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BUTTER 
SCULPTURES: 
The Department of 
Agriculture announced 
a new opportunity for 
Pennsylvanians to bring 
the Pennsylvania Farm 
Show into their homes 
— by inviting them to 
craft their own butter 
sculpture creations and 
enter them into the Butter 
Up! Contest for a chance 
to win one of a variety of 
gift cards from members 
of the Pennsylvania Food 
Merchants Association 
(PFMA).

The contest will be 
open for submissions 
from Jan. 9 through Jan. 
16, 2021 at 8 p.m. The 
guidelines include:

— Individuals can use 
up to 5 pounds of butter;

— Are allowed to use 
chicken wire, sculpting 
wire, and a base to sup-
port the design;

— Cannot use food 
dye or coloring of any 
kind to enhance the but-
ter; and

— Sculptures must be 
unique, individual work 
of the entrants.

While not a require-
ment, the department 
suggests individuals look 
for Pennsylvania butter, 
to support Pennsylvania’s 
dairy industry, when pur-
chasing supplies to sculpt 
their entry.

Entrants will be 
judged in five age group 
categories including 
elementary school (ages 
5-10), middle school (ages 
11-13), high school (ages 
14-18), adult (ages 19-64), 
and senior (ages 65+).

The winners and run-
ners up will be judged by 
fans of the Pennsylvania 
Farm Show Facebook 
pageOpens In A New 
Window by total reactions 
(likes, loves, wows, cares, 
etc.).

To read the full rules 
and regulations, including 
eligibility, contest period, 
how to enter, guidelines, 
and judging, visit farm-
show.pa.gov.

Members of 
the Pennsylvania 
Food Merchants 
AssociationOpens In 
A New Window have 
donated $50 and $25 
gift cards for the win-
ners and runners up 
in all five categories, 
participating merchants 
include GIANT, C&S 
Wholesalers, Wegmans, 
Square One Markets, and 
Giant Eagle.
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Cameron County 
businesses have put their 
all into not only staying 
open during the COVID-
19 pandemic but making 
sure other businesses 
have the chance to as 
well.

“The businesses have 
always kept close tabs 
on each other but the 
longer these restrictions 
are in place, the more 
the owners are jumping 
at the opportunity to 
help another business,” 
said Tina Johns Solak, 
Executive Director of 
the Cameron County 
Chamber of Commerce 
& Artisan Center. Solak 
noted the Cameron 
County Chamber put a 
similar idea to the restau-
rant bingo set up for 
Bradford out for consider-
ation on social media.

“Within minutes of 
discussing it with our 
Facebook group which is 
Cameron County business 
owners we had donations 
for prizes coming from a 
large cross section of busi-
nesses,” Solak said.

Solak said that local 
business owners have put 
on their thinking caps 
when faced with new 
restrictions, allowing cus-
tomers to have access to 
products and providing 
new options that better 
fit the takeout/delivery 
frame of service.

“Many businesses 
have thought outside the 
box and added unique 
purchase options. Some 
take out food options 
have now been boxed and 
ready to drop off for gift 
giving,” she explained. 
“Favorite items on the 
menu have been sold in 
bulk containers or make 
it, take it kits. A Facebook 
group was created to 
give business owners an 
opportunity to share what 
is working and what is 
not.”

As so many of us are 
doing, the chamber staff 
attempts to roll with the 
punches when it comes 
to COVID-19 and related 
restrictions and guide-
lines.

“The chamber staff 
honestly continues to 

Cameron County businesses 
push through despite COVID-19
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A 40-foot tree was decorated for the holidays in Cameron County this year, all 
while safely following COVID-19 precautions. Cameron ...  page A-8
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erachristineh@gmail.com

Cases of COVID-19 
continued to rise around 
the region, with addi-
tional deaths reported in 
McKean, Elk, Potter and 
Cameron Counties.

Over a two-day peri-
od, McKean County had 
an additional 150 cases 
for 1,829 and 23 deaths. 
Elk County had an addi-
tional 78 cases for 1,515 
total cases and 17 deaths. 
Potter County had an 
additional 49 cases for 632 
total cases and 15 deaths. 
Cameron County had 12 
additional cases for 159 
total cases and 12 deaths.

Statewide, there were 
16,967 additional positive 

cases of COVID-19, bring-
ing the total to 657,292.

In Bradford, there were 
32 additional cases for 
601 confirmed and 117 
probable; Smethport , 40 
more cases for 188 con-
firmed and 12 probable; 
Port Allegany, 18 more 
cases for 126 confirmed 
and 12 probable; Lewis 
Run, 22 more cases for 79 
confirmed and 149 prob-
able; Kane, 13 more cases 
for 215 confirmed and 29 
probable; Duke Center, 
two more cases for 15 
confirmed and 6 probable; 
and Turtlepoint, two more 
cases for 12 confirmed 
and one to four probable.

Cases 
of COVID-19 

continue 
to rise in region
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A hairy woodpecker stops in for a suet snack in Eldred.

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Struggling with finding 
a new year’s resolution 
and need some inspira-
tion? Want to pick up 
a new hobby? Hannah 
Dewey, executive direc-
tor for the Bradford Area 
Public Library and Mary 
Grace Collier-Kisler from 
S.W. Smith Memorial 
Public Library compiled 
a list of book suggestions 
to help plan a happy and 
successful 2021.

Available on e-audio-
book, the first book on 
Dewey’s list, which can 
help with time manage-
ment, is “The 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People” 

by Stephen R. Covey. If 
financial stability is high 
on the list, she recom-
mended checking out 
“Personal Finance 101” by 
Alfred Mill.

Dewey also suggest-
ed “Body Love: Live in 
Balance, Weigh What You 
Want & Free Yourself 
From Food Drama” by 
Kelly LeVeque for those 
who’d like to focus on 
eating healthier. While 
eating healthier, why not 
add some exercise with 
the help of the book “15 
Minute Home Workout” 
by Alcyea Ungaro?

Lastly, for those 

New books 
for a new you
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These characters rang in the new year last week together.
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