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D-DAY: Today is 
the 76th anniversary of 
D-Day.

We got our annual call 
from Bradford veteran 
Elmer Delucia this week 
reminding us of the anni-
versary.

DeLucia, who stormed 
Omaha Beach on D-Day, 
tells us he will be turn-
ing 97 soon.

More than 160,000 
Allied troops arrived that 
day, with more than 9,000 
of them killed or wound-
ed, according to the U.S. 
Army’s website.

Elmer says that more 
than 4,000 Allied troops 
were killed, and about 
2,700 were Americans.

Our readers can mark 
the occasion by learning 
more about the battle that 
began the final year of 
World War II.

The National D-Day 
Memorial is offering vir-
tual programs at www.
dday.org/free-virtual-pro-
grams-spring-2020/

Here, visitors can 
tour the memorial from 
their computers. You can 
learn what it was like to 
be part of the Invasion 
of Normandy, France, 
by watching a video on 
the equipment soldiers 
carried on D-Day. You 
can learn about the only 
woman to have landed as 
part of the invasion, hear 
the stories of combat med-
ics and watch how life 
changed for Americans 
after Pearl Harbor.

The website has free 
lesson plans for teachers 
who want to incorporate 
World War II knowledge 
into their curriculum.

At www.d-day.org 
— the website for the 
National D-Day Memorial 
in Bedford, Va. — the 
memorial’s stewards 
explain that the physical 
site is temporarily closed 
due to the pandemic.

The memorial will 
record its annual June 
6 commemoration and 
post it at www.dday.org/
virtual76/ so everyone 
can take part in honoring 
those who took part.

“Though we cannot 
gather, we still honor the 
valor, fidelity, and sacri-
fice of those who fought 
and died to end Nazi 
tyranny over Europe 76 
years ago,” it is stated on 
the website.

According to the 
memorial website, 
throughout the day on 
June 6, 1944, thousands of 
Allied troops took part in 
an airborne and amphibi-
ous invasion of the beach-
es of Normandy.
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The race for state rep-
resentative in the 75th 
District has a new leader 
— Lisa LaBraska Becker.

Early poll counts 
showed that Republican 
candidate Mike Armanini 
was leading, but on 
Friday, that was no longer 
the case.

Becker has pulled 
ahead of Armanini, 
according to unofficial 
results posted on the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of State’s Vote Pa. website. 
As of Friday, Becker had 
3,932 votes, compared to 
Armanini’s 3,769.

The results remain 
unofficial. The late results 
can be attributed in part 
to the first-ever wide-
spread use of mail-in 
ballots, which in many 
cases were not counted on 
election night.

The seat is currently 
held by Rep. Matt Gabler, 
R-DuBois, who is not 
seeking reelection.

Becker is the found-
er and president of The 
Quarry Gymnastics 
Center since 1983 and 
the founder and owner 
of Piper Real Estate 
Management LLC. She 
currently holds the posi-
tion of treasurer for the 

City of DuBois and was 
elected as the city control-
ler for two terms prior to 
her current office.

Becker resides in the 
city of DuBois with her 
husband Joseph Becker 
and is the mother of two 
and grandmother of two.

The lone Democratic 
candidate, Ryan Grimm, 
garnered 3,377 votes and 
will advance to the ballot 
in the November election.

While the results aren’t 
official as of yet for the 
race for the 25th District 
state senate seat, it is clear 
that Republican candidate 
Cris Dush as a command-
ing lead.

The seat is currently 
held by state Sen. Joe 
Scarnati, R-Brockway, 
who had endorsed can-
didate Herm Suplizio to 
replace him. However, 
as of Friday, Dush was 
ahead by a 2-to-1 margin.

Votes Pa. had Dush 
with 19,939 votes, while 
Suplizio had 9,795.

Suplizio led in two 
counties, Cameron and 
Clearfield, while Dush 
carried each of the other 
counties — Clinton, Ek, 
Jefferson, McKean, Potter 
and Tioga.

The lone Democratic 
candidate, Margie Brown, 
garnered 8.872 votes and 
will advance to the ballot 
in the November general 
election.

Becker pulls 
ahead in race for 

state rep
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Purple iris bloom in the early morning sunshine Thursday.

SHINGLEHOUSE — 
Oswayo Valley Middle/
High School held its 113th 
commencement ceremony 
Friday, during which time 
23 seniors received diplo-
mas. The ceremony was 
held in the high school 
gymnasium.

The presentation 
of medals was made 
by Oswayo Valley 
Superintendent Jed 
Hamberger.

The Welcome Address 
was presented by 
Owen Sturdevant, the 
recipient of the Third 
Honors Award. He is 
the son of Brett and 
Dodie Sturdevant of 
Shinglehouse. Sturdevant 
has enlisted in the United 
States Army.

The Commencement 
Address was given by 
Colton Gietler, class vale-
dictorian, son of James 
and Danielle Gietler of 
Shinglehouse. Gietler 
will attend University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford 
and major in Civil 
Engineering.

Also giving a 
Commencement Address 
was class salutatorian, 
Brevin Austin, son of 
Tara Austin and David 
Keech of Shinglehouse. 
Austin will attend St. 
Bonaventure University 
and major in Engineering 
Physics.

Presentation of the 
class was made by 
Principal Julie Hall and 
diplomas were given to 
the students by Board 
of Education President 
Mitch DeLong.

Closing remarks were 
given by Noah Wichert, 
Class Vice President, son 

of Kent and Lisa Wichert.
Awards and scholar-

ships were announced by 
Jane Perkins, Guidance 
Counselor. Over $148,000 
in scholarships sponsored 
by local organizations 
were made available to 
Oswayo Valley graduates.

The following students 
were awarded diplomas 
and scholarships:

Brevin M Austin, 
Salutatorian, — Academic 
Wall of Fame in the area 
of Math-sponsored by 
School Administration, 
Academic Wall of Fame 
in the area of Foreign 
Language-sponsored 
by Oswayo Valley 
Ministerium, Academic 
Wall of Fame in the area 
of Science-sponsored 
anonymously, F.L. and 
Alice Donovan Memorial 
Scholarship, Eureka 
Chapter 52 Order of the 
Eastern Star Scholarship, 
Francis Hayward 
Memorial Scholarship, 
Norton Scholarship, 
Oswayo Valley Music 
Boosters Scholarship, 
Oswayo Valley Senior 
Center Scholarship, 
Oswayo Valley Sports 
Boosters Scholarship, 
Oswayo Valley Teacher’s 
Association Top Honors 
Award, Sharon Lodge 
Scholarship, Shinglehouse 
Volunteer Ambulance 
Association Scholarship, 
Shinglehouse Volunteer 
Fire Department-
Alternate;

Gunner C. Bean — 
Oswayo Valley Sports 
Boosters Scholarship;

Mikayla A. Bell — 
Oswayo Valley Sports 

Oswayo Valley 
celebrates 23 

graduates in Class 
of 2020
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The sweet scent of azalea blooms are a favorite to insects such as this bum-
blebee. 
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SMETHPORT (EC) - Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Smethport Area Junior-
Senior High School officials presented diplomas to the Class of 2020 in an 
abbreviated program from 5-7 p. m. Friday in the front circle of the school. 
De' Vine Backer was the first graduate to receive her diploma. School board 
President Dan Wertz, left, and Superintendent David London, right, present-
ed the 66 diplomas. In the back is high school Principal Brice Benson, who 
announced that each of the graduates had fulfilled the district and state 
graduation requirements. Senior class advisor Theresa Harris distributed 
gift bags for the class, which contained various items that included thumb 
drives of the more formal commencement ceremony that was held several 
days ago.


