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QUAKING: Maybe 
we don’t see many earth-
quakes in this part of the 
world, but the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency is asking us to 
take a few minutes on 
Thursday to practice some 
steps to stay safe should 
the earth move under our 
feet.

Thursday is the “Great 
ShakeOut earthquake 
drill,” and millions of 
people around the world 
plan to stop, drop, cover 
and hold on at 10:15 a.m.

Worldwide there is an 
average of one damaging 
earthquake almost every 
third day.

“Damaging earth-
quakes can occur at any 
time – where we work, 
live or travel,” stated 
FEMA Region 3 Regional 
Administrator MaryAnn 
Tierney. “To be best pre-
pared to respond quickly, 
we must practice earth-
quake safety on a regular 
basis. The Great ShakeOut 
provides an excellent 
opportunity to practice 
our earthquake prepared-
ness skills together.”

During the self-led 
drill, participants practice 
how to “Drop, Cover and 
Hold On.” For most peo-
ple, in most situations, the 
recommended earthquake 
safety action is to:

 ■ DROP where you 
are, onto your hands and 
knees;

 ■ COVER your head 
and neck with one arm 
and hand, as you crawl 
for shelter under a near-
by table or desk;

 ■ HOLD ON to your 
shelter with one hand 
until shaking stops 
(remain on your knees 
and covering your head 
and neck with your other 
arm and hand).

The Great ShakeOut 
is free and open to the 
public.

Participants include 
individuals, schools, 
businesses, local and state 
government agencies, and 
many other groups. To 
take part in the ShakeOut, 
register to participate at 
www.shakeout.org. Once 
registered, you’ll receive 
regular information on 
how to plan your drill 
and become better pre-
pared for earthquakes and 
other disasters.

More than 11 million 
people around the globe 
are expected to partici-
pate. In addition to safety 
drills, many participants 
take extra steps to become 
more prepared for earth-
quakes or other disasters.

According to the 
state Department of 
Conservation and 
Natural Resources, “in 
1998, the largest earth-
quake ever recorded in 
Pennsylvania occurred in 
the region of Pymatuning 
Lake in the northwest-
ern part of the state. The 
5.2-magnitude earth-
quake caused minor 
structural damage but 
had significant effects 
on the local groundwater 
system.

“The 5.8-magnitude 
central Virginia earth-
quake of 2011 was widely 
felt in Pennsylvania, 
though damages here 
were minor. 
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REDUCE BUGS THIS FALL GIVE TOM (HART) A CALL

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The Magisterial 
District Court at 22 
Davis St. is closed 
for two weeks due to 
COVID-19 quarantin-
ing.

District Judge 
Dominic Cercone 
explained in a phone 
interview that he and 
two employees in his 
office are quarantining 
for two weeks after 
being in contact with 
Bradford City police 
officers who tested pos-
itive for the virus.

“As of today, the 
three of us are fine,” 
Cercone said, explain-
ing that it’s “just pre-
cautionary measures 
for the public and for 
us. It’s the right thing 
to do.”

The three of them 
began quarantine on 
Thursday after receiv-
ing phone calls from 
the Department of 
Health stating that 
they were in contact 
with someone who 
tested positive for  

COVID-19, he said. 
They will continue to 
quarantine through 
Oct. 22, and they plan 
to reopen the office on 
Oct. 23.

For now, District 
Judge Richard Luther, 
whose office is locat-
ed at 1185 E. Main St. 
in Foster Township, 
will handle any emer-
gency court cases 
from Cercone’s office. 
Everything else will 
be postponed until 
Cercone’s office 
reopens.

Cercone noted that 
everyone coming into 
the office has been 
wearing masks, and 
they have been sanitiz-
ing after every hearing 
prior to the start of 
their quarantine.

The office has 
received some extra 
cleaning due to the 
exposure to the novel 
coronavirus.

“The county was 
wonderful,” he said. 
“They helped us spray 
down the place and 
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A variety of inflatable spooks haunt this Lake Circle Drive yard.

MECHANICSBURG 
— Pennsylvania 
American Water, a sub-
sidiary of American Water 
announced Tuesday 
that it has acquired the 
wastewater assets of 
the Borough of Kane 
Authority in McKean 
County for approximately 
$17.5 million.

