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WATCH FOR DEER: 
The Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Transportation 
(PennDOT) is reminding 
drivers that autumn is 
the season when deer are 
on the move more often, 
sometimes running or 
leaping onto area road-
ways.

“It is important to 
always stay alert while 
driving, particularly in 
the months to come when 
deer are most active,” 
said PennDOT District 1 
Executive Brian McNulty, 
P.E. “Slowing down and 
eliminating distractions 
can help you react safely 
to deer crossing the road.”

According to 
PennDOT data, in 
2020, there were 5,581 
deer-related crashes in 
Pennsylvania, resulting 
in 1,028 injuries and four 
fatalities.

In the six counties 
included in PennDOT’s 
northwest region, there 
were 471 crashes and 89 
total injuries last year.

Deer often travel in 
small herds and are most 
active between sunset 
and sunrise as they look 
for food. Drivers should 
be extra cautious during 
morning and evening 
commute times.

PennDOT recommends 
the following safety tips 
to help drivers avoid a 
deer-related crash:

— Slow down and be 
alert, especially where 
deer crossing signs are 
posted.

— Increase the fol-
lowing distance between 
vehicles.

— Make new drivers 
aware of increased deer 
movement.

— Always wear your 
seat belt.

— Never drive 
impaired by drugs or 
alcohol.

— Turn your head-
lights on whenever using 
your wipers.

———
TODAY: Today is 

National Train Your Brain 
day. According to https://
nationaldaycalendar.
com/, “Riddles and word 
games challenge areas of 
the brain we don’t use 
every day. Exercising 
the brain is important. 
Routine activities don’t 
keep the mind sharp.

This day encourages 
us to expand and exercise 
our brain and use more of 
its potential capacity.”

Today’s Weather

Partly Cloudy /A-8
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HARRISBURG — 
Convicted cop killer 
Timothy Williams was 
denied parole last year 
in his first bid since 
his 1999 incarceration 
began.

The denial was 
recorded Oct. 21, 2020.

Williams, now 41, is 
serving a sentence of 22 
to 47 years for third-de-
gree murder in the 
shooting death of Kane 
Borough Policeman 
Steve Jerman on Feb. 
20, 1999, following a 
traffic stop.

Williams, whose 
blood-alcohol level was 
0.18 at the time of the 
killing, testified he did 
not remember what 
happened.

According to the 
board’s written deci-
sion, Williams’ first 
parole denial was based 
on the following: A 
negative recommenda-
tion by the prosecuting 

attorney; the nature 
of the offense; and 
that Williams’ “lack 
of insight warrants a 
longer period of stable 
adjustment.”

The parole board’s 
decision indicated that 
Williams’ case will be 
reviewed again on or 
after October 2024. His 
maximum sentence 
date is Feb. 20, 2046.

At that time, the 
board will consider 
his conduct record 
and whether he has 
maintained a favor-
able recommenda-
tion for parole from 
the Department of 
Corrections.

The decision also 
noted that Williams 
may file an application 
for parole as soon as 
one year after his deni-
al.

Williams is incar-
cerated at State 
Correctional Institution 
at Huntingdon.

Parole denied 
for killer of Kane 

police officer
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Frances Sherman 
Auxiliary President Amy 
Peterson presented the 
city with a US flag and a 
POW/MIA flag to show 
appreciation for their 
assistance in making the 
Hometown Heroes banner 
project a success during 
Tuesday’s City Council 
meeting.

She expressed grat-
itude to Public Works 
& Parks Director Chip 
Comilla, City Electrician 
Dan Tyger, Mayor James 
McDonald and City 
Council.

“I’m here tonight to 
show some appreciation 
to the City of Bradford for 
making the Hometown 
Heroes such a continued 
success. Some have gone 
above and beyond sup-
porting the program. We 
are thanking some key 
players, especially Danny 
Tyger, who has been 
amazing throughout,” 
Peterson said. She stat-
ed the auxiliary wanted 
to give something back 
and during one of her 
trips to the City Garage, 
she noticed the flag was 
looking weathered and in 
need of replacement.

In other business, 
Council also approved a 

resolution to designate 
trick-or-treat hours for 
the city as 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 31.

Council also approved 
a resolution to accept 
a quote of $5,250 and 
approve payment to 

Hennard Construction 
for the Little League 
Concession roof at 
Callahan Park. This res-
olution was followed by 
one to approve annual 

City Council announces 
trick-or-treat hours

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

The Board of Health 
issued a 90-day exten-
sion for the property 
at 4 Cornen Street and 
also heard a propos-
al for the purchase 
and demolition of 69 
Euclid Avenue during 
Tuesday’s meeting.

Jeff Bartholomew, 
owner of 4 Cornen 
Street and other prop-
erties in the City of 
Bradford, cited health 
issues as the reason 
work had come to a 
standstill and explained 
that he has been mak-
ing improvements on 
the property in recent 
weeks.

Mayor James 
McDonald confirmed, 
stating he has driven 
by the property more 
than once recently and 
noticed the continued 
efforts.

Board member Brad 
Mangel noted that the 
board has concerns 
because they have 
more than one property 
owned by Bartholomew 
in front of them for con-
sideration.

Bartholomew 
explained in detail the 
efforts currently under-
way and the plans mov-
ing forward. He plans 
to have the windows 
in place and the house 
secured within the next 
week. He also stated 
he feels he can address 
all violations, with the 
exception of an issue 
with the corner of the 
house that will require 
excavation, within three 
months. That final issue 
will be addressed in 
early Spring 2022.

“We intend to work 
on it until the snow 
flies,” he said. He also 
expressed gratitude to 
the board for inspiring 
him to start working on 
the house again after 
a hiatus. Bartholomew 

stated that he intends to 
complete the work on 
Cornen Street and then 
move on to address 
issues on the other 
properties he owns.

Lori Updegrove, 
who owns 65 Euclid 
Avenue, explained that 
her family has owned 
that property for almost 
100 years and wishes 
to demolish the house 
next door.

“I’m trying to 
upgrade the area,” she 
said, referring to the 
property the family 
owns. She stated the 
property next door has 
been a long-standing 
issue and she wishes 
to see that resolved. 
She intends to apply 
for an Act 152 grant 
from McKean County, 
which if granted would 
reimburse her 75% of 
the cost of demolition. 
However, if she does 
not receive approv-
al for the grant, her 
intent is to have the 
demolition done at her 
own expense. She has 
spoken with the cur-
rent property owner, 
who has no intention 
of returning to the area 
and is interested in 
selling.

Office of Economic 
and Community 
Development Executive 
Director Shane 
Oschman stated he is 
not certain but believes 
there will be another 
round of Act 152 fund-
ing available in 2022. 
The county awarded 
the funding during the 
first half of the year 
2021.

The board advised 
her that the first step 
will be to have a sales 
agreement in print, 
and the board will then 
rescind the nuisance 
order with a timeline 
for the demolition to 
occur.

Bradford Board 
of Health 
addresses 

two properties
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This Maleficent-themed dragon tunnel from the 2014 adventure/fantasy film and 
pumpkin combo sit outside a home on East Main Street in Bradford.
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Skeletons run amok in Rew.
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Frances Sherman Auxiliary President Amy Peterson 
presents Public Works & Parks Director Chip Comilla 
with the US Flag Tuesday as a token of appreciation 
for the city’s help with the Hometown Heroes banner 
project. Peterson also presented a POW/MIA flag.
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