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PHONES: We heard 
about this and are pretty 
excited to pass it on.

It’s National Cell 
Phone Courtesy Month. 
The observance was 
created in 2002 by 
Jacqueline Whitmore, a 
Palm Beach, Fla., man-
ners expert, to increase 
phone etiquette.

We wonder what she 
thinks now, some 17 years 
later?

Here are some recom-
mended “dos and don’ts” 
from the National Day 
Calendar.

“Silence the phone 
whenever you’re spend-
ing time with anyone. 
That includes work, a 
meal, meeting or with 
family. If you are attend-
ing a performance of 
any kind, turn the phone 
off. There are exceptions 
to this rule for medical 
professionals or other 
expectant emergency sit-
uations.

“Hidden phones are 
forgotten phones. We pay 
attention to the people 
in the room, the perfor-
mance, or the meeting. It’s 
also a signal to the people 
we are with that they are 
important to us.

“Step away if you do 
need to take a call. No 
one needs to hear your 
conversation while trying 
to enjoy a meal for two.

“Shhh. Monitor the 
volume of your voice. 
Even when you step 
away, voices carry.

“Don’t use your phone 
and drive. Many states 
prohibit cellular use or 
limit it to hands-free only. 
Any message can wait 
until you arrive at your 
destination. If it truly is 
urgent, pull to a safe stop-
ping area to receive the 
message or call.

“Don’t let your mobile 
device become a social 
hindrance. We often look 
to our phone for social 
engagement when we 
don’t know what else 
to do. Meet new people 
when you are in a new 
circle of people and 
begin networking with 
the people near you. 
Expand your social circle 
face to face and broaden 
the world around you.”

Although we must 
admit, eavesdropping on 
loud cell phone conver-
sations in public can be 
entertaining. We figure if 
people are rude enough 
to carry on that loud 
conversation in public, it 
must mean they want us 
to listen — and share our 
opinions on the topic at 
hand.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Senior Judge John Cleland is 
again being 
called upon 
by the state 
Supreme Court, 
this time to 
lead an inquiry 
into the cash 
bail system in 
Philadelphia.

Cleland is a 
Kane resident and former longtime 
president judge of the McKean 
County Court of Common Pleas. 
He served as a gubernatorial 
appointee on the state Superior 
Court from 2008 to 2009. He retired 

Cleland 
tasked with 
Philly bail 

inquiry

Judge John 
Cleland
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Even this cat can’t handle all the intense heat we have been experiencing this summer, so he is 
taking a break in a flowerbed.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Work begins on the Forman Street 
Bridge today. This means a significant 
change for traffic patterns in the down-
town area and severely restricted access 
to U.S. Route 219 northbound from 
downtown.

The Route 219 Southbound exit at 
Forman Street will remain open, but 
those exiting the highway will only be 
able to get to Hilton Street or re-enter 
the highway northbound. The right turn 
to reach Forman Street will not be acces-
sible from that off-ramp.

While an access road has been 
installed from Davis Street to Forman 

Street for temporary access to the 
Holiday Inn Express and to facilitate 
better response time for emergency per-
sonnel, this road is not for general traffic 
in the area.

According to Bradford City Police 
Chief Chris Lucco, “The access road is 
strictly for employees and patrons of 
Holiday Inn Express and for emergency 
vehicles to get to the hotel, as well as 
respond to any incidents on the high-
way or the Hilton street area. That will 
be enforced.”

However, the temporary roadway 
does have a pedestrian and bicycle lane 
that can be used freely.

Forman Street bridge 
closure begins today

Era photo by Anthony Sambrotto

The Forman Street bridge is officially closed for repairs beginning today. While 
the U.S. Route 219 exit will remain open to allow access to Hilton Street or to 
re-enter Route 219 northbound, there will be no access to downtown from this 
exit. An access road has been temporarily installed for the Holiday Inn Express 
and for emergency personnel only. Regular traffic will be required to follow the 
posted detours or find another suitable alternate route.
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By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

The fire alarm 
goes off, the fire-
fighters respond and 
run into a building 
engulfed in flames 
— and all involved 
trust the fire truck’s 
hoses and other 
equipment will 
work when needed 
most.

Fire departments 
ensure equipment 
such as hoses, noz-
zles, suction units 
and hand lines are 
in good working 
order every time 
they respond to an 
alarm by testing 
their equipment 
yearly.

On Tuesday, Lt. 
Cathy Mealy and 
other Bradford City 
Fire Department 
personnel, as well 
as firefighters 
with the Derrick 
City Volunteer 

Fire Department 
and the American 
Refining Group, 
had their fire truck 
equipment tested 
by a crew with the 
Waterway company 
of Pittsburgh.

“Some of the 
hoses have passed, 
and some have 
failed,” Mealy said 
of the tests run on 
her department’s 
equipment. “We’d 
rather have them 
fail when these guys 
are testing them, 
than when we’re at 
a fire.

“If I have a sup-
ply line fail and 
my guys are inside 
without water …” 
the situation could 
be dire, she implied. 
“The whole idea 
behind the water 
supply is that it’s 
one of the most 
important things 
that we do” in 

Equipment tests keep firefighters, 
and the communities they serve, safe
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Lt. Cathy Mealy of the Bradford City Fire Department, and other local fire company repre-
sentatives, spent most of Tuesday with fire trucks that had equipment checked for safety. 
The tests were done by a crew with the Waterway company of Pittsburgh, seen on top of a 
fire truck at the Floyd C. Fretz Middle School parking lot on Lorana Avenue in Bradford.
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A bald eagle prepares to launch from a tree 
at Sugar Bay Monday evening.


