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BOOK SPINE 
POETRY: The Bradford 
Area Public Library is 
encouraging readers to 
create a poem using the 
spines of books. The 
library will continue 
to sponsor the Book 
Spine Poetry Challenge 
throughout the remainder 
of April.

Winners will be chosen 
in three categories: age 
0-10 children, age 11-18 
tween and adult (19+). 
In order to enter, a photo 
of the book spine poem 
should be emailed to mar-
keting@bradfordlibrary.
org.

Some of the creative 
submissions already 
received have been 
posted to the library’s 
Facebook page.

———
FINANCIAL 

KNOWLEDGE: April 
is Financial Literacy 
Awareness month. 
Below are some financial 
literacy principles, as 
found through Rutgers 
University:

— Budget your money. 
It is common to hear “Pay 
yourself first,” and creat-
ing a budget that carefully 
balances the four uses can 
be important to success. 
Those uses are spending, 
saving, investing and giv-
ing away. Saving should 
be prioritized at the same 
level as the other three.

— Don’t expect some-
thing for nothing. As the 
phrase goes, “If some-
thing sounds too good to 
be true, it probably is.” 
Be wary of any advertise-
ments promising some-
thing for free.

— Map your financial 
future. Experts advise 
everyone to take the time 
to list financial goals, set 
a deadline and develop 
a plan to achieve those 
goals.

— Don’t borrow what 
you can’t repay. This is 
important when consid-
ering loans. Also, it is 
important to compare 
interest rates.

— Remember the rule 
of 72. Divide the interest 
rate into 72. For example, 
an account earning 6% 
interest will double in 
twelve years (72 divided 
by 6 equals 12).
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AAUW, and
SALLY COSTIK, 
Curator, Landmark Society

(This year, in honor 
of the 100th anniversary 
of the Bradford Branch of 
American Association of 
University Women and 
in partnership with the 
Bradford Landmark Society, 
we turn the spotlight on 
Marilyn Horne, a Bradford 
native who has become a 
world class opera star, and 
whose commitment to teach-
ing and mentoring young 
singers is a reflection of her 
generous spirit.)

A high-spirited, rum-
bustious and admittedly 
sassy little girl from 
Bradford was gifted 
with an amazing singing 
voice that destined her to 
become a world famous 
opera star. Her name is 
Marilyn Horne.

She was born during 
the Depression in 1934, 
to Bentz and Berneice 
Horne, the second 
youngest of four chil-
dren. Horne was called 
“Jackie” by her older 
brother Richard — who 
had desperately wanted 
a younger brother. The 
nickname has stuck with 
her throughout her life.

The Hornes lived on 
Elm Street in the back 
of a small grocery store, 
often just scraping by eco-
nomically. Years later, in 
her biography “My Life,” 
Marilyn wrote that her 
family lived in “genteel 

poverty.” Eventually, the 
family moved around the 
corner to No. 9, Avenue B.

Marilyn was a typical 
child who loved baseball 
and played catcher and 
first base in games at Fifth 
Ward School and sang 

in the school Christmas 
pageants (but always had 
a solo).

The constant was 
music. Even as a young 
child, it was apparent 
that little Marilyn had 

MARILYN HORNE

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

(Editor’s Note: This 
article is the first in a series 
highlighting the goals and 
achievements of the local 
Neighborhood Partnership 
Program.)

The Neighborhood 
Partnership Program 
(NPP) has a mission to 
improve Bradford’s neigh-
borhoods. Without the 
assistance of three local 
corporations, the efforts 
would not be nearly as 
successful.

The NPP’s goals are as 
follows: to improve the 
quality of life in the cho-
sen areas of revitalization, 
increase the housing tax 
base, improve the hous-
ing stock, address blight 
conditions, and finally to 
improve pedestrian safety 
and promote inviting and 
walkable neighborhoods.

American Refining 
Group, Zippo 
Manufacturing Co. and 
Northwest Bank, along 
with the Downtown 
Bradford Revitalization 
Corporation, commit to 
five-year phases of com-
munity revitalization, 
allowing for a long-term 
approach to bringing 
community pride back to 
aging or blighted neigh-
borhoods.

“It is because of the 
partners that we are 
able to get the grant 
matching funding,” said 
Office of Economic and 
Community Development 

Executive Director Shane 
Oschman.

The combined $1.5 
million contributed from 
the three private inves-
tors has allowed for over 
$7 million in matching 
funds from federal, state 
and local investment. A 
minimum contribution 
of $50,000 a year, for five 
years, is required from 
each partner.

“Northwest Bank has 
been honored to be part 
of the NPP Program from 
the beginning. While 
serving the banking 
needs of our footprint, 
it is also important that 
Northwest Bank make 
community investments 
in the markets we serve,” 
said Julie Marasco, 
Northwest Region 
President of Northwest 
Bank. “Bradford is where 
we started, and we are 
very proud that we can 
contribute funds to better 
the surrounding areas 
of the Bradford Historic 
District.”

The existence of the 
DBRC and the organiza-
tion’s participation in the 
NPP allows the partners 
to receive a tax break of 
75% of their contribution.

“Without the DBRC, 
we wouldn’t have the 
ability to make the NPP 
program work,” Oschman 
said.

Bill Leven, President 
of the Downtown 
Bradford Revitalization 

NPP shows commitment 
to community improvement
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This photo shows Congress Place before the revitalization efforts began.

Photo courtesy of the OECD

This photo captures the various improvements, including two new homes, on 
Congress Place in Bradford, funded through the NPP.

Keystone Rural 
Health Consortia, 
Inc. (KRHC), which 
operates both medi-
cal and dental clinics 
in Elk, Cameron and 
Centre counties, will 
be expanding to serve 
residents of McKean 
County.

In October, dental 
services will return to 
Bradford as a result 
of a partnership with 
KRHC, which is a 
Federally Qualified 
Health Center (FQHC).

“This is great news 
for McKean County,” 
said Jeff Zewe, RN, 
president and CEO 
of Upper Allegheny 
Health System, 
Bradford Regional 
Medical Center 
and Olean General 
Hospital. “We have 
been searching for 
a solution for three 
years to bring back this 
important service. By 
partnering with KRHC, 
which can provide and 
sustain these services, 
this is a win-win for 
the community. This is 
a great example of cre-
ating partnerships in 
order to bring quality 
services to the region 
as part of our system 
re-design and centers 
of excellence strate-
gy. Keystone is well 
known in this part of 

Pennsylvania for pro-
viding quality care for 
all who come through 
their doors and we are 
excited to welcome 
them to Bradford.”

BRMC dental 
clinics were discon-
tinued in 2018 at the 
hospital and Mount 
Jewett Health Center 
because of ongoing 
losses due to insuffi-
cient reimbursement 
from Pennsylvania 
Medicaid. At that same 
time, hospital officials 
began discussions 
with KRHC to gauge 
interest in establish-
ing a dental center in 
Bradford. With their 
status as an FQHC, 
Keystone can provide 
services at an enhanced 
reimbursement rate, 
making the service 
financially viable.

Keystone will 
be leasing space at 
BRMC’s previous clinic 
at 600 Chestnut St., 
Bradford.

KRHC will provide 
diagnostic exam-
inations, oral cancer 
screenings and digital 
radiographs, preven-
tive prophylaxis (clean-
ing), fluoride, oral 
hygiene instruction, 
sealants, restorative 
fillings, crowns (caps), 

New dental 
services to be 

offered in Bradford
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