” Give 
each pair a roll of toilet or 
crepe paper and instruct 
the wrappers to wrap 
their partner from head to 
toe, leaving only the eyes, 
mouth and nose clear. The 
first pair to finish success-
fully wins!

-Make the zombie 
laugh: Tell the children 
to lie still on the floor 
like a zombie. Select 
one child to be “it.” “It” 
can make silly faces, tell 
jokes or whatever else 
they can think of to make 
the “zombies” laugh. 
Once a “zombie” laughs, 
they can join in on mak-
ing the rest of the group 
laugh. Whoever lasts the 
longest without laughing 
wins.

-Donut eating race: Tie 
a length of rope between 
two poles or trees. With 
the children standing 
under the rope, tie one 
end a piece of string or 
ribbon to the donut and 
the other end to the rope 
so the donut hangs slight-
ly above mouth level. 
On the count of three, 
without using any hands, 
players try to eat the 
entire donut without it 
falling off the ribbon. The 
first to finish wins.

-Pin the nose on the 
pumpkin: Place a large 
cardboard pumpkin on 
the wall. While taking 
turns, blindfold each 
child and give them 
a black cut-out in the 
shape of a nose with 
double-sided tape on the 
back. Have them walk up 
to the wall and “pin” the 
nose on the pumpkin.

DIY trick-or-treat bag 
station: Provide children 
with paper bags, goo-
gly eyes, markers, pens, 
glue, sparkles, pom-poms 
and whatever else your 
imagination can conjure 
up to decorate delightful 
treat bags. When they are 
done, let them each grab a 
handful of candy to put in 
their bag to take home.

Pumpkin decorating 
station: Provide each 
child with a small pump-
kin and whatever supplies 
you’d like. Some ideas are 
paints and paintbrushes, 
glue, googly eyes, foam 
pieces, construction paper 
and scissors. To avoid 
the mess from paint, use 
stickers instead.
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Federal officials visited Bradford on 
Thursday to listen and to offer advice on 
making the best use of federal programs in 
rural communities.

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Administrator Joe DeFelice and Thomas 
Rossomando, national advocate for man-
ufacturing and technology of the Office 
of Advocacy with the Small Business 
Administration, sat down with Bradford 
City Mayor Tom Riel and Sara Andrews, 
executive director of the Office of Economic 
and Community Development, to discuss 
how their agencies can help.

“I decided to get out and really see the 
region,” DeFelice said, explaining he’s vis-
iting 13 counties in three days. “Secretary 
Carson’s big push is about Opportunity 
Zones.”

He said he wants to expand interagen-
cy cooperation and cooperation with state 
agencies and local partners.

“My goal is to dictate up to Washington 
rather than dictating down. Too often they 
come up with cookie cutter approaches out 
of DC, one-size-fits all policies that don’t 
really work, especially in rural areas,” 
DeFelice said.

In his rural visits, he’s learning a lot 

Federal officials bring 
funding ideas to city officials Thursday
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Sara Andrews of the Office of Economic and Community Development shows photos of 
revitalization projects in Bradford on Thursday to a group of federal officials. From left 
are Bradford Mayor Tom Riel, Elvis Solivan of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; Thomas Rossomando from the Small Business Administration and Joe 
DeFelice, regional administrator of HUD.Bradford ...  page A-10
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Despite the cooling temperatures, 
the work on the Bradford Main Street 
Streetscape project will continue on until the 
weather no longer permits, with some Phase 
I work extending into next year, accord-
ing to Sara Andrews, executive director of 
the Office of Economic and Community 
Development.

“It is now likely some of the work will 
extend into next year — mainly the traffic 
signals, new decorative light poles at the 
Kennedy Street and Congress Street inter-
sections and related concrete work, includ-
ing new overhead traffic signs,” explained 
Andrews. “The pavers, concrete and bollards 
in front of Northwest Bank cannot be  

completed until the new traffic signals and 
light poles are installed, so it is likely that 
this area will not be completed until next 
year.”

With Phase I originally slated to be com-
pleted by mid-October, the current plan is to 
complete painting the light poles and install-
ing the arms, light fixtures and bases this 
year. Other aspects planned for completion 
this year include the installation of bollards 
in front of the Main Street Moviehouse, street 
signs and decorative fencing.

To address concerns on whether there 
will be enough room for a turning lane from 
Main Street to Congress Street at the light 
with the new bump-outs in place, Andrews 
said the city may consider eliminating a 
parking space or two on the north side to 
give more room for the traffic lanes.

“The Congress Street intersection was 
designed to improve pedestrian safety by 
reducing the length of the crossing from one 
side to another and slowing traffic in the 
intersection. The design was approved by 
PennDot as a part of their review of the new 
traffic signals,” she added.

For those who enjoy the festive holiday 
decorations downtown, Andrews said once 
the new trees are installed, they will discuss 
with the city electrician the possibility of 
placing the lights back on the trees for the 
holiday season.

New winter banners have been ordered 
for the light poles, which will also be 
installed on other poles in the Historic 
District that will not be painted this year.

Main Street Streetscape 
project still hot despite fall chill

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

How many syllables are there in 
the word ham? According to Sean 
Dietrich, the answer is two — and us 
Pennsylvania folks talk funny.

Dietrich, based in the Florida 
Panhandle, and the Angela Autumn 
band recorded an episode of the Sean 
of the South podcast at the Main Street 
Movie House Thursday evening as 
part of the Bradford Creative and 
Performing Arts Center’s season.

“It feels a little bit like a foreign 
country,” Dietrich said, explaining he’d 
never been this far north before. He 
went in a store to order a ham and tur-
key sandwich, and the clerk knew he 
was not from Pennsylvania.

And he learned that addressing a 
group of folks is not “y’all,” but “yinz” 
or “you’z,” he told the crowd.

The first half of the show was most-
ly musical, with original songs from 
Autumn and her band, which includes 
Kane native Trish Imbrogno on the 
upright bass.

Dietrich would talk to the audience 
a bit between songs, and read some fan 
letters with Andy Dutko accompanying 
him on piano. One letter, from Jared in 
Towanda, Pa., was welcoming Dietrich 
to record his 100th podcast in Bradford. 
The writer gave him touristy tips, tell-
ing him to visit the Kinzua Bridge while 
he was here.

After several songs, Dietrich told the 
audience “Now we get to the part of 
the show that we refer to as the boring 
part.”

And he started to tell a story, paint-
ing a picture of a Southern Baptist 
gathering at his church so well that one 

‘Sean of the South’ a hit in the north
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Sean of the South reads letters from his listeners during a live recording of his podcast 
Thursday at the Main Street Movie House. BCPAC ...  page A-10
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