The Authority’s waste-
water system serves 
nearly 2,100 customers 
in Kane Borough and 
Wetmore Township.

“We are very pleased 
to close another signif-
icant acquisition that 
further expands our 
wastewater footprint 
in an area where we’ve 
been providing drinking 
water for more than 100 
years,” said Pennsylvania 
American Water President 
Mike Doran. “The pur-
chase provides a long-
term wastewater solution 
to the community and a 
way to better address the 
financial burdens  

associated with increasing 
environmental require-
ments.”

The sale of the waste-
water system is expected 
to allow the borough 
to eliminate its existing 
wastewater debt, fully 
fund borough pension 
plans, and invest in cap-
ital projects. Effective 
Tuesday, all four of 
Kane’s employees, rep-
resented by AFSCME 
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By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Sean Hvizdzak 
claims he tried to inter-
vene when his brother 
Shane was allegedly 
taking money from 
investors and provid-
ing fake audits for their 
cryptocurrency hedge 
fund, and that he was 
unaware of the scale 
of the alleged fraud 
until the Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
filed a complaint 
against them, according 
to court filings.

Attorneys for Sean 
Hvizdzak, 34, of St. 
Marys, and Shane 
Hvizdzak, 32, of 
Bradford, filed respons-
es to the SEC complaint 
in U.S. District Court 
for the Western District 
of Pennsylvania in Erie 
on Tuesday.

Sean Hvizdzak, 
who — accord-
ing to his attorney 
David Berardinelli of 
Pittsburgh — has been 
working with federal 
officials to resolve 
the fraud complaint 
against him, denied 

any wrongdoing. He 
said he resigned from 
the hedge fund and 
encouraged his brother 
to pay back investors 
when he saw what 
was happening, the 
response indicated.

The SEC complaint, 
filed in June, alleged 
the brothers took 
money from investors 
in a cryptocurrency 
hedge fund, said it 
was being invested 
in digital assets, and 
fabricated statements 
saying the investments 
were earning huge 
returns. However, the 
SEC said, the brothers 
took in the neighbor-
hood of $26 million 
from investors, put it in 
their personal accounts 
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Last week Upper 
Allegheny Health System 
officials voiced con-
cern about COVID-19 
community spread in 
Cattaraugus County and 
suspended patient vis-
itation at Olean (N.Y.) 
General Hospital.

Out of concern for pos-
sible community spread 
in McKean County, 
UAHS has announced 
the suspension of visita-
tion at Bradford Regional 
Medical Center and the 
Pavilion at BRMC.

“Clearly the virus is in 
the Bradford community 
just as it is in Olean,” said 
William Mills, MD, chief 
medical officer for UAHS. 
“The predictions of the 
medical experts are com-
ing true. With the arrival 
of fall the virus is spread-
ing around the world and 
here at home. Olean and 
Bradford are only 20 miles 
apart and the virus does 
not respect state lines.”

Mills said exceptions 
for visitation will include 
parent visitation for pedi-
atric patients and end-of-
life situations.

“We understand the 
inconvenience issue, espe-
cially for residents of the 
Pavilion, but we will not 
take chances,” Mills said. 
“As we said last week, 
clearly there is a signifi-
cant portion of the com-
munity not taking this 
seriously. The absence of 
masks and social distanc-
ing is everywhere.

“We are all in this 
together and we must 
take this seriously. 
Everyone needs to take 
the necessary precautions, 
now. Our staff and our 

physicians take this very 
seriously and make every 
effort to keep our patients 
and themselves safe,” said 
Mills.

He admonished those 
who are disregarding the 
virus, and said the com-
munity needs to step up 
and respond to the chal-
lenges presented.

“We must remain 
focused as the likelihood 
of continued community 
spread increases as col-
leges and high schools 
are now in session and 
flu season is upon us,” 
Mills said. “We can’t 
stop COVID, but we can 
significantly decrease the 
risks to our employees, 
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Bradford Regional Medical Center is now off limits to visitors, with the chief 
medical officer for parent company Upper Allegheny Health System saying the 
community isn’t taking COVID-19 seriously, and they cannot risk spreading the 
virus.

“... clearly there is a significant portion of the 
community not taking this seriously. The absence 
of masks and social distancing is everywhere.” 

— Dr. Williams Mills
